Construction Vocabulary



Name: ______________________
That’s How We Build a House


Date: _______________________

Directions: We are going to discuss the residential construction process. Then we will watch a video that shows the process.  We will learn and practice the names of various tradespeople (workers), their duties (what they do), and some of the materials, tools, and equipment that they use.
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Discussion Questions
1. Who has worked in construction?  What was your job?  What did you do?

2. Did you work on residential, commercial, or industrial projects?

3. Do you know any other people that have worked in construction? What are / were their jobs? 

4. Have you ever had any work done on your house? For example, have you ever hired someone to paint your house or remodel your kitchen?  Do you think you might hire someone to do that in the future? (If so, would it help you to know what those workers are talking about?) Would you rather do that work yourself?

5. What are some of the tradespeople (workers) that are involved in the residential construction process?

6. With your partner (or group) talk about the construction process. 
a. For example: if you want to build a house, what is the first step?  
b. What is the second step?  
c. What is the third step, and so on. On page 2 of this handout make a list, map, or chart of the steps that you know in the construction process. (The pictures may help you get started. You can add your own sketches, too.)  Include the names of the trades people (e.g. carpenter, electrician) if you know them. 
The Residential Construction Process
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7. Now, fill in the chart with the names of the trades people (workers) that you know.  Then fill in (as much as you can) their duties, and the tools, equipment and materials they use. 
	Trades person (worker)
	Duties (activities)
	Tools, equipment & materials

	surveyor
	Measures the building lot.
	scope and transit (old technology) total station, (new technology using infrared light) calculator, computer

	architect
	Designs the house.
	Computer, CAD software, ruler, pencil, blueprints.

	framing* carpenter
	Builds the forms for the concrete foundation, frames the house (floors, walls & roof)
	Ladder, hammer, pneumatic nail gun. Level, plumb bob. Lumber (2x4, 2x6), plywood. Nails, studs, joists.

	electrician
	Installs the wiring and electrical fixtures (switches, outlets, lights)
	Wire cutters, linesman pliers. Blueprints. Wire, cable, Romex, electrical boxes, electrical fixtures, conduit.

	plumber
	Installs the pipes and plumbing fixtures (sinks, showers, toilets)
	Pipe wrench, soldering torch, blueprints. Pipe, solder, fixtures (toilets, sinks), drains, plastic pipe, glue, copper pipe,. 

	heating & cooling engineer
	Designs the heating and cooling system.
	Computer, software, blueprints. Furnace, air conditioner, ducts, insulation.

	sheet metal worker
	Measures, cuts and installs the sheet metal for the heating & cooling air ducts.
	Metal snips, screw gun. Sheet metal, screws, ducts.

	Drywaller, drywall installer (shown but not named in the DVD)
	Installs (hangs) the drywall. Tapes and muds the joints.
	Ladder, stilts, screw gun, electric screwdriver, hammer, drywall hammer. Nails, screws, drywall, tape, joint compound (mud).

	bricklayer / mason*
	Builds walls out of bricks.
	Scaffold, ladder.  Trowel, level. Bricks, mortar.

	finish* carpenter / trimmer
	Installs cabinets and trim (e.g. baseboard, door trim)
	Hammer, level, nail set. Nails, caulk.

	painter
	Paints the interior and exterior of the house.
	Ladder, scaffold, paint brush, roller, drop cloth. Paint.

	Lather*
	Prepares the walls for stucco or plaster. Ex: installs stucco netting on exterior walls.
	Scaffold, ladder. Hammer, wire cutters. Stucco netting (chicken wire).

	Plasterer*
	Plasters interior and exterior walls with various plaster materials.
	Hawk and trowel. Plaster.

	Roofer*
	Installs the roofing material, such as 3-tab asphalt, shingles.
	Ladder, roofing hammer, circular (Skil) saw. Shingles, tar paper / building paper.

	landscaper
	Installs the tree, shrubs, turf (lawn) and flowers.
	Backhoe / tractor, shovel, rake. Trees, sod, bushes, shrubs, flowers.


* Notes to Instructor: 
This is a sample of some possible vocabulary.  The terms/items in bold red text are mentioned or shown in the DVD.

The trades with an asterisk are not mentioned in this video. Only some of the tools and equipment in this chart are shown or mentioned in the video.  The chart is for reference for the class discussion regarding the students’ prior knowledge & experience. After watching the video, students can add their new knowledge / vocabulary to it. 
Remember: If you don’t understand something, ask:


What does _________ mean?





Excuse me.


What does residential mean?
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