Chapter Six Study Guide

The Church as Servant
1. Describe the values and teachings of the early Christians about:

a. Care of the poor

b. Class and status in society.

c. Materialism

d. Aceticism

e. Detachment from wealth

f. Sharing of wealth, possessions, resources.

2. Why did many Christians embrace monasticism and life in the desert?

3. Explain the Biblical expectations of justice.

4. What did the prophets teach about God’s expectations for society and its leaders in relationship to the people?

5. How did Christian attitudes about wealth and power evolve during the Middle Ages?
6. How did Christians of Medieval times understand their responsibility to the poor?

7. How did the experience of the Industrial Revolution challenge the Church’s understanding of its responsibility to the poor? 
8. Catholic Social Teaching:

a. How does the Church view political and economic systems?
b. What are the right and obligations of employers?

c. What are the rights and obligations of workers?

d. Does the Church encourage or discourage ownership of  private property?

e. Explain the concepts :Subsidiarity and the Common Good.

f. Why is the arms race a serious concern.

g. What are the social obligations of a government?

h. In what ways do the rights of human beings limit the power and authority of a government?

i. What are the moral limits on the conduct of war?

j. Why is social justice considered essential?
k. What are the moral limits of capitalism?
     7.  List the Corporal Works of Mercy. Why are they important?
     8.  List the Spiritual Works of Mercy.  Why are they important?
     9. Define the ten principles of Catholic Social Teaching. 

9. Explore the ministries of Catholic Charities.

10.  In ways does the Protestant Work Ethic differ from Catholic Social teaching? 

11. What is the challenge of solidarity in the modern world?

Catholic Update Solidarity
1. Why is compassion essential to the life of a Christian?

2. Why is solidarity more than compassion?
3. In what sense is solidarity a two way process?

4. How did Pope John Paul understand solidarity?

5. Describe the moral evil that the Pope believed was the source of poverty and human suffering.

6. What are the structures of violence?

7. What are the strengths and weaknesses of globalization?

8. Why is solidarity challenging and difficult?
9. Why is listening essential to solidarity?

10. How can Catholic Christians act to address theses concerns?

11. How is solidarity expressed through hospitality and gratitude?

Special Friends of the Poor

Elizabeth of Hungary, Frances of Rome, Martin of Tours
1. Describe the values that these three saints demonstrate in their response 

    to the poor.
2. In what ways did these saints understand that their response to the poor

    was also a response to Jesus?

3. Why did many people criticize of the charitable work of these saints? 

Scripture: 

Jesus Washes His disciple’s feet.
The Good Samaritan.

Matthew 25:31-46 The Last Judgment 

