Our Catholic Faith
Commandments 7 & 10
Commandment 8

You shall not steal. You shall not lie or speak falsely to one another.
Leviticus 19:11
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The thief must no longer steal, but rather labor, doing honest work* with his own hands, so that he may have something to share with one in need. 
Ephesians 4:28


“This is the curse that is going forth over the face of the whole land; surely everyone who steals will be purged away according to the writing on one side, and everyone who swears will be purged away according to the writing on the other side.  I will make it go forth,” declares the LORD of hosts, “and it will enter the house of the thief and the house of the one who swears falsely by My name; and it will spend the night within that house and consume it with its timber and stones.”
Zechariah 5: 3-4


O God, whom I praise, do not be silent, 
for wicked and treacherous mouths attack me.
They speak against me with lying tongues; with hateful words they surround me,
attacking me without cause. In return for my love they slander me, even though I prayed for them. They repay me evil for good, hatred for my love.
Psalm 109:2-5



After the first sin by humankind – prideful disobedience to God – 
came the second sin – distortion of the truth.




I. The Seventh and Tenth Commandments:

You shall not steal.
You shall not covet your neighbor’s goods.

	A. The Seventh and Tenth Commandments are concerned with the values:
		1. Freedom – the great gift given by God to all people. 
		2. Rights – that which is due to all of God’s creation.
			a. A person’s right to freedom is sacred.
			b. We may never deprive someone of something that is theirs by 
                                        God’s will.
		3. Gratitude - Generosity – Justice – virtues that counter greed, envy and 
                             individualism.

	B. Commandments 7 & 10 are based on:
		1. Common Good - society should be organized so that the entire 
                             community as well as individuals benefit from society’s actions. 
	a. Common good involves:
	i. Respect for each person.
	ii. Social wellbeing.
	iii. Participation by everyone.
	iv. Peace.
			b. C.G. is based on interdependence (mutuality).
			c. Human Dignity + Human Social Dimension
	 	2. Stewardship - The human responsibility to be caretakers for all of God’s            
                             creation. Genesis 2:15.
			a. Humans have responsibility (dominion) to care for creation.
			b. Caretakers protecting, maintaining and enhancing creation now 
                                         and for future generations.
			c. All life.
	3. Solidarity - the one, equal, mutually obligated, global family - all for one 
                 and one for all.  The Golden Rule.
	4. Preferential Option for the Poor- the poor must be given special 
           consideration.
	a. Our social policies must reflect God’s concern for the poor.
 		b. A society will be judged on how it treats its most vulnerable 
                      members.
		c. Read Mt. 19:16-26 and Luke 16:19-31

5. Universal Destination of Goods - God created the goodness of the earth 
      to be shared by everyone.
a. Universal goods vs. personal property.
b. Survival Rights and Thrival Rights.
	*Remember: private property is always subordinate to the social 
                                function of property

	C. Commandments 7 & 10 apply not only to individuals, but to:
		1. Governments.
		2. Institutions – school, church, hospitals, etc.
		3. Corporations/work place.

	D.  Sinful Behaviors that violate Commandments 7 & 10:
		1. Commandment 7 – Greed – desire of wealth or material possessions over 
                              and above life and people.		     
		     Commandment 10 – Envy - resentment and jealousy over another's 
                              characteristics or possessions. 
		
		2. Specific examples of stealing:
			a. Academic dishonesty/Cheating. 
                                        (Combination between lying and stealing).
			b. Not using one’s gifts and talents.
			c. Destruction of the earth.
			d. Unfair wages – not providing an honest day’s work.
			e. Economic oppression.
			f. Slavery.
			g. Identity theft.
			h. Wastefulness.
			i. Excessive consumerism – misuse of advertising.
			j. Embezzlement.









	E. Actions that support the Seventh and Tenth Commandments:
		1. Becoming a people orientated society (not a thing orientated society).
		2. Living a more simple life.
		3. GratitudeGenerosity.
		4. Distributive Justice – equal distribution of goods and services to all.
		5. Charity (almsgiving). Do I use my possessions to make the world a better 
                             place?
		6. Justice – respecting the rights and freedoms of others.
		7. Providing Christian service.
		8. Recycling.
		9. Sharing the earth’s resources (among people and generations).

