American History Study Guide Chapter 13
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1.  In what ways did the post-Civil War American government become passive 

     and lack the ability to provide firm leadership for the nation?
2.  What economic policies did the government tend to promote in the years 

     1866-1898?

3.  Why was the post-Civil War era the ideal time to develop the American 

      industrial power?

4.  Why did businessmen have tremendous freedom to conduct their 

      business without government restrictions?

5.  Explain how laissez faire thinking encouraged economic freedom for the 

     business leaders of the nation. In what ways did the business leaders 

     change the Jeffersonian ideal?
6.  What were the principal industries of the post Civil War era?
7..  Why were businesses able to expand their sales and services to every 

      part of the nation after the Civil War?

8.  How did open immigration help the nation develop economically?

9.  In what ways did technological innovation encourage economic growth?

10. In what ways did the construction of a modern railway system encourage 

     economic growth?  How did railroads influence the growth of America’s   

     cities?
11. Why was the construction of the first transcontinental railroad so 

      important to the American nation?

12. How did the railways and steamships help to create a new world market?
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13. Why were corporations the ideal type of organization for the expansion 

      of America’s business?

14.  Did monopolies help or hinder the economic growth of the United 

      States?

15. Generally speaking, what kind of men controlled America’s corporations?

16. How did the corporations gain control of the nation’s business? 

17. What techniques, legal and illegal, did the businesses use to protect their 

      profits and control of the market?

18. Why did the business leaders form trusts or cartels?

19. Which form of business organization is more effective, horizontal or 

     vertical organization?

20. Explain the Gospel of Wealth.  How was this idea reinforced by Social 

      Darwinism?

21. In what ways did the business leaders change the ideals of Laissez 

     Faire? Be prepared to compare Jeffersonian ideals with business ideals.
22. What arguments were used to criticize Social Darwinism?

23. In what ways did the government attempt to limit the power of the 

     corporations?
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