Christian Moral 
Decision-making

"Christian morality is the study of what human beings ought to be by reason of who we 

  truly are."

I. Christian moral decision-making flows from our God-given dignity - as made in God's 

     image.


A. Jesus as our norm, we are new people in Christ.


B. The two Great Commandments:



1. Love God and 



2. Love God's Creation.


C. "Is what I want to do loving?" "Does what I want to do serve others?"
II. Definition of Choice.

Choice = Free Will + Ability to Discern + Options

(Discernment is the ability to make a good judgment based on proper understanding.)

A. In order to make a choice all three elements must be present.


B. Our ability to discern is the key to making a good or bad choice.

C. We have to make moral choices every day.

III. Moral Decision-making Checklist.
 
A. In order to make a Christian moral decision we need to educate our conscience:

     (Conscience is our judgment concerning the moral goodness of an action.)



1. Study Scripture.



2. Consult Church teachings.



3. Determine the Christ-centered values and principles involved.
IV. Christian Moral Decision-making Model 

L.I.S.T.E.N. 

A. Look for the facts:


1. Moral Object - What is the action to be done?



2. Intention - Why is the action being done?



3. Circumstances - Who, when, where, how? Will decide the degree of 

                             rightness or wrongness.



* If any action is to be truly a Christian moral action, then:


   
 the act, intention and outcome must all be good.



* Considering how your action will affect others - Covenant Relationships -

                
is vital to making a Christian moral decision. Let your action reflect 
                       freedom rather than license. Role-play.

B. Imagine the possibilities:



1. Determine what are your options (alternatives) and 



2. the possible outcomes (consequences) of each option.



3. Make a list!


C. Seek insight by consulting others as resources to make your decision:



1. Family, friends, teachers, counselors, clergy, Scripture, Church teachings.



2. Use resources that you trust, have wisdom and allow you to discover the 

                             truth.



3. WWJD.



4. Do not expect others to make the decision for you. Utilize 

                             your freedom in a knowledgeable way.


D. Turn inward and consult your:



1. Well-informed conscience. 



2. Personal values and principles.



3. Intention.


E. Exercise God's grace:



1. God is not controlling.



2. God is not distant.



3. God blesses you with freedom and His help. 



4. Pray before you act - when did Jesus pray?



a. Prayer can help us to think clearly.




b. Make us less anxious.




c. Give us courage and patience.




d. Allow us to trust (hope) in God's plan.

              *Remember - when confronted with a difficult decision, you are never alone.  


F.  Now ACT!
