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Ducat ENG 103 #2806 

Fall 2013  - Mt. San Jacinto College Pass Area Campus


ENGLISH 103: CRITICAL THINKING AND WRITING



Course Information and Guidelines: Spring 2013
MT. SAN JACINTO COLLEGE


(class meets at Beaumont High School)
	Section: ENGL 103 #2806
	MTThF 9:55-10:55 a.m., W 10:40-11:30
	Room D5


Contact Information

James Ducat
Telephone and Voice Mail:  (951) 845-3171 x5027
Office:  D5
Office Hours: by appointment

E-mail: jducat@msjc.edu 


Blackboard site: my.msjc.edu
 
Quia site: http://www.quia.com/pages/jducat/engl103
Required Text
Miller, Robert K. The Informed Argument.  7th ed.     
Other Required Materials

	A good college dictionary
	Three ring binder, spiral bound notebook/paper, pen*

	3 bottom pocket folders (no hardware)
	2 large blue books (8 1/2 by 11)


Modern Language Association. MLA Handbook, seventh edition.  

*BRING YOUR TEXTBOOK, PAPER AND A PEN TO EACH CLASS. 
Prerequisite  

A grade of “C” or better in English 101.
Course Description  
English 103 is a university transferable course that provides continuing practice in the analytical writing begun in English 101.  The course develops critical thinking, reading and writing skills as they apply to the analysis of written texts (non-fiction and/or literature) from diverse cultural sources and perspectives.  The techniques and principles of effective written argument as they apply to the written text will be emphasized.  Some research is required.

Course Objectives
1.
Demonstrate critical thinking skills in class discussion and written essays:

a.
Analyze the relationship between meaning in texts and language manipulation—including literal and figurative language, connotation, and denotation.

b.
Evaluate and analyze the relationship between meaning and the use of sophisticated literary forms and strategies, including parody, satire, etc.

c.
Identify unstated premises and hidden assumptions which arise from the social, historical, moral, cultural, psychological, or aesthetic contexts in which the primary texts, and the critical writing which apply to them, exist.

d.
Evaluate the pattern of reasoning present in a literary argument and related critical evaluation, including induction and deduction.

e.
Identify logical fallacies, including appeals to authority, fear, and pity, in the arguments of literary works and criticism and particular literary fallacies, such as evaluating a work purely in terms of aesthetics, emotional effects, etc.

f.
Recognize the similarities and differences between the intentions, biases, assumptions, and arguments of an author and his/her character(s).

g.
Distinguish between fact, inference, and judgment, recognizing that many reasonable inferences can be derived from the same facts.

h.
Draw and justify inferences about a work, the intention of the author or the effect of the text based on theme, setting, characterization, point of view, symbol, imagery, use of irony, structure, sound, and other elements of the texts.

i.
Evaluate arguments in terms of fairness, accuracy, completeness, and effectiveness.

2.
Demonstrate composition skills:

a.
Examine a line of inquiry and limit the topic appropriately.

b.
Establish and state clearly a unifying thesis or proposition.

c.
Select examples, details, and other evidence to support or validate the thesis and other generalizations.

d.
Use detail, example, and evidence from text to develop and elaborate upon subtopics.

e.
Use principles of inductive and deductive logic to support and develop ideas.

f.
Avoid logical fallacies in the presentation of argument.

g.
Organize main parts of the essay and define a sequence that contributes to clarity.

h.
Achieve coherence.

i.
Use precise diction which communicates unambiguously.

j.
Write with a sense of an audience in mind.

3.
Use appropriate research techniques to produce an acceptable research page.

a.
Recognize appropriate library resources for research.

b.
Identify and evaluate sources.

c.
Formulate a productive research question.

d.
Demonstrate summary, paraphrase, and direct quotation in note-taking.

e.
Gather and record information efficiently.

f.
Organize data and information.

g.
Integrate source material into paper.

h.
Correctly utilize a system of documentation (use MLA format) and bibliography.
Course Requirements
3 essays






300 points

Class participation and professionalism



100 

Quizzes, peer critiques, homework assignments,


200

     in-class essays, etc.







