Our Catholic Faith
Commandments 4 and 5

Remember, of these parents you were born; what can you give them for all they gave you? 
With all your soul, fear God...
With all your strength, love your Creator...     
Sirach 7:27-28

I. Commandments 4-10 deal with our relationship with creation.
	
	A. Remember: Commandments 4-10 are inseparable from Commandments 1-3.
		1. We love God (Jesus' great commandment) by loving God's creation 
                             (Jesus' second great commandment).
		2. The values of Commandments 4-10 originate from Commandments 1-3.
	
	B. Living according to Commandments 4-10 make it possible to live in a world 
                  that is God's plan for creation.


[bookmark: _GoBack]II. The Fourth Commandment - Forming Covenants.
 
Honor your father and your mother, as the LORD, your God, has commanded you, 
that you may have a long life and prosperity in the land which the LORD, your God, is giving you.               Deut. 5:16

	A. The Fourth Commandment is the bridge commandment between 
                 Commandments 1-3 and Commandments 5-10.

	B. Commandment 4 is concerned with the question, Who is my family?
		1. Our personal family------>the family of Humankind.
		2. Reverence and well-being for our origins.
		3. To belong to something larger than one's self.
	
In our brothers and sisters we see the children of our parents; in our cousins, the descendents of our country; in the baptized, the children of the Church; in every human person, a son or daughter of the One who is called Father. CCC 2212-2213.
	C. This Commandment mirrors the covenant established by God in the 
                  First Commandment.
		1. It calls for us to live according to a covenant in all our relationships.
		2. Human communities are made up of persons that deserve our care and 
                            concern. 
				    Our relationship with God 
                                must be reflected in our relationship with others.
		
		3. Covenant - a solemn promise between two parties involving mutual 
                                                   obligations.
			a. Husband/father - Wife/mother
			b. Parent - Child
			c. Brother - Sister
			d. Family - Grandparent
			e. Teacher - Student
			f. Church - Faithful
			g. Country/government - Citizen
			h. Employee - Employee
			i. Coach/team - Athlete
			j. Friend - Friend
			k. Earth - Humans

	D. To honor, means to give credit or distinction.
		1. Commandment 4 is calling us to see the dignity and therefore worth of 
                             every human being regardless of race, color, gender, age or creed.

			made in God's image--->dignity--->human worth
		
		2. Originally this Commandment was meant to protect the aged and 
                             vulnerable members of the wandering Israelites. 
			a. How does our society measure human worth?
			b. Worth is based on dignity, not social contribution.
		3.  Being concerned for the welfare and quality of all of God's creation, 
                              especially children, the elderly, the sick and dying, the poor and 
                               outcast.

	
	E. The family is the basic building block of society. Read Sirach 3:1-16, 4:1-10.
		1. It all starts with marriage and family - the source of a healthy and just 
                             society. 
		2. The family is the basic provider of love, security, education and faith for 
                             the individual.
		3. The Domestic Church - the Holy Family as the model of family.
                 
	F. The Church is our parent who nurtures us as we grow in faith.
		1. It is guided by the Holy Spirit.
		2. It offers 2,000 years of wisdom and experience.
		3. It is universal in nature - all are welcome.

	G. The Fourth Commandment requires us to recognize and obey authority in our 
                  lives.
		1. The duties of authority in society are like the responsibilities parents 
                             have for the welfare of their families - authority must provide for the  
                              physical, emotional and moral needs of society.
		2. When authority fails to do this, it becomes the duty of the individuals in 
                             society to recreate laws and leadership that work for the common good.
		3. When the laws of society conflict with the laws of God, a person of faith 
                            must follow God’s will.

	H. Value: 
		1. Respect and concern for every person.
		2. Honoring our origins.
		3. Gratitude for the source of our life and well-being.
		4. Obedience for authority.

	I. Actions: *Living out our covenant responsibilities.
		1. Service to all of God's creation especially children, the elderly, the 
                             marginalized.
		2. Broaden our circle of concern by accepting all people as our neighbor and
                            using our influence for the common good. Work for the fellowship of 
                            humanity.
		3. Base decisions on the wisdom of authority.


	J. Sins: *The failure to see God in creation.
		1. Racism, Ageism, Sexism.
		2. Individualism and ego-centrism.
		3. Not honoring marriage and family.
		4. Corruption in government.
		5. Destruction of the Earth.


III. The Fifth Commandment.

				You shall not kill.
							Exodus 20:13

The LORD then said: "What have you done! Listen: your brother's blood cries out to me from the soil! Genesis 4:10

	The LORD God then took the man and settled him in the garden of       
              Eden, to cultivate and care for it. Genesis 2:15
	
	A. The Fifth Commandment is about stewardship of life.
		1. Stewardship is "the responsible overseeing and protection of something 
                             considered worth caring for and preserving".
		2. The first command given to human beings by God was to take care of 
                             His creation. This is humanity's legacy.
		3. To protect, maintain and enhance life in all of its manifestations.

	B. All life is sacred becomes it is a precious gift from God.
		1. The two great gifts from God: life and free will.
		2. Our free will is an invitation to be a part of the life of God.
			*What I am is my gift from God, What I become is my gift to God.
		3. The Web of Life.

  “Humankind has not woven the web of life. We are but one thread within it. Whatever we do to the web, we do to ourselves. All things are bound together. All things connect.” 
					Chief Seattle
	
	C. The Fifth Commandment is against any form of violence.
		1. Violence is any unloving act.
		2. 1 John 4:7-12 - If God is love, then any form of violence is separation from 
                                                           God.
		3. “To love is to will the good of another.” St. Aquinas
		4. Are we a society of violence?

	D. Value: 
		1. The sanctity of all life and quality of life from conception to natural death.
		2. Peace and love.
		3. The Seamless Garment.
			*What does it mean to be pro-life?
			*How does individualism affect the Fifth Commandment?
	E. Actions:
		1. Reverence of all forms of life.
		2. Promoting quality of life – physical, mental and spiritual.
		3. Peace-making – pacifism. “The work of justice and the effects of charity.”
		4. Mercy/forgiveness.
		5. Becoming a people-orientated society (rather than an object orientated).
		6. Respecting our bodies and good health.

	F. Sins:
		1. Murder.
		2. Abortion.
		3. War/Arms Race.
		4. Euthanasia.
		5. Assisted Suicide.
		6. Pollution.
		7. Genetic Engineering/cloning/stem cell research.
		8. Violence in the media.
		9. Capital Punishment.
		10. Wastefulness.
		11. Alcohol/drug Addiction.
		12. Artificial Birth Control.

               Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I 
                                     dedicated you. Jer. 1:5 *It's A Wonderful Life

