Government Study Guide Chapter 3
Reading #1 pp50-51,54-top 59.Reading #2 top 59-66

1.  What are the essential elements of a federal  system?
2. Why does the United States have a system of checks and balances?

3. What are the three prominent characteristics of the American political culture?
4. Why do Americans tend to suffer from functional apathy?

5. What are the advantages and disadvantages of a two party system?

6. Why are there deep political divisions in the American political systems? Why are these divisions so strong?

7. Explain the ideals of the new left.

8. Explain the ideals of the new right.

9. In what sense is the government of the United States a weak state?

10. How does the president participate in the legislative process? What problems does the president face in creating policies and securing the passage of laws? (Strong presidents might not be successful in implementing programs)
11. What potential power does the Speaker of the House possess? The Majority Leader of the Senate?

12. Why is the law making process of the U.S. Congress complex and unpredictable?

13. Why is it difficult to maintain party discipline in Congress?
14. What are the five main factors that shape the way a member of Congress votes?

15. Why do American voters have greater influence over the members of Congress than voters in other countries?

16. Why is U.S. policy formation incremental?
17. How do the government agencies and departments influence the application of law and policy in the American system?

18. How does judicial review impact the implementation of law and policy in the U.S.?

19. In ways is the power of the federal  government limited by the power of the state governments?

20. The book claims that public policy formation is fragmented and inadequate. Explain this idea.

21. In what ways does the news media influence the formation of public policy?

