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  All About Quia

Getting Started in Quia   

Select the Internet Explorer and log into http://www.quia.com
1. Select Quia Web (center box on homepage)

2. If you already have an account, log in. If you do not have an account, select the blue bar "Get a 30-day Free Trial" and complete the required information. Choose a username and password that you will remember and write it down here, just to be sure.

User name _______________________________
Password


Take a few minutes to “edit your profile”

Explore the area about halfway down on the left of the screen called “shared activities” to see some of the activities that already exist in your subject area. Using the selection box at the top right of the page, you may copy one or more of these activities to your account and edit as needed. 

Creating Activities
3. For today, click next on the tab that says "Activities" and select the first option "Matching, Flashcard, Concentration and Word Search". Click on "GO". Create an activity following the instructions given on the activity page. After you have named the activity i.e., Review for Unit #1, enter at least 8 terms in the left column and a short definition for each in the right column. Select one to four types of activities in section 3, skip sections 4 and 5 and click on done. You will then see the URL for your activity. Click on it to view your finished activity.

4. Return to Activities by clicking on it in the bar at the left of the screen and pull down the menu bar for another activity. Select "Hangman" and click on "GO". Name your activity and proceed to section 2.  Enter at least 8 terms and some sort of "catchy" hint to give the player a clue to the term, i.e., neurotransmitter -- hint: chemical messenger. Click one of the settings in section 3 and proceed to done. Click on the URL and look at your activity. If you want a different setting, click the back button to go back to the activity (it may take several clicks), try a different setting and click on done.

Uploading Files
5. Click on the tab labeled "Files". Click on Upload and Browse. From MCC cloud or your flash drive to select any file document or PowerPoint.  PowerPoints work best when saved as 2003 documents. Word documents work best when saved as .html. In the box next to "as" name it what you want the students to see and click OK. In a few seconds, the file should appear. Make a note of the URL assigned to your file. 
URL


You can also save pictures in the file.  It is best to save them close to the size you want them to be in the document.  Large pictures are a bit difficult to resize unless you copy and paste them into a Word document.
Creating a Class Page 
6. Click on the tab labeled "Classes" and on the bar that indicates "Create a New Class Page". Again, follow the instructions on the page. You can name the page for yourself, i.e. BarneyRubble or with a class and section number, i.e. psyc2222ww. Fill in the information in asked in the next sections . For example, you might use:

Metropolitan Community College

PO Box 3777

Omaha, NE 68103

or

Metropolitan Community College

Elkhorn Valley Campus

204th and West Dodge Road

Omaha, NE

Include your office phone number, home phone, and or fax number. The college webpage is www.mccneb.edu
Enter a little welcome message; choose a background color, font color, font style and font size. Since your message will probably be short, you might want to choose larger or largest for font size.

In Activities, click on find and select your matching exercise and repeat this process and select your hangman.

Type the URL for the file you saved in your file section in the top space on “Useful Links”. See URL you wrote in the blank above. Or, SAVE your page, return to files, right click on the file you want to upload and “copy shortcut” or “copy link address”.  .  Return to the class page and paste the shortcut/link address into the blank in Useful Links, briefly describe it, i.e. 10 minute countdown.   Now, type in another favorite URL such as http://www.weatherchannel.com or http://www.pbs.org/nova.
In section 8, indicate whether you want a hit counter. I think it is a good idea. 
In section 9, indicate whether you want a calendar. To edit the calendar, you will click on calendar in the menu bar after you have saved this page and returned to the main page.
If time permits, we will explore together….
Creating a Survey

Creating a Quiz
Wrapping Up
You have 30 days now to explore Quia. You can add quizzes, surveys, jeopardy type games, millionaire type games, etc. If after that time, you think you will use this program on a regular basis, contact Lynn Bradman to discuss a permanent account. DO NOT forget your user name or password. It must be used on your permanent account, if you want the activities, pages, etc. that you have created to go with you into your permanent account.

hbradman@mccneb.edu 
402-457-2217

To view sample activities and the resources given in class, go to Orientation to Quia  http://www.quia.com/pages/jfauchier/petsquia
Final Assignment

Within the next two weeks, do the following in order to get credit for the Quia class in your PETS program:  
1.  create at least two activities and/or quizzes, surveys, etc.   

2.  use one of your activities, quizzes or surveys with your students and get their feedback to the activity’s usefulness or “fun”, etc.    

3.  Write a short reaction to using the Quia creation in class.
4.  submit  your reaction to using Quia in Blackboard.

5.  create a class page (or use the webpage you created today) and upload your activities on the webpage
6.  include on your webpage any activities that  you created or “CASEd” and adapted for your class

7.  Enter the URL for your webpage in the discussion or drop box provided in Blackboard