Research paper






200

Mid-term exam






100
Final exam 






100

The grading scale is as follows:

	SCALE
	GRADE

	
	

	1000-900 points
	A

	899-800 points
	B

	799-700 points
	C

	699-600 points
	D

	599-0 points
	F


Grading and Evaluation

All course work is evaluated according to MSJC English Department standards and will be tabulated according to the following scale. Writing is a thinking activity that grows naturally through self-discovery, discussion, collaboration with peers, and various phases of the writing process. Therefore, your writing and essays should reflect involvement in the process as well as the product. (Papers that reflect no changes from the first draft to the final draft will indicate failure to complete some of the steps in the writing process.)  Your graded quizzes and in-class writings will reflect your knowledge of grammar and punctuation rules and usage and your comprehension of the readings in the text.
Essays

All essays, including first drafts, must have the student's name, instructor's name, course number, assignment, and version (i.e., “Final Draft”); must be typed in Times New Roman 12 point font ; and must be in MLA manuscript format. Do not use a title page.

You will submit all drafts/packets at the beginning of the class period on the day on which they are due. You are responsible for getting them to me on time. Please do not use class time to print, staple, or collate your materials. Arrive prepared.

All drafts of essays (and selected other writing assignments) must be submitted to www.turnitin.com to check for plagiarism, revision, and originality. Failure to submit to www.turnitin.com by the due date will result in a zero for the entire assignment.
To avoid problems, always keep a copy of your work; it’s just good practice.
First draft (listed on the “sequence” by topic number followed by the letter “A” – i.e., your “Education” essay first draft is “Essay 1A”) 
· You will hand in two stapled hard copies of your first draft (one for the instructor, one for peer review). 
· You will submit an electronic version of your draft to www.turnitin.com. 

· Failure to submit to turnitin.com will result in a zero for the entire assignment
Final draft packets – you will submit all relevant materials in a bottom-pocket folder:
· One stapled hard copy of your final draft

· Any prewriting:  all handwritten notes, outlines, freewrites, etc.
· All “other” drafts, including:
· any draft with Mr. Ducat’s comments, if provided

· any draft with peer evaluations 
Failure to turn in any element (including submission to turnitin.com) of any draft will result in a zero for the entire assignment. Students have failed this class by ignoring this rule. Do not ignore this rule.

Essay Assignment Topics

1. Position paper

2. Education paper
3. Identity paper
4. Research/Argument/Synthesis

Peer Review/Collaboration
In this class, workshop and group activities will be held regularly, and your active participation is required. Peer review is a vital part of the process of revising a paper. Getting responses to a paper before it is turned in and revising accordingly leads to better papers and better grades. Guidelines will be presented on the day of each review. It is very important that you bring two hard copies of your draft on that day. Without two copies, you will lose a valuable chance for a peer response and the opportunity to help a fellow student, not to mention points from your grade.
Papers will be awarded points based on the following rubric:

1. Basic Writing Proficiency
a. 
Writer appears to have acquired the skills necessary for performance at the level of English 103.
2. Content
          
a. 
The paper is insightful, fresh, and original;

          
b. 
The ideas reveal maturity of judgment, sophistication of thought, critical perception and insight;

c. 
The paper does not contain logical fallacies on the writer’s part;

d.
The writer analyzes the subject intelligently, accurately, logically, and thoroughly;

e. 
The writer goes beyond platitudes, clichés, trite comments, obvious statements and/or parroting class discussion;

f.
The writer has come to strong conclusions which are discussed throughout paper, not just at end;

g. 
The writer does not assume too much reader knowledge;

h.
The title reflects thesis but does not announce assignment;

i.
The paper addresses the assigned subject.
3. Organization
          
a. 
The paper has a clear, effective plan and is easy to follow without announcing its organization;

         
b. 
The paper is developed logically;

          
c. 
The subject is adequately limited;

          
d. 
The paper contains a strong thesis:

(1) 
thesis is explicitly stated and makes a point;

(2) paper is unified around a single, central thesis;

(3) paper proves what thesis promises;

(4)
thesis goes beyond an announcement of writer’s intentions and/or topic;

e.  
The paper consistently presents an argument that does not get lost as the paper is developed;

f.  
The introduction and conclusion are present, relevant, concise, and effective;

         
g. 
The paragraphs are linked with appropriate transitional devices;

         
h. 
The paragraphs are well organized:

              
(1)  The topic sentence forecasts the content of the paragraph;



(2)  All the material in each paragraph is relevant to and supports the subject of the paragraph;

(3)  Coherence is achieved across paragraphs through the use of transitions and other connectors;



(4)  The paragraphs are adequately developed.


