“The Landlady” by Roald Dahl 

Part One: Multiple Choice
1) Why does Billy Weaver walk “briskly” down the street?
a) He wants to impress his boss. 
b) He wants to act like a successful businessman. 
c) He wants to keep warm.

d) All of the above
2) Which aspects of the house make Billy feel it would be a good place to stay? 


a) It is cheap and close.


b) The pets make it look inviting.


c) The flowers in the window are pretty.


d) All of the above.
3) Why did Billy not go to the pub?

a) He wasn’t in the mood for a drink.

b) He didn’t have enough money for the pub.

c) He got lost on the way to the Bell and Dragon.

d) He didn’t want to go any further.
4) What was unusual about the way the landlady responded to the doorbell? 

a) There was no wait time.

b) She answered before he rang.

c) She took forever to answer.

d) None of the above.
5) Which aspects of the landlady’s appearance and voice make her seem trustworthy? 

a) She appears to be kind and gentle.

b) She sounds like his mother.

c) She has a unique accent.

d) Her voice reminds him of someone he knew.

Part Two: Short Answer
1) What evidence is there that the landlady had been expecting a guest?
2) What are the first signs that the landlady is very odd? 
3) Billy doesn’t finish his sentence about Mr. Mulholland.  What was he about to say? 
4) Why is it creepy when the landlady says Mr. Temple had skin “just like a baby’s”? 
5)  What do you think the landlady means when she says “I stuff all my little pets myself when they pass away?” 
Part Three: Long answer:
Choose either the creative writing assignment or the essay format below and write a complete answer. Remember to use your writing programme guidelines. You may use your agenda pages for your answer.

1) The story “The Landlady” builds up suspense throughout the story. Continuing with that theme, write an extension of the story. 

OR

2) How do you think Billy will die?  Explain why you think so in an essay format. 