		What does it mean to be a Christian consumer? 
                                Deciding what we need vs. what we want.


	F. Examination of Conscience Commandments 7 & 10:

		• Have I given an honest day’s work for my wages?
		• Have I been fair to employees?
		• Have I shown respect for the property of others?
		• Have I stolen anything, been dishonest, or cheated?
		• Have I made reparation for any injustice committed
		   against others?
		• Have I been generous with my time, my talent,
		   and my treasure?
		• Am I greedy or avaricious?
		• Have I been jealous of others?
		• Do I let Christ’s teachings guide me in business matters?



	*Is there is a connection between Commandments 7/10 and 8?
	
	Lying and cheating are words and actions of deception that:
		1. Separate us from others and
		2. Separate us from the person we are meant to be.
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You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

	A. The Eighth Commandment is a more specific application of 
                 Commandments 7&10.
		
		How are lying and deception a form of stealing?
	
	B. The Eighth Commandment is based on the values of:
		1. Respect for the truth.
			a. Made in God’s image means humans are created to fulfill His truth 
                                        and purpose.
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			d. Genuine freedom is knowledge of the truth.
			e. All humans are obliged to seek the truth.
		2. Respect for the sacredness of a person’s reputation.
			a. Definition: “public recognition of esteem or regard”. It is being able 
                                        to value who we are.
			b. The origin of our human reputation is God.
			c. Reputation is a human right.
		3. Promoting trust through integrity and honest living.
			a. Integrity is consistently good moral character.
			b. People of integrity live honest lives, and therefore…
			c. Inspire trust in others; the value of trust is vital to forming good 
                                        and lasting relationships. "Let your yes mean yes".

	C. Confidentiality – keeping safe a truth that must not be shared with others.
		1. When someone takes you into their confidence, they are placing their 
                             wellbeing into your hands.
		2. It involves another person’s welfare, safety, privacy and the common 
                            good.
			
			Under what conditions can confidentiality be broken?
	
	
	D. Social Dimensions of Truth
		1. Lies cause damage to the one who tells it and damages human 
                             relationships. Every time you lie or cheat, you separate yourself from 
                             others.
		2. Societies break down when its members no longer sense the truth is 
                             being shared.
		3. Governments and the media are morally bound to protect and maintain 
                             the truth.

	E. Disrespecting Reputations – forms of gossiping.
		1. Detraction – spreading information that is true, but damaging to the 
                            person’s reputation.
		2. Slander/calumny – creating or spreading information about a person 
                             that is untrue. Theft of a person’s good name.
		3. Forming rash judgments about another person.

	F. Habitual Lying and Rationalization.
		1. Lying is an addictive behavior. “Oh, what a tangled web we weave when 
                            first we practice to deceive.”  Sir Walter Scott
		2. Rationalization is making self-satisfying excuses for our wrongful 
                             behavior. We start to believe our lies as truths Adam and Eve.

	G. Sinful Behaviors that violate the Eighth Commandment:
		1. Lying/rationalization.
		2. Deception.
		3. Hypocrisy.
		4. Detraction and slander (gossip).
		5. Bragging/boasting.
		6. Perjury.
		7. All forms of cheating – academic dishonesty.
		8. Lies of silence.

	




	H. Actions that support the Eighth Commandment:
		1. Expressing truth with sincerity and kindness.
		2. Being empathetic with others. Practice the Golden Rule.
		3. Use language as an instrument of love rather than destruction.
		4. Practice what you preach. Be a person of your word.
		5. Be a genuine witness to the Gospel.
		6. Honesty can become a good habit.


"If you remain in my word, you will truly be my disciples,
and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free."
John 8:31-32


With it we bless the Lord and Father, and with it we curse human beings who are made in the likeness of God. From the same mouth come blessing and cursing. This need not be so, my brothers. James 3:9-10




	
			