4. Development/Support of Generalizations
a.  
Argument is presented strongly:

(1) Argument is explicitly made 

(2) Argument is proven, not assumed

(3) Argument is not belabored;

b.  
Possesses evidence which shows (rather than tells) argument

 
c.  
Evidence is relevant and support thesis;

d.  
Evidence is sufficient to prove thesis;


e.  
All claims are adequately supported;

f.
Explicitly connects ideas to thesis throughout paper;

g.    Textual evidence is smoothly incorporated into argument:

(1)  Paper does not contain “floating quotations”

(2) Textual evidence and its meaning and relevance to argument are discussed;

h.    Supporting details do not misinterpret the text; 

i.
A reasonable reader would accept the evidence cited;

j.
Paper meets length requirements without unnecessary padding.

5. Diction/Style
          
a. 
The vocabulary is college level with words that accurately convey writer’s meaning;

         
b. 
Diction and tone are appropriate for the paper’s purpose, subject, and audience;

c. 
The language is not too formal, stilted, elaborate, etc. for the paper’s audience, purpose, or subject;

d.
Style is appropriate for college-level paper;

e.
Sentences are effective:

     

(1) Sentences vary in length and type, avoiding stilted structures;

(2) Short, simple sentences are used only when appropriate;

  

(3) Passive voice is used only where it is effective;

(4) Subordination is used to signal intended relationships;

(5)
Sentences clearly communicate writer’s intended meaning;

(6)
Logical progression of ideas between sentences is clearly communicated;

e. 
The paper appears to be sincere, reasonable, and unbiased.

6. Mechanics
a 
The paper has been proofread carefully and does not contain distracting typos;

          
b. 
The paper is completely free of gross spelling errors and generally free of other spelling errors (homonyms);

c. 
The punctuation gives the appropriate syntactic signals:

(1)
commas

(2)
semi-colons

(3)
apostrophes

(4) hyphens

d.
The writer capitalizes correctly;

e. 
The writer handles titles, syllabification, numbers, and abbreviations acceptably;

          
f. 
The paper is free of major sentence faults:

               
(1) fragments;

(2) fused sentences / comma splices;

g.
The paper maintains consistent verb tense (uses present tense to discuss literature) and uses proper verb forms;

h. 
The student follows acceptable usage standards in matters of agreement:

(1) The paper is free of subject‑verb agreement errors;

               
(2) The paper is free of pronoun‑antecedent agreement errors;

          
i. 
The paper is free of errors of case and of numerous vague pronoun references;

j.
The paper does not use the second person pronoun (“you”)

          
k. 
The paper is free of dangling modifiers, misplaced modifiers and other ambiguities;

l.
The paper meets MLA format requirements:

(1)  The paper is formatted according to MLA style (margins, spacing, font, header)

(2)
Parenthetical references are properly formatted

(3)
Quotation marks are used properly

(4)
Long quotations are properly formatted

(5)
Quotations and parenthetical references are properly punctuated

(6)  Punctuation is used properly when quotations are introduced

(7)  Material is quoted and/or paraphrased correctly

(8)  Paper contains a Works Cited which is properly formatted

(9)  Paper does not plagiarize material and recognizes use of outside sources

Papers receiving higher point values will demonstrate proficiency in all of these areas simultaneously. Papers receiving lower point values may be deficient in one or more of these criteria.

Late papers

I will accept the final draft of an essay late, but the grade of the late paper will be lowered by one letter per day it is late. For example, if your essay is an “A” paper, it will be downgraded to a “B” the first day it is late, to a “C” the second day, etc. No late submission will be accepted for the final (research) paper.
Quizzes, Mid-term, Final exam
Short answer, essay, and definition/identification quizzes will be given without advance warning. If you have kept up with the reading schedule, have read the text carefully, and have kept up with the grammar assignments, you should have no problem passing the quizzes. Some things to note:

· There are no make-up quizzes.

· To take the midterm exam at a time other than the scheduled time, you must make arrangements with me prior to the exam, and this is not possible with the final exam without the permission of the dean of instruction.
· You must bring a 8.5”x11” composition “blue” book to the mid-term and final exams. If you are not sure what these are, ask!
Mt. San Jacinto College Grading Standards for English 103
The A paper has a strong, clear, arguable thesis, and its organization follows logically from the thesis.  The introduction and conclusion are effective. The writing style is clear, strong, and persuasive. The writer can usually organize ideas logically, choose words aptly, use sophisticated sentences effectively, and observe the conventions of written English.  The A student also attends class regularly and completes all assigned work with characteristic thoroughness and excellence.

