Our Catholic Faith
Christian Social Action

I. Jesus, the Model of Servant. John 13:1-5
A. Because Christ served, all members of the faith community are called to serve.

1. The cross of Christ as the ultimate act of service.

2. Authentic discipleship is a call to service.

3. Baptismal and confirmational vows.

B. Service is to make present Christ’s ministry in the world.
C. Service makes the Kingdom of God a present reality for everyone.
II. The life of Christ is a life of giving to those in need.

A. The needy are those people living on the margin of society.

B. Members of the faith community must be dedicated to the needy because the needy are honored members of the Body of Christ.

C. When we separate ourselves from the needy, do we separate ourselves from the Church?

D. To care for the needy is to tend to the wounds of the crucified Christ.

E. “I thirst”… the source of Jesus’ thirst is the presence of human suffering in the world. Compassion quenches this thirst.

F. Service based in Christ is not the desire to shape the world for personal reasons, but the desire to be with those who are being misshaped by the world.

III. Christian Social Action – is compassionate service in terms of justice 
         and mercy.

A. Christian Social Action must involve both mercy and  justice.

1. The Parable.

2. Mercy + Justice = Compassion   or

Charity + Advocacy = Service

B. Mercy is the act of serving others without regard to legal or moral 

  rights.

1. To care for the needy “where they live”.

2. The focus is on the individual and the effects of suffering.

3. Represents direct service with immediate but temporary results.

4. Involves corporal and spiritual works:

a. Corporal (of the body) works:

1. Feed the hungry.

2. Give drink to the thirsty.

3. Clothe the naked.

4. Shelter the homeless.

5. Visit the sick.

6. Visit the captive.

7. Bury the dead.

b. Spiritual works: 

1. Counsel the doubtful.

2. Instruct the uneducated.

3. Comfort the sorrowful.

4. Forgive injuries.

5. Bear wrongs patiently.

6. Advise the sinner.

7. Pray for the living and the dead.

C. Justice is the act of giving to others what they deserve through 

  equal and fair treatment.

1. It works for legal, political, and economic change.

2. The focus is on social structures – changing social structures so as to reflect God’s Kingdom. * Restructuring social institutions so that everyone has the opportunity to support himself or herself and contribute to society.

3. Represents indirect service working for permanent change.

4. Corrects the causes of suffering. 

D. Compassion is: (1) the act of entering into and sharing another’s  

  suffering ___________, (2) while trying to alleviate the cause  

  of the hardship __________. 

                                    Mercy + Justice = Compassion.
E. Compassion involves role-taking and active imagination.
IV. CSA Vocabulary.

A. Covenant Relationships: God – Creation – Self.

B. Sacramental Fellowship – promotes human dignity by recognizing and responding to each person as made in God’s image.

C. Solidarity – the one, equal, mutually obligated, global family

(all for one and one for all).

1. Based on equality.


2. Seeing ourselves in others~seeing Christ in others.

D. Stewardship – The human responsibility to be caretakers for all of God’s creation. Genesis 2:15.
V. Principles of C.S.A.
A. Human Dignity – is the basis of all Christian social action.

1.Humans created in God’s image( God is the source of human 

   dignity.


a. Humans as co-creators.


b. * Dignity can never be taken away or destroyed.

2. Christian service is an expression of our dignity.

B. Universal Destination of Goods.

1. Choices made by one individual or group should not deny any 

    other individual or group their basic rights and needs.

2. God created the goodness of the earth to be shared.

a. Universal goods vs. personal property.

b. Survival Rights and Thrival Rights.


3. All things necessary for survival and well being must be   

         shared.



a. Violation of U.D.G. is to break Commandments 7&10.

b. First we learn to share our surplus – then we learn share 
     our needs. 

c. First World vs. Third World.

C. Common Good – society should be organized so that the entire   

  community as well as individuals benefit from society’s actions. 

1. Common good involves:

a. Respect for each person.

b. Social well being.

c. Participation by everyone.

d. Peace.

2. C.G. is based on interdependence (mutuality).

3. The web of life.

D. Preferential Option for the Poor – (Pope John Paul II) the 
  poor must be given special consideration.

1. Our social policies must reflect God’s concern for the poor.

 
2. A society will be judged on how it treats its most 
          vulnerable members.
VI. Power and the Circles of Concern and Influence.

A. Power is the God-given ability to actively determine one’s life in the environment in which one lives.


1. God is the source of human power. 


2. Power is to be used to fulfill God’s plan for creation 
          (co-creator).


3. Types of power: Power over  vs.  Power with 

B. Our circle of concern is what we value and see as priorities.

C. Our circle of influence consists of those things within our circle 

                of concern that we have the power to deal with.



1. As we mature our circle of influence in life increases.



2. Our concerns must constantly grow as our influence develops 

                        in life.

D. As co-creators we must use our influence to meet our concerns.
VII. Avoid Bystander Syndrome - a sin of omission.


A. Bystander Syndrome - when we think others are involved in 

               service, we are less likely to serve.


B. To avoid Bystander Syndrome:



1. Increase awareness of social problems and suffering
                        (broaden our circle of concern).


2. Understand the urgency to serve.


3. Assume responsibility.

VIII. Social Exchange - Reciprocity - Social Responsibility


A. Social Exchange - service motivated to gain reward.


B. Reciprocity - service based on "paying back" for being served in 

               the past (service according to the way and amount one has been 

               served.

C. Social Responsibility - selfless and unconditional service, not 

               based on reward or being served in the past.



What is the Christian motivation to serve others?

IX. Pity - Sympathy - Empathy - Compassion


A. Pity - impersonal feeling of sorrow or regret for another's 

               suffering. Detachment.


B. Sympathy - being sensitive to another's hardship due to 

               Association.


C. Empathy - sharing another's suffering through care and concern.

                Sharing.

     
D. Compassion - the act of entering into and sharing another’s  
  suffering while trying to alleviate the cause of the hardship. 

  Mercy and Justice.

* Pity-->Sympathy-->Empathy-->Compassion.

Role-playing --> increases.

