A.P Comparative Government

Study Guide Chapter 4

Identifications:

Backbenchers

Collective Responsibility

Devolution

First-past-the-post
Gradualism



Magna Carta

Manifesto


Nationalization


Privatization

Shadow Cabinet

Third Way



Free Votes

Tory



Collectivist Consensus

vote of confidence
BBC



Independent agencies

Labour  Party

Conservative party

Liberal Party


Trade Union Congress


Confederation of British Industry
Good Friday Agreement
Proportional representation

Great Reform Act of 1832
The Book says that there are four major themes in modern British government: Be able to identify them. 

1. What are four political divisions of the United Kingdom?

2. The British have an “unwritten” constitution. What are the principal components of their constitution? 

3. What are the most significant events in British history that led to the formation of the constitutional monarchy?

4. What are the sources of legitimacy in the British political system?

5. How did the monarchs lose control of the government?

6. Why was power concentrated in the House of Commons?

7. What are the primary beliefs and values that guide the British political system? ( Collective consensus, pragmatism, gradualism, deference to authority, insularity, exceptionalism, noblesse oblige, 

8. How did the prime minister become the effective leader of the British government?

9. Explain the electoral process for the British Parliament.  How are M.P.’s chosen? How long do they hold office?

10. How is the cabinet structured? Who are its members? What powers does the cabinet hold?
11. Explain the power and the authority of the prime minister.

12. How are laws made in Britain?

13. How are laws implemented in Britain?

14. Explain the structure of the British departments and agencies.

15.  What is the role of the courts in the British system?  

16. What are the policies that the Labour Party has followed in the past 15 years?

17. How did Margaret Thatcher redefine British political life? What significant policies did she follow?

18. How is Northern Ireland related to the rest of the kingdom? 

19. How have the conflicts in Northern Ireland been resolved in the last twenty years?

20. In what ways have Scotland and Wales been granted greater autonomy in the British system?
21. What are the characteristics of British civic culture?

22. How do the British political parties relate to the British people?

23. What are the three main British parties? What policies do they endorse? 

24.  In what ways does the British electorate participate in the political system? What attitudes and ideas do they normally hold?

25. How do interest groups participate in the British system?

26. What are the policies of the British Conservative  coalition for
a. the European Union

b. economic integration with Europe (including the monetary system) ?

c. Relations with the United States?

d. Relations with the Commonwealth?

e. The war in Iraq? 

f. Global environmental issues?
