Study Guide for Final Exam

Church Spring 2010

Be prepared to answer at least six questions from each chapter.

You may use your Bible to help you answer questions on the test.

The appropriate Bible readings are provided with each chapter

 Chapter 1

1. How was the early Church organized?

2. How did the Itinerant Church Function?

3. Why were there two different styles of leadership in the early Church? What were the roles of the early Church leaders?

4. Who were the Charismatic Christians? How did they express their faith?

5. The early Christian Church believed and taught seven essential values. Explain two of these ideas.

6. What were the most important challenges and concerns of the early Church? 

7. Many Christians believed in the “Escaton” (the final coming of Jesus). There were three different groups. What did they believe and how did their beliefs guide their actions?

8. Cardinal Dulles taught that there are five models of the Church. Name them and provide definitions for two of the five.

9. Explain the importance of faith to the members of the Church.

10. Why is the experience of community essential to the life of the Church?

11. Why does the Church use creeds as during its prayer and worship?

12. How do members of the church stay in communion with one another?

13. In what sense does individual holiness come from God’s holiness?

14. In what sense is the Church Holy and yet imperfect?

15. Explain the idea: The Catholic Church is a universal community.

16. Why does the Church value tradition.

17. Why do Catholics respect and honor the authority of the Pope as the Bishop of Rome: Hint: Apostolic Succession. 

18.  In what sense is the Church the living Body of Christ.

19.  There are four marks of the Church. Explain two of the them :One,   Holy, catholic, and apostolic. 

Nine Things That Make Us Catholic

1. Why do Catholics have a positive understanding of the person? How is this related to our relationship with God? How do we explain the reality of sin and evil that is often found in the actions of some people?

2. Why is community important to Catholics? How is it related to the social ethic?

3.  Explain the idea: Sacramental outlook.

4. Why do Catholics cherish scripture? Why do they cherish tradition?

5. Explain the idea: holistic faith?

6. Why is social justice essential to Catholic faith?

7. What are the three disciplines of spirituality? What are the three fruits of a healthy spirituality?

8. In what sense is the Catholic faith inclusive?

9. Why do Catholics share a special devotion to Mary?
Scripture Readings:

John 13: Jesus washes His diciples feet.

I Timothy 4:1-5, 6:2-10. False Teachers

2 Timothy 4:3-5. False Teachers.

1  Corinthians 2:6-10 God’s wisdom.

Romans 12:1-2 Service to God.

Chapter 2 

1. From the perspective of the Dark Ages and the Middle Ages, explain the influence of culture and political realities on the life of the Church.

2. In what sense is the Church necessary for salvation? 
3. In what ways do Catholics seek spiritual perfection?

4. St Paul says that Christian life resembles a runner in a race. Explain his idea. 

5. Why does the Church have a hierarchical structure? In what sense did this structure resemble the political and social structure of the European kingdoms?

6. What challenges did the Church face as the emperor transformed Christianity into the official religion of the empire?

7. In what ways did the Church change when Christianity became the official religion of the empire?

8.  Why do political leaders often believe that the unity of church and state is essential for the strength of a society? 
9. Explain the temptation of the teaching of Pelagius.

10. How did the Church respond to the collapse of the government of Rome?

11.  Why did many Christians go to live in the desert or join monasteries in the time period after Rome collapsed ?

12.  What was the role of the monasteries in the Church?

13. What was the economic status of the majority of the people in Medieval times? How did this reality affect the Church? 
14. What kind of education did most people receive during the Middle Ages? How did this reality affect the Church?
15. Why would the Church discourage the practice of astrology, divination, and magic?

16.   How did the Church adapt the Christian message to the spiritual needs of the peasants who practiced Animism and ancestor worship?

17.  How did the Church adapt the Mass, prayer, and liturgy to the spiritual needs of the people who could not read?

18.  How did the people of the Middle Ages often misunderstand their relationship with God and the way God saved them? Why did Medieval people think that they could purchase salvation?

19.  Explain Martin Luther’s understanding of God’s plan of salvation.

20.  Explain John Calvin’s understanding of God’s plan of salvation.

21.  Why did Francis have a different perspective of life than many other people?

22. Why did Francis deeply upset and disappoint his parents, especially his father?

23. Identify the Baptismal and Eucharistic symbols in the movie.

24. What did the life of Francis teach us about :

Our personal relationship with God.