Writing at the B level is clearly strong, competent writing that shows control of the elements of effective writing, presenting thoughtful ideas in a generally well‑organized manner and elaborating them with appropriate examples and sensible reasoning. The writer has a less fluent and complex style, but does usually choose words accurately, vary sentences effectively, and observe the conventions of standard written English, perhaps with minor flaws. The B student also meets the requirements of the class and completes assignments.

Writing at the C level is satisfactory, sometimes marginally so. The writer demonstrates adequate control of the elements of writing, supporting ideas with relevant examples—but perhaps only in a limited way. Language may be imprecise. Sentences may lack variety, and the writing may contain occasional major errors or frequent minor errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics. Although this is not necessarily true in every case, the C student may also miss or come unprepared to draft workshops, may not proofread final revisions carefully, and may attend class irregularly and therefore miss in‑class activities and assignments.

Writing at the D level is inadequate. The writing may not meet the criteria of the assignment or may lack a focused thesis, a logical pattern of organization, and/or specific examples to develop adequately the writer's argument. The writing may be characterized by errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics. The D student may also attend class irregularly and fail to complete assignments.

Writing at the F level may be unfocused, poorly organized, and underdeveloped. The writing may be off topic, may fail to meet the criteria of the assignment, or may be characterized by frequent and serious errors in grammar, usage, and mechanics. The F student may also fail to complete assignments.

For this four unit class, you are expected to spend a minimum of eight hours each week outside of class on the assignments. For most students interested in earning a grade of “A” or “B” in this course, more than eight hours of outside work will be necessary.

Attendance
Students are required to attend class. In this class, discussions and workshops require your active participation in the classroom. You are responsible for all class material–assignments, announcements, and lecture–whether or not you are present.  In the event of an absence, homework and in-class assignments are still considered due by the due date.  All papers not turned in on or before the due date in class will be late. Incomplete assignments will not be accepted or returned for completion.  Students have one chance to earn points on these assignments. If you are absent three or more days (for any reason), you are subject to a teacher drop from the course.

Academic Integrity: 
Plagiarism/cheating is a direct violation of intellectual and academic honesty. Plagiarism includes, but is not limited to, representing somebody else’s words or ideas as one’s own, using a paper written by another person or obtained from a commercial source, and paraphrasing an author’s ideas or quoting even limited portions of his or her text without the proper citation. Plagiarism is a violation of MSJC policy will not be tolerated. It may constitute grounds for a failing grade on the paper or in the course. Any act of plagiarism will be dealt with in accordance with MSJC procedure in dealing with student misconduct (See attachment 1).
Classroom Decorum and Management

Students in this class have, by and large, voluntarily given of their time and money to attend. Disruptive behavior, ranging from the seemingly innocuous act of talking to a neighbor as well as those items listed in MSJC Catalog, interferes with the educational process and denies students the opportunity to learn. To ensure each student's right to learn as fully as possible, I will begin proceedings to remove a student or a group of students from this class if I must speak to the individual or group more than twice concerning what I consider disruptive behavior. 

No food or beverages are permitted in the classroom. All phones and electronic media should be turned off (not left on or on vibrate mode) and stored off your person during the class session.

Disabled Student Services

If you have a physical, psychiatric/emotional, medical, or learning disability that may impact your ability to carry out assigned course work, I urge you to contact the staff in Disabled Student Services, (951) 487-3305, who will review your concerns and determine, with you, what accommodations are necessary and appropriate. All information and documentation are confidential.

Individual Assistance

The MSJC Writing Center offers free tutoring and academic support for all MSJC writing students. Students are encouraged to visit the Writing Center for additional assistance with any topic that involves writing and English skills, including thesis statements and forecasts, organizing an essay, paragraph development, and MLA citation standards. 
The Mt. San Jacinto College Writing Center is located in the Milo P. Johnson Library, Bldg. 300, on the San Jacinto campus. The mission of the Writing Center is dedicated to supporting writers, regardless of experience or ability, in the development of their own skills toward becoming more confident, independent writers. The Writing Center is staffed by professional faculty instructors and peer tutors who are all interested in writing and in helping students become better writers. The tutors have completed training courses that address the latest in writing tutoring theory and practice and are dedicated to student success.

Hours: Monday – Thursday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; Friday 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.; closed Saturday & Sunday

Your continued attendance in this class is acknowledgment that you have read and understand this syllabus and your agreement to abide by the conditions described therein.
