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1.  Why is democracy difficult to define?

2.  Why do nations express the fundamental rights of human beings  

3.  differently?

4.  Why are competitive elections essential to a democracy?

5.  Why is the rule of law essential to a functional democracy?

6. Explain this idea: civic culture.

7. Explain this idea: civil society.

8. Is capitalism essential to a functional democracy?  Why or why not?

9. How did John Locke influence the development of democracy?

10  How did Thomas Hobbes influence the development of democracy?
11 Why did strong democracies develop in Britain, France,  and the United States?
12 What problems retard the development of a democracy?
13 Why did fascism delay the development of democracy?

14 Why is legitimacy central to the strength of a democracy?

15  When does a government have legitimacy?

16 What are the essential roles of a political party in a democracy?

17  What is the fundamental role of a political party in a political system?
18  In what sense are the political designations conservative and liberal fluid?

19 What are the traditional viewpoints of the following groups?

Communist, 
Social Democratic, 
Liberal or Radical, Conservative.
Christian Democrat

     20. Why do many parties lack effectiveness in the political system?

     21.  Why have the leaders of the parties been tempted to become a 

            catch-all party to achieve political success ?
      22. In what ways have the media influenced these political trends?

      23. In what ways have women become more influential in the 

             political system?

       24. The author claims that voters are becoming less ideological in 

              their thinking.  Explain this idea. 

       25. Who are the postmaterialist voters?

       26. In what ways have environmental concerns influenced the 

              political system?

       27. When are voters likely to realign their political perspectives?

       28. In what ways have conservative leader redefined their 

              parties?

        29. In what ways do interest groups influence political systems?
        30.  When is political protest likely to be effective?

        31.   What are the essential characteristics of a presidential 

                political system?

         32. What are the essential characteristics of a parliamentary 

                system of government? 
          33. When is a parliamentary system highly effective?

          34, Why are these ideas essential to a parliamentary system:

                 Cabinet responsibility,  votes of confidence   clear majority

          35. Why is a parliamentary system less likely to produce a 

                 stalemate than the American Congress?

        36. What happens to the parliamentary system when a party 

              does not have a clear majority?

       37. Why is ideological fragmentation dangerous  in a parliamentary 

             system?

      38. How do bureaucracies affect the efficiency of a government?
       39. What is an iron triangle?  How does it influence the efficiency 

              of a government?  ( An integrated elite)

       40.  What are the two critical weaknesses of a market economy? 

                How do governments tend to compensate for these 

                weaknesses?

       41. What essential public services are provided by an 

             interventionist state?

        42. In what ways has economic globalization affected the political 

               systems?

43. In what ways has the end of the Cold War produced more 

      diversity in foreign policy?  

44. 

