N.T. Bible
The Gospel of John

I. Background to the Gospel


A. Authorship



1. Not written by the Apostle John.



2. Composed by a follower of the Apostle John called the Beloved Disciple?





B. Symbol - the soaring eagle (close to the heavens). This Gospel's portrayal of 

                 Jesus highlights His divinity.


C. Source



1. John's Gospel omits 90% of the Synoptic Gospels.



2. The last of the canonical Gospels to be written.



3. Duplicate passages suggest that it was written from several sources.

D. Audience



1. Written in Ephesus, Asia Minor.



2. Written for Jewish Christians, Samaritans and Greek converts.



3. This church community was enduring persecution from both Jews and 

                            Roman authority.


E. Historical Background



1. Written between 90-100 A.D.



2. Because it was written later than the Synoptic Gospels, it is less 
                            concerned with presenting a narrative as it is with developing a theology 

                            of the life and ministry of Jesus.


3. The Gospel of John is formulating some of the earliest Church doctrines 

                            (teachings) regarding Jesus.



4. As Christianity spread and the new faith was exposed to different 

                           cultures and religions, heresies or false teachings concerning Jesus were 

                           forming; this Gospel represents a teaching response to these false 
                           teachings.


F. Outline of the Gospel



1. Prologue - 1:1-18



    Incarnation - the purpose of God made flesh.


2. The Book of Signs - 1:19-12:50

                            7 signs revealing Jesus as the Son of God.




a. Changing Water into Wine.




b. The Cure of the Official's Son.




c. The Cure of the Paralytic.




d. The Multiplication of the Loaves and Fish.




e. Walking on Water.




f. The Healing of the Man Born Blind.




g. The Raising of Lazarus.



3. The Book of Glory - 13:1- 20:31

                            The Last Supper, The Passion and Death of Jesus and The Resurrection


4. Epilogue – 21:1-25
                     
    The Resurrection Appearances in Galilee.

G. Special Features



1. This Gospel is not so concerned with the Kingdom of God and its future 
                            as it is with establishing Jesus as the Son of God who restores 

                            humankind's relationship with God.


2. There are no parables or exorcisms. 



3. No miracles, but 7 signs that reveal the divinity of Jesus. These signs are 

                            tools for teaching about God and Jesus’ relationship with the Father.


4. John has 7 "I am" (referring to the name Yahweh) statements that 

                           teach about the divinity of Jesus.
                       5. This Gospel is rich in contrasting symbolic imagery (light and dark, spirit 

                           and flesh, life and death) and full of poetry.
                       6. This Gospel has 3 Passovers and 3 journeys to Jerusalem (Synoptics only 

                            one) implying that Jesus’ ministry lasted 3 years.


7. Many passages concerning the Holy Spirit.


8. Other themes include: faith, love, and eternal life.



9. John’s Gospel is more than a proclamation, it is a theology.


H. Christology



1. This Gospel is Christology From Above.




a. Because Jesus and God are one, a relationship with God is only 

                                       through the Son.



b. Jesus is portrayed as noble, powerful and in control, obedient to His 

                                       Father's will.




c. Jesus identifies Himself as the Son of Man - the divine mediator 
                                       between heaven and earth.


2. The Passion of Jesus is not a tragedy in this Gospel, but an act of God 

                            revealing unconditional love for all humankind. The Cross is the 

                            beginning of the Resurrection.
II. Prologue 1:1-18 - The Incarnation


A. The Gospel mirrors the beginning of the Book of Genesis - "In the beginning..."


B. The Prologue teaches about the main Christian doctrines of the:



1. Trinity.



2. Incarnation.



3. Redemption.


C. The Word is Jesus who is part of the Trinity:



1. Creative, Source of wisdom and eternal divine presence.


2. This way of describing Jesus had meaning for the:




a. Jews --> Torah the written word of God.



b. Greeks --> Logos, the knowledge that is the source of wisdom and 
                                        the good life.


D. Jesus is the light that gives life to humanity and the darkness of sin has not 

                overcome this divine light (notice the contrast between light and dark).

E. Incarnation



1. Means, to become flesh. The purpose of God the Creator made man.


2. The Incarnation is the event that changed the course of human history.



3. The Incarnation:


a. Reconciled humanity with God.

b. Allowed us to fully experience God’s unconditional love for 
          Creation.


c. Revealed God’s model of holiness (Jesus) – what it truly means to be 
          human as made in God’s image.


d. Offered us life-saving grace – divine assistance that transforms and 
          elevates human nature.

F. From the Prologue we learn that:



1. Jesus is the absolute revelation of God.



2. Jesus is the Son of God sent by the Father to bring eternal life.

III. The Book of Signs 1:19-12:50 


A. 7 miraculous signs that are the theology of Jesus’ ministry (see I. F. above).



1. These signs reveal the divinity of Jesus.



2. Act as teaching tools to reveal His purpose and relationship to His Father.



3. Each sign is followed by a teaching discourse.



4. These discourses are lessons in faith that Jesus is the source of eternal life


B. 7 “I Am” statements.



1. Jesus is divine – Yahweh, “I am who am” (Exodus 3:14).



2.  I am:




a. The Bread of Life. (6:27-40, Loaves and Fish)




b. The Light of the World. (8:12-20, Woman Caught in Adultery)




c. The Sheep gate. (10:1-18, Man Born Blind)




d. The Good Shepherd. (10:1-18, Man Born Blind)




e. The Resurrection and the Life. (11:1-44, Raising of Lazarus)




f. The Way, Truth and Life. (14:1-14, Last Supper Discourse)




g. The Vine. (15:1-10, Last Supper Discourse)

 
C. Personal Encounters with Jesus that teach about a disciple’s relationship with 

                the Father through the Son.



1. Nicodemus



2. The Samaritan Women



3. Woman Caught in Adultery



4. Martha and Mary

IV. The Book of Glory 13:1-20:31


A. The Last Supper Discourses (13-17) prepares his chosen for their Apostleship.



1. The Washing of the Disciples’ Feet – lesson in humble service.



2. The New Commandment – Love one another.



3. Trust and encouragement in discipleship.



4. The Advocate – the guidance of the Holy Spirit.



5. Keeping Jesus’ Commandments – love and sacrifice.



6. The Prayer of Jesus.


B. The Death and Resurrection (18-20)



1. “The Hour” refers to the Passion of Jesus.



2. Arrest, trial, Crucifixion, burial, empty tomb.



* Remember that the suffering and death of Jesus is not portrayed as a 

                          tragedy, but as a sign of glory.

V. Epilogue 21:1-25


A. Resurrection appearances in Galilee.


B. Jesus marks Peter for a special role.

