THE BIBLE

New Testament

Introduction

“All scripture is inspired by God and is useful for teaching, for reproof, for correction, and for training in righteousness, so that everyone who belongs to God may be proficient, equipped for every good work.”  2 Tim 3:16-17

“So faith comes from what is heard, and what is heard comes through the word of Christ.”  Romans 10:17

“The time is fulfilled, and the Kingdom of God has come near; repent, and believe in the good news.”  Mark 1:15

I. The New Testament is the fulfillment of the promise made to God’s  

    people in the Old Testament.

A. The O.T. and the N.T. are inseparable – both are the inspired works of God. 

B. Both reveal our salvation history ( the story of God’s saving action through human history.

C. To receive a true understanding of Jesus you must study the O.T.
II. The message of Christ presented in the N.T. is the fulfillment of the 

     Covenant made in the O.T. 

III. The New Testament is centered on the revelation of the life and 

       mission of Jesus the Christ and the formation of the early Church 

       founded on this revelation.

A. Scripture is the major source of our knowledge of Christ and his teachings.

B. The formation of Scripture is the product of the Tradition of the early Church – the N.T. presents the message of Jesus through the Apostolic Tradition of the early Christian communities.

1. The early Church, inspired by the Holy Spirit, recorded the events of its founder and leader, Jesus. * Jesus sent the Holy Spirit to the Church to preserve the truth of His mission.
2. The N.T. reflects the faith of the early Christians.

3. Study of the N.T. allows the contemporary Church to participate in the eyewitness accounts of the first followers of Christ.

IV. The Formation of the N.T. developed from three stages:

A. Stage One – the Life and Public Ministry of Jesus: 4-6B.C. – 30-33 A.D. Jesus birth to the Ascension.
B. Stage Two – the Oral Tradition: 30-50 A.D. Begins at 

     Pentecost.

1. Based on the command to, “Go out into the whole world and proclaim the gospel to every creature.” Mk 16:15

2. Palestine to Dispersion, Jew to gentile, Jerusalem to Rome.

3. The forms of  preaching:

a. Kerygma – preaching to convert – the basic presentation of the life and mission of Jesus (birth narrative, miracles, parables, Passion narrative, Resurrection, and Ascension).
b. Didache – instruction on the meaning of the Gospel teachings for those preparing for baptism (Sermon on the Mount, moral teachings).

c. Liturgia – the prayers and instructions for Christian worship (Lord’s Prayer, words at the Last Supper, anointing, baptism ritual).

C. Stage Three – the Written Proclamation: 50-110 A.D. 
1. See Luke 1:1-4.

2. The delay of the Second Coming – the evangelical work was incomplete.

3. The Apostles and their immediate followers were dying out.

4. To protect the purity of the Gospel message as the Faith spread throughout the gentile world.

V. The New Testament Canon Scripture – (means “rule or standard”) the 

     authoritative books that the Church considers as inspired writings.

A. 27 books contained in the N.T.

1. 4 Gospels.

2. Book of the Acts of the Apostles.

3. 21 Epistles or letters.

4. Book of Revelation.

B. These Books contain the true message of Jesus as discerned through the Apostolic Tradition of the Church.

C. By the year 200 A.D. began to take shape – by 367 A.D. the Canon consisted of the 27 books we call the N.T. 
D. What were the criteria for a book to be considered authentic?

1. Apostolic authorship – connected to an Apostle or one of their immediate followers.

2. Orthodox content – true to the nature and teachings of Christ.

3. Catholicity – accepted and recognized by a major church community.

E. The Canon of Scripture is inspired by God and thus is considered inerrant.

1. The Holy Spirit revealed to the human authors the divine truth (not a dictation).

2. Inerrancy means that the divine truths are without error.

F. The original language of the N.T. was koine- common Greek.

VI. Biblical Exegesis – the critical interpretation of Scripture.

A. Contextualism vs. Fundamentalism?

B. The types of Contextualism:

1. Source Criticism – interpretation of Scripture according to the possible sources used by the author.

2. Historical Criticism – understanding the historical/cultural setting in which the author wrote.

3. Form Criticism – seeks to discover the literary devices used by the author, ex. historical narrative, parable, letter.

4. Redaction Criticism – focuses on the intention of the author, literal or spiritual, particular audience.

5. Textual Criticism – concerned with the language used and the effect of translations upon the text.      

