THE BIBLE

Acts of the Apostles
I. Introduction – Acts connects the life of Jesus with the life of the early 

   Church. The first 30 years of the Church.

A. Acts is the only book of the Bible that is devoted exclusively to the story of the early Church. It is the story of the establishment and growth of the Christian movement (“The Way”) from less than 100 followers to what would become the world’s largest form of Faith.

B. Acts is used for the readings at Mass during the Easter Season – Easter Sunday to Pentecost.

C. Acts is the companion volume to the Gospel of Luke.

1. Volume one – Luke’s Gospel – the life and ministry of Jesus.

Volume two – Acts – the ministry of those inspired by the 

                          Holy Spirit to continue the work of Jesus.

2. Compare the Prologues:

a. Lk 1:1-4.

b. Acts 1:1-5.

c. Theophilus – “friend of God”.

3. Common themes:

	LUKE
	ACTS

	Birth and youth of Jesus

Jesus receives the Holy Spirit at Baptism

Ministry of Jesus – preaching and healing

Missionary Journeys

Opposition from religious and political authorities

Ministry culminates in Jerusalem
	Birth and growth of the Church

The Apostles receive the Holy Spirit at Pentecost

Ministry of Apostles – preaching and healing

Missionary Journeys

Opposition from religious and political authorities

Ministry culminates in Rome – 

(Judea ( Samaria ( Asia Minor

( Europe ( Rome)


D. Authorship - Luke, gentile physician and companion of Paul.

E. Date Written – between 60-90.

F. Structure – The structure of Acts reflects the geographical spread of the Gospel. Based on 1:8, “you will be my witness in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends of the earth.”

1. Prologue – 1:1-5.

2. Mission of the Church in Jerusalem and Environs – 1:6-8:3.

3. Mission of the Church in Judea and Samaria – 8:4-12:25.

4. Mission of the Church to the Ends of the Earth – 13:1-28:31.

G. The Purpose of the Book of Acts:

1. Not a strict history, but a rendering of the spread of the Good News of Jesus Christ.

a. Author was an evangelist, not a historian.

b. Not concerned with providing historical data, but to tell the story of how the faithful fulfill Jesus’ commission to preach the Gospel to all nations.

2. Acts is kerygmatic – a testament about Jesus and His significance to the world (kerygma – proclamation of the Good News).

3. To legitimize Christianity as the religion of the Roman world.

4. To relate the qualities of life in the early Church (ekklesia – “a gathering”).

a. The Church is a multicultural, universal community.

1. Pentecost – speaking in tongues.

2. Peter’s dream/Cornelius’ conversion.

3. Decision of the Jerusalem Council.

b. The Church gives witness to the Gospel (even in the face of suffering).

1. Stephen’s martyrdom.

2. Perseverance in the face of beatings, imprisonment, and trials.

3. To witness means to testify ( Christian testimony led to persecution ( the Greek word for witness is martyros.

c. The Church is a community of prayer, worship, and fellowship (but there was, at times, tension and strong disagreement among the early Christian communities).

Acts 2:42-47:

1. Devoted to Apostles teachings.

2. Communal worship – to celebrate the Sacraments and gather in prayer to support one another in faith. Broke bread in private homes.

3. Morality based on charity – communal sharing and social concern.

d. The Holy Spirit is at work in the life of the Church.

1. The spread of the Gospel and the success of the Church’s mission are due to the guidance of the Spirit.

2. The Holy Spirit gave fortitude to the Apostles. 

a. Miracles.

b. Healings.

H. Conditions of the Roman Empire that helped the spread of the Gospel.

1. Pax Romana – peace throughout the Empire.

2. Hellenization – common culture and language.

3. Cities – Christianity an urban movement (pagan means, “rural dweller”).

4. Religious tolerance – 

a. Judaism established throughout the Empire.

b. People searching spiritually and morally.

5. Safe, efficient travel.

I. Religious Groups.

1. Jews.

a. Palestinian vs. Dispersion.

b. Conservative vs. Assimilated.

2. Christian Jews.

a. Hebrew.

b. Hellenist.

3. Gentiles – “God Fearers”.

J. The Spread of the Gospel:

1. Middle East to West – Jerusalem to Antioch to Rome. * “The Way” will spread west due to religious persecution in Jerusalem.

2. Conservative Judaism to Hellenized Judaism to Gentile.

3. Sect to Cult to State Religion.

a. Sect – a reorganization of an existing religion.

b. Cult – a new faith not accepted by mainstream society.

