Study Guide Chapter 2

Church

1. The paradoxes of the Church: both divine and human, holy and sinful, visible and invisible, changing and unchanging.
2. The mystery of the Church and human reason. “The mystery of God (and the Church) can never be fully grasped by reason alone.

3. How is the Church influenced by the reality of sin in the world?

4. From the perspective of the Dark Ages and the Middle Ages, explain the influence of culture and political realities on the life of the Church.
5. In what sense is the Church necessary for salvation? 
6. In what ways do Catholics seek spiritual perfection?

7. St Paul says that Christian life resembles a runner in a race. Explain his idea. 

8. Why does the Church have a hierarchical structure? In what sense did this structure resemble the political and social structure of the European kingdoms?
9. Why is it important to understand the teachings/dogmas of the Church?

10.  What challenges did the Church face as the emperor transformed Christianity into the official religion of the empire?

11. In what ways did the Church change when Christianity became the official religion of the empire?

12.  Why do political leaders often believe that the unity of church and state is essential for the strength of a society? 
13. Explain the temptation of the teaching of Pelagius.

14. Explain St Augustine’s understanding of God’s plan of salvation.

15.  How did the Church respond to the collapse of the government of Rome?

16.  Why did many Christians go to live in the desert or join monasteries in the time period after Rome collapsed ?

17.  What was the role of the monasteries in the Church?

18. What was the economic status of the majority of the people in Medieval times?

19. What kind of education did most people receive during the Middle Ages?

20. Describe the typical political system of the Middle Ages

21. Why would the Church discourage the practice of astrology, divination, and magic?

22.   How did the Church adapt the Christian message to the spiritual needs of the peasants who practiced Animism and ancestor worship?

23.  How did the Church adapt the Mass, prayer, and liturgy to the spiritual needs of the people who could not read?

24.  How did the people of the Middle Ages often misunderstand their relationship with God and the way God saved them? Why did Medieval people think that they could purchase salvation?
25.  In what ways did some priests distort the Catholic religious practice and the understanding of God’s gift of salvation
26.  Explain Martin Luther’s understanding of God’s plan of salvation.

27.  Explain John Calvin’s understanding of God’s plan of salvation.

28.  Why did Francis have a different perspective of life than many other people?

29. Why did Francis deeply upset and disappoint his parents, especially his father?

30. Identify the Baptismal and Eucharistic symbols in the movie.

31. What did the life of Francis teach us about :

Our personal relationship with God.

The experience of creation.

Wealth and possessions

Relationships with other people

32.  Why did Francis upset people who had power and wealth? 

33. Why did Pope John call the V Council?

34. Describe the personality of the pope. How did his personality and values help create the conditions for a powerful council?

35. What were Pope John’s goals for the Church as he called the council?

36. Describe the struggle that existed at the beginning of the council for the control of the agenda. 

37. In what ways did the Council change the thinking of modern Catholics?

38. Why were the following ideas symbolic of the necessary changes many people wanted in the Church: Sharing of the cup at communion, priest faces the people, praying in the vernacular (the language of the people)?

39. Explain this idea: the Church praying gives rise to the Church believing.

40. In what ways did the Vatican Council involve the whole world in the discussion of significant mutual concerns?

41. In what ways did Vatican II differ from previous church councils?

42. How did the role of the baptized Catholics (lay people) change after the council?

43. How did the Council change Catholic relationships with other Christian churches?

44.  Explain the idea: the call to holiness.

1.  Explain this idea: Christ is salvation.

2. In what sense is salvation a transformation?

3. How did Jesus change our understanding of our relationship with God?

4. In what sense is salvation a process?

7. What are we saved from?

8. In what sense is salvation holistic? 

9. What are examples of fake forms of salvation?

10. In what sense does Jesus save us from fear and anxiety?

11. In what sense is salvation individual? In what sense is salvation shared with other  

      Christians?

12. What is the connection between salvation and social justice?

13. In what sense is salvation universal?

14. Why are Catholics reluctant to talk about their faith?

15. Explain this metaphor: God is a just accountant.

16. Why do many Protestant reject this metaphor?

17. How do the words of Jesus help us understand that he accountant metaphor contains  

      an incomplete understanding of God?

18   Explain this metaphor: God is a loving parent.

Scripture: 

I Corinthians 9:24-27: The discipline of an athlete.

Philippians 3:12-14. Run the race to win.

Matthew 16:17-19 and 18:18-19 The authority to loose and to bind.

Romans 8: 1-30 Life in the Spirit. The Future Glory.

Romans 10:1-21. God’s plan of salvation. The confession of faith.

James 2:14-26 The importance of faith and action.

John 1:1-18. Jesus the Word of Life.

John 15-1-17 Jesus is the vine.

John 14:1-7: Jesus is the way, the truth, and the life.