The experience of creation.

Wealth and possessions

Relationships with other people

25.  Why did Francis upset people who had power and wealth? 

26. Why did Pope John call the Vatican Council?

27. What were Pope John’s goals for the Church as he called the council?

28. In what ways did the Council change the thinking of modern Catholics?

29. Why were the following ideas symbolic of the necessary changes many people wanted in the Church: Sharing of the cup at communion, priest faces the people, praying in the vernacular (the language of the people)?

30. In what ways did the Vatican Council involve the whole world in the discussion of significant mutual concerns?

31. In what ways did Vatican II differ from previous church councils?

32. How did the Council change Catholic relationships with other Christian churches?

1.  Explain this idea: Christ is salvation.

2. In what sense is salvation a transformation?

3. How did Jesus change our understanding of our relationship with God?

4. In what sense is salvation a process?

7. What are we saved from?

8. In what sense is salvation holistic? 

9. What are examples of fake forms of salvation?

10. In what sense does Jesus save us from fear and anxiety?

11. In what sense is salvation individual? In what sense is salvation shared with other  

      Christians?

12. What is the connection between salvation and social justice?

13. In what sense is salvation universal?

14. Why are Catholics reluctant to talk about their faith?

15. Explain this metaphor: God is a just accountant.

16. Why do many Protestant reject this metaphor?

17. How do the words of Jesus help us understand that he accountant metaphor contains  

      an incomplete understanding of God?

18   Explain this metaphor: God is a loving parent.

I Corinthians 9:24-27: The discipline of an athlete.

Philippians 3:12-14. Run the race to win.

Romans 10:1-21. God’s plan of salvation. The confession of faith.

James 2:14-26 The importance of faith and action.

Chapter 3

1. The Christian Church is strongly influenced by and deeply indebted to the 

    Jewish faith. Explain how these ideas help demonstrate that Jesus fulfills 

    the promises God made in the Old Testament.  On the test we will ask you 

    be able to do two of these ideas. 

Mary the new Eve 

Jesus is the new Adam

Jesus is the new Moses

Jesus is the new Isaac.

Jesus is the Messiah

Jesus is the Lamb of God (Reference to the sacrifice of Isaac and the sacrifice in the Temple).

2. In what sense were Adam and Eve created in the image and likeness of 

   God? Why is this idea important for Christian thinking?

3. What did Adam and Eve experience in the temptation at the Tree of 

    Life? (You might consider the insight offer by the Song The Spark of 

    Creation). 

4. Jesus experienced two temptations. What were his choices?

5 In what ways is the death of Jesus on the cross related to the 

    sacrifice (binding) of Isaac by Abraham

6. What do we mean when we say that we are the Chosen People?

7 In what sense are we a prophetic people?

8 In what sense are we a priestly people?

9 Why is sacrifice no longer required in the Christian tradition?

10. In what sense is Jesus the true priest? How is his death on the cross  

      related to this idea?

11. In what sense is the ordained priesthood different from the priesthood

     we all receive in Baptism (the priesthood of all believers)?

12 Explain the significance the angel’s visit to Mary. Why was Mary’s answer 

      to God so important?

13 Why was there a heated dispute among early Christians about the need 

      to preserve the essential parts of the Jewish tradition in the Christian 

      experience? How were these concerns resolved?

22. Describe and explain the essential spiritual needs of human beings.

23. Identify and explain healthy ways that we can respond to our spiritual 

      needs.

24. What are the most effective ways that we can grow spiritually?

Bible Readings Used: 

John1:1-18 The Word of Life.  John 2:13-21 the new temple

Genesis 3:8-14 Adam and Eve hide from God.

Genesis 17:1-8 God’s promise to Abraham

Genesis 22:1-14 The sacrifice of Isaac.

Luke 1:26-38 The Angel visits Mary.

Mark 14:32-42 Jesus at Gethsemane

Matthew 4:1-11 The temptation of Jesus.

Luke 9:18-27 Jesus asks Peter: Who do people say that I am?

