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Section 1: INTRODUCTION TO THE NEW TESTAMENT
All responses to the FOUR questions should be written on lined paper provided.
Choose ONE of the Gospels.
a. What do we know about the author?
b. What do we know about the audience?
c. What is the portrait of Jesus presented? 
d. How does this portrait of Jesus relate to the audience?
e. What is the message that touches the life of all Christians?  
f. How can this message help you in your own faith development?

Section 2: THE GOSPELS
►Choose TWO different Gospels other than the one you chose above and answer one question from that Gospel. 
►For example, if you chose Mark above, you many use either Matthew, John or Luke. Please check with me if you are confused.
THE GOSPEL OF MARK
1. Throughout the Gospel of Mark, Jesus tries to hide his identity as the Christ. The messianic secret theme is a unifying factor in Mark’s Gospel.  
a. Relate this theme to THREE episodes in Mark’s Gospel by summarizing the story and what Mark wants to teach us by keeping Jesus’ identity secret.
b. How does this help you in your own spiritual development?

2. The audience is an important component in Gospel formation.
a. How does Mark’s audience and situation affect the formation of his Gospel?  
b. Give THREE examples of how this is evident in the Gospel.   
c. Who in today’s world needs to hear this message?  Explain how this message can help these people.

3.	Jesus' teaching on discipleship had significant meaning for this community that was trying to persevere in its faith.  “Whoever wishes to come after me must deny himself, take up his cross, and follow me. For whoever wishes to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and that of the gospel will save it” Mark 8:34-35
a. 	What are the characteristics of authentic discipleship according to Mark?
b. 	Provide TWO biblical verses or stories in Mark and explain how these scriptural passages illustrate discipleship. 
c. 	Explain how you can apply these characteristics of discipleship to your own faith life. Provide two examples.


THE GOSPEL OF MATTHEW
1. Look at the identity/portrait of Jesus according to Matthew.
a. What is the portrait of Jesus in this Gospel?
b. Relate THREE stories from the Sermon on the Mount, or parables, or miracles, or the passion/resurrection that illustrate this portrait.  Be sure to clearly explain the connection between portrait and teaching.
c. What are the lessons we are to learn from these examples?

2. Jesus and the New Covenant
a. Explain how Jesus fulfills the Covenant and Prophecies. Cite TWO examples from Matthew’s gospel.
b. Explain how Jesus establishes a New Law with humanity.  
Give THREE examples: one from the Sermon on the Mount, one from the Passion/Resurrection, and one from the parables that show the New Law being established.
c. How do these teachings challenge you to live a life of service and compassion?

3. 	Jesus taught about the Kingdom of Heaven.
a. 	Define the concept of the Kingdom of Heaven found in Matthew.
b. 	Provide TWO biblical verses or stories in Matthew and explain how these scriptural passages relate to Jesus' teachings on the Kingdom of Heaven.
c. 	Explain how a committed Christian can build up the Kingdom of God in the world today. Provide two examples.

THE GOSPEL OF LUKE
1. Much of Luke’s Gospel is devoted to Jesus’ work with the poor and marginalized. 
a. Cite FOUR examples (use one from the infancy narratives, a parable, a miracle and a teaching) showing how Jesus reaches out to them.  
b. Explain how each of these stories (from above) challenges us to live a life of social justice.
c. Discuss how you can minister to the marginalized in your daily life.

2. Discipleship is another important theme in Luke. Examine this challenge by
a. Defining what it means to be a disciple according to Luke’ Gospel
b. Explaining how this concept is presented in the Gospel of Luke by citing three different ways Jesus challenges us to be disciples through parable, miracle and teaching or example.
c. Apply two of these demands of discipleship to your own faith journey.

3. 	Themes in the Gospel of Luke
a. Choose ONE theme from Luke’s gospel
b. Identify FOUR examples of that theme in Luke’s gospel and illustrate how the theme is demonstrated in the gospel.
c. Identify ONE theme that appeals to you and explain how it impacts/influences your understanding of Jesus in Luke, and in your own faith life.


THE GOSPEL OF JOHN
1. John’s Gospel is the Gospel of Love:
a. Define the term “agape”
b. How does the word “agape” accurately and fully describe Jesus in the Gospel of John?  
c. Give three examples of how Jesus lives out this kind of love 
d. Three ways he challenges us to live out this kind of love.

2. John reveals Jesus’ divine identity through “I AM” statements.
a. Choose TWO of the 7 “I AM” statements. 
b. Briefly describe the story in which the statement appears.
c. Explain the relationship between these statements and the Hebrew name of God.
d. What is Jesus trying to tell us about himself
e. What is Jesus saying about the way we need to follow him, the way we need to interact with each other, and about the world to come?

3.	The first part of John’s Gospel is the Book of Signs.
a. Choose ONE sign
b. Summarize the story.
c. What is Jesus telling us about himself through this sign?
d. How did the people respond to the sign?
e. What is Jesus saying about the way we need to follow him, the way we need to interact with each other, and about the world to come.
SECTION THREE:
ACTS OF THE APOSTLES AND THE EPISTLES
►Choose ONE of the following questions and respond in the space provided.
1. Acts of the Apostles - the missionary effort.
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Explain the geographical spread of Christianity from Jerusalem to Rome and the order of converts.
b. List and describe the four qualities of life in the early church.
c. Choose one of the missionaries - Peter, Philip or Paul - and summarize a story of their spread of the gospel.
d. Explain how you can be a part of the "new evangelization".
       2.     Acts of the Apostles - the Jerusalem Council.
	        a.    Explain the tension between the Hebrew and Hellenist Christians that led to the Council
	        b.    What was the decision of the Council?
	        c.     Explain how this decision affected the course of Christianity.
                      d.     Describe a tension that exists in the Church today. Discuss how differing views concerning faith can actually aid in 
                              the growth and development of religious expression.

3.	Choose ONE of the following themes from the epistles: Faith verses Works (James 2:14-26), Unity of Community (First 
        Corinthians 12: 1-30) or Life in the Spirit (Romans 8:1-17).
a. Identify the author, date written, the audience and purpose of the letter.
b. Summarize and explain the teaching of this passage (You must cite the Epistle you are using to support your thoughts).
c. What application of this teaching can you make for your personal faith life? Be specific!
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