II. The Key Events in Acts.

A. Pentecost – the birth of the Church ~30A.D. (50 days after Easter Sunday).


1. Jewish holy day – Shavuot – the Feast of Weeks.


2. The comparison:

	Shavuot
	Pentecost

	Gives thanks to God for the first fruits of grain. 

Commemorates God’s gift of the Law to the Israelites.

The Torah guides the Jew.

Burning bush.
	Celebration of the establishment of Christ’s Church. The “fruits” are the Gifts of the Holy Spirit.

Commemorates the gift of the Holy Spirit to the Apostles and the early Church.

Holy Spirit guides the Church.

Tongues of fire.


3. The presence of the power of the Holy Spirit is a major theme of the Book of Acts.

a. From disciple ( Apostle (means, “one who is sent”).

  b. Allows the Apostles to preach, perform miracles, heal,    

       and bear the suffering of discipleship. The Spirit that is 

       in Jesus is now present in the Apostles.

c. The Holy Spirit guides the entire missionary effort.

d. Speaking in tongues – the ability to proclaim and to teach (theology).

4. The Sacrament of Confirmation is the celebration of Pentecost.

a. Receiving the gifts of the Holy Spirit.

b. Becoming an active adult member of the faith community. Renewal of the Apostolic mission.

B. The First Converts – Acts 2:37-42.

1. “Repent and be baptized so that your sins are forgiven and 

      receive the Holy Spirit.”

2. 3000 converts signal the beginning of the movement.

C. The Appointment of Deacons, the Martyrdom of Stephen, and the Movement Spreads West.

1. The Hellenist Christian community required additional 

    leadership and aid, 7 deacons named to carry out this task.


a. Stephen – serve Hellenists in Jerusalem – Church’s 

                     first martyr.


b. Philip – missionary to Samaria – first to spread the 

                     Gospel outside of Judea. 


2. The stoning of Stephen and the persecutions of the Hellenists

         in Jerusalem causes the movement to spread north and west.


3. The city of Antioch in Syria becomes the center of the

         Hellenist Christian movement.



a. Where the movement gets the name, Christian.



b. The Hellenist Christians accept gentiles.

D. The Conversion of Paul.


1. Saul the persecutor of Christians ( Paul the Apostle to the 

             Gentiles.


2. Conversion – 180 degree turn – Pharisee ( Hellenist.


3. Blindness – “seeing things in a new light”.

4. Paul will declare that his conversion experience legitimizes      

     his claim to be a genuine Apostle.


a. Witnessed the Risen Messiah


b. Filled with the Holy Spirit.

c. The Gospel Truth a product of divine revelation.

E. Peter’s Dream and Cornelius’ Conversion.


1. “Do not call anything unclean that God has made clean.”


2. Peter preaches to a centurion and gentile, Cornelius.


3. Cornelius and his family receive the Holy Spirit and speak in 

              tongues – gentiles are equal participants in the Kingdom of 

              God.

F. The Council of Jerusalem.


1. Tension between Hebrew and Hellenist Christians.


2. The requirements to be a member of the Faith.



a. Hebrews – Jesus was a Jew – followers must practice 

                         Judaism.



b. Hellenists – faith in the Risen Messiah and adherence

                         to the Gospel is required. Katholikos means universal, 

                         open to all – inclusive nature of the Gospel.


3. The decision of the Council:



a. Gentiles have equal status in the movement.



b. All may share in the Agape Meal.

c. Circumcision and most dietary laws not required.

* The decision of the Council would eventually cause the downfall of the Hebrew Christians.

G. The Apostle Paul and his Missionary Journeys.


1. Paul’s role in the movement was that of a Secondary Apostle: 

              itinerant (traveling) missionary that helped to establish new 

             Christian communities.


2. Paul received a good education in Jerusalem under the 

              guidance of the famous Rabbi Gamaliel.


3. Paul can be considered the first theologian of the Church.


4. Trained in Jerusalem, lived in the Dispersion, Roman citizen.

5. Four missionary journeys:

a. #1 – 46-48 A.D. with Barnabas and John Mark. From Antioch to Cyprus and Asia Minor.

1. First Jewish communities – synagogues.

2. Then Gentile communities.

b. #2 – 49-52 A.D. with Silas and Luke? From Antioch to 

     Syria, Lystra, Galatia, Philippi, Thessalonia, Athens, 

     and Corinth.

c. #3 – 53-57 A.D. From Antioch to Ephesus, revisited communities he previously established, Jerusalem, Caesarea (house arrest).

1. Governor Felix.

2. Governor Festus.

3. Herod Agrippa II.

d. #4 – 59-60 A.D. From Caesarea to Rome.

1. House arrest.

2. Martyred by Emperor Nero?

