American History Position Paper 
Business and Government.

In the years after the Civil War many new businesses appeared in the United States.

Political and economic circumstance gave business men great freedom to run their affairs without interference from the government.  Many of these businesses became monopolies or formed trust agreements to discourage competition.  These businesses had tremendous control over products and services used by the American people. Often the charged the highest possible price while paying the lowest possible wages. Farmers and working class people complained about the lack of social responsibility in American businesses.

Using the facts of history, write an essay answering the following questions:

1. How much freedom should businesses have to produce and sell products and make a profit? 

2. Should government regulate business activities to protect workers and consumers from dishonest business practices and unsafe products?

3. How much influence should business have in government? Should businesses be able to influence the formation of laws and implementation of public policies and regulations?
