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Basic Construction Vocabulary

That’s How We Build a House
Description:  This lesson introduces students to the residential construction process, various tradespeople involved in that process, and some important construction related vocabulary.  In the main activity, students watch the DVD That’s How We Build a House which shows the actual construction of a house from lot survey, through the construction process, to the finished residence with landscaping. The video was designed as educational material for children, but it works very well with ESL students. 

Pre-listening discussions and activities bring the students’ prior experience and knowledge into the lesson.  Post-listening discussions help to clarify the information and provide an opportunity to use the new vocabulary.  Extension activities provide opportunities to explore the construction trades in more detail.

ESL Level: 3-6 (Could be Level 1; see “Adaptations” below)

Purposes:
· To give students an overview of the residential construction process

· To introduce various trades in the construction industry

· To familiarize students with important vocabulary related to the construction trades

· To provide model language—especially question and answer forms—for students to practice.

· To encourage students to explore career opportunities in the construction trades

SWBAT:

· Identify several different trades in the construction industry

· Identify and describe the basic duties of those trades people

· Identify some of the tools, equipment and materials used by those trades people

· Describe the basic steps in the residential construction process

· Relate this information to their own past experience and knowledge

· Explore further some career opportunities in the construction trades

Time to prepare: 

· 10 minutes to make copies of handouts

· 30 minutes to preview DVD (highly recommended)

· 30 minutes to preview handouts 

Time for lesson(s):

Complete Set of Lessons:
· Warm up / prior knowledge discussion & activity: approximately 1 hour

· Watching DVD and related activities (q&a handout, discussion): The DVD is about 30 minutes.  Watching the DVD and doing the question & answer exercise will take at least 1.5 hours, but could be more, depending on the interest of the class, and the amount of review / practice time allowed. Also note: This time does not need to be consecutive. The the lesson can be broken into chunks, and interspersed with additional activities, such as reading or writing assignments.

· Extension Activities: variable, depending on depth of further research. (See Extension Activities under the Procedures section

Short Version:
· Approximately 1 to 1.5 hours to watch the video and complete the question and answer exercise – with some discussion.

Materials Required:
· Handouts

· Build a House, discussion (pre-listening exercise) *TG

· Build a House, questions (comprehension & cloze-type questions) *TG

· DVD: “That’s How We Build A House” 

RTC library: 690.8 THAT’S 2002h

running time: 28 minutes

· DVD player and remote control

*TG:  There is also a Teacher’s Guide for this material.

Procedure:

1. Divide the class into pairs or small groups.

2. Ask the class if anyone has worked in the construction industry.

3. Distribute copies of the discussion guide, Build a House, discussion, and discuss questions 1-5 as a class.

4. Allow at least 20-30 minutes for the groups to continue the discussion and complete questions 6 & 7.

5. Recap the discussion with the whole class.  T may write key vocabulary (from the students’ prior knowledge) on the board.

6. Introduce the DVD, and play a short segment of it (e.g. through the segment on “excavating”).  Encourage students to take notes. (see adaptations, below)

7. Stop the DVD and check the students’ comprehension by posing some questions. (You can use the question and answer exercise, Build a House, questions, as a guide.)

8. If the students do not know the answers to some of the questions, write them on the board.  Then replay the DVD segment, instructing the students to listen carefully for the answer(s).

9. After doing this with a few segments, distribute the question handout (Build a House, questions).

10. Continue to play segments of the video and have students fill in the blanks to answer the questions. 

11. Recap in groups, then with the whole class

12. Students may also revisit the list and chart that they did in the pre-listening discussion exercise.  They can fill in the chart with their newly acquired vocabulary and knowledge.

Note: I highly recommend that you do not play the entire DVD through to the end.  It’s better to leave a bit of suspense about what will happen next.  Instead, play a segment and review it via questions and discussion. Then watch that segment (or a portion of it) again, having the students listen for particular information that they may have missed the first time. Then continue and add another segment.  This way, the students can listen several times, each time building their vocabulary and knowledge.

Adaptations:
Various listening strategies can be used depending on the level of the class and the amount of time you want to devote to this exercise.

a. The students simply listen and watch the video, then answer questions posed by the instructor

b. The students listen and take notes, then answer questions posed by the instructor

c. The students take notes, then the instructor distributes the handout and students use their notes to answer the questions (individually, in pairs or groups)

d. The students read the questions (on the handout) then listen for those specific answers

This DVD (as with any action video) can be used effectively with any level ESL student.  For example, with Level 1 and 2 students, the instructor can mute the audio, pause the video as necessary, and narrate the action—providing excellent comprehensible input.  Example: “What’s he doing? He’s picking up the hammer?”  “What’s she doing?  She’s removing the nail”. “What’s that? It’s a saw.”

Extension Activities

A. Students explore the RTC web site, especially the Training Programs and Apprenticeship sections, to see what kind of construction trades training is offered at (or in affiliation with) RTC.

B. Students choose a construction trade and research the career possibilities, including the wages, job outlook, required training etc., using WOIS, the Internet, and/or books and videos.

C. Follow up with other construction related ESL plans, including:

a. Carpenter’s Apprenticeship (DVD)

b. RTC program videos (with related activities)

D. Visit a construction related training program or apprenticeship (see RTC web site)

Additional Resources

· WOIS database – available via RTC library web site

· www.constructionphotographs.com
This is an excellent source of freely downloadable construction photos.  Just be sure that you follow the web site’s instructions regarding citation of the source.

· “Apprenticeship, the Original 4 Year Degree” (video on Internet)

http://www.wabuildingtrades.org/ (see the link on the right)

run time: 9: 47

· ESL for the Trades on the  Construction Center of Excellence page of RTC web site (see Resources section) http://www.rtc.edu/CCE/Resources/Products/ESLLessons/Default.aspx
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