Chapter 4
1. Explain the idea: the teachings of the Church help form a Christian  worldview.

2. Explain this idea: Religious truth is rooted in revelation.

3. Explain this idea: “both religious truth and scientific truth are objective, they come from outside of us”.

4. How do Catholics use the holy scripture to help them live and share their faith?

5. Formation of the Church’s teaching, How did the doctors 

    of the Church and the ecumenical councils help Christians     

    understand their faith? 

6. In what ways are the teachings of the Church expressed in    

    papal encyclicals?

7. Why did many Christians flee to the desert to practice

     monastic life?

8 Why was monastic life different in the western church?

9.How did St. Benedict establish the framework for Catholic 

   monastic life?

10. Why were religious orders founded? In what ways do 

      religious orders help proclaim or witness to the Gospel?

11. Explain the central ideas of the encyclical Humanae Vitae. 

12. Explain the different ways that Catholics responded to the 

      teaching of Humanae Vitae.

     13 There are four theories of political relationships. Which of 

           the four is best suited to Catholic thinking about political 

           action? Explain why.

     14 Explain the circumstances in which a Christian could 

          engage in civil disobedience.

     15. What are the legitimate Christian concerns that 

          Catholics can advocate when they participate in the 

           political process?  

     16. What did St Augustine Teach us about Christian 

            citizenship.   

Faithful Citizenship

1. How does a Catholic participate as an active citizen in 

   American political life?

2. How does a well formed conscience guide a Catholic who 

    participates in the political process?

3.Explain this idea: “As Catholics we are not single issue     

   voters. A candidate’s position on a single issue is not  

   sufficient to guarantee a voter’s support”.

4. How should a Catholic respond when both candidates support 

    ideas that are contrary to Catholic teaching?

Chapter 6

1. Describe the values and teachings of the early Christians about:

a. Care of the poor

b. Class and status in society.

c. Materialism

d. Aceticism

e. Detachment from wealth

f. Sharing of wealth, possessions, resources.

2. Explain the Prophets teachings about God’s expectations of justice for the people of Israel.

3. What did the prophets teach about God’s expectations the leaders of society ?

4. How did Christians of Medieval times understand their responsibility to the poor?

5. How did the experience of the Industrial Revolution challenge the Church’s understanding of its responsibility to the poor? 

6. Catholic Social Teaching:

a. How does the Church view political and economic systems?

b. What are the right and obligations of employers?

c. What are the rights and obligations of workers?

d. Does the Church encourage or discourage ownership of  private property?

e. Explain the concepts :Subsidiarity and the Common Good.

f. Why is the arms race a serious concern.

g. What are the social obligations of a government?

h. In what ways do the rights of human beings limit the power and authority of a government?

i. What are the moral limits on the conduct of war?

j. Why is social justice considered essential?

k. What are the moral limits of capitalism?

     9.  List three of the Corporal Works of Mercy. Why are they important?

     10. List three of the Spiritual Works of Mercy.  Why are they important?

     11. Define two of the ten principles of Catholic Social Teaching. 

a. human dignity b. respect for human life c. association d. participation

e. preferential option for the poor. f. solidarity g. stewardship 

h. subsidiarity i. human equality j. the common good.

    12.  What are some of the many ministries sponsored by Catholic
           Charities in the Chicago area?
Catholic Update Solidarity

1. Why is solidarity more than compassion?

2. In what sense is solidarity a two way process?

3. Describe the moral evil that the Pope believed was the source of poverty and human suffering.

4. What are the structures of violence?

5. Why is solidarity challenging and difficult?

6. Why is listening essential to solidarity?

How Should We Think About the Poor

1. Why do we tend to forget the poor? In what sense are the poor invisible?

2. Explain the idea: undeserving the poor.

3. What are the risks in helping the poor?

4. Why is helping the poor not always a pleasant experience? 

5. In what sense do we resemble the poor?

6. In what sense are the poor overwhelmed into inaction?

Special Friends of the Poor

Elizabeth of Hungary, Frances of Rome, Martin of Tours

1. Describe the values that these three saints demonstrate in their response 

    to the poor.

2. In what ways did these saints understand that their response to the poor

    was also a response to Jesus?

3. Why did many people criticize of the charitable work of these saints? 

