Our Catholic Faith
Christian Morality
Introduction

I. Definitions.
	A. Morality – A branch of philosophy that determines what is right/wrong, 
                                      good/evil, permissible/impermissible human behavior.

		1. The act of discovering the accepted norms of human conduct (a norm is a 
                             collectively agreed upon standard in which behavior is measured.

		      * Are some norms affected by culture/time while others are not?


		
		2. All morality must involve:
			a. Free will.
			b. Choice.
			c. The ability to reason about:
				1. Values (things that are important to human nature) and 
				2. Principles (fundamental truths about human nature).

		3. Moral behavior is a uniquely human response that distinguishes 
                             humans from other species.
			a. To determine what is moral, we need to discover what it means to 
                                        be human (see Genesis 1:26-31 and 2:7-25).
			b. Human decisions can be:
				1. Moral – making decisions in accordance with norms.
				2. Immoral – decisions that violate existing norms.
				3. Nonmoral – decisions that are neutral not involving moral 
                                                    content.
				4. Amoral – decisions made with no understanding of right or 
                                                    wrong.
         			Can you provide examples of decisions that are moral, immoral, 
                                     nonmoral and amoral?

	
	B. Christian Morality – the way one lives his or her life in response to 
                                                          Jesus Christ.

		1. The act of discovering the Christ-centered norms of human conduct.

		* Are the norms established by Jesus subject to change? Define the 
                          Permanent Ethic:



		2. Christian morality is behavior reflecting discipleship in Christ.

		3. C.M.  is based upon being made in God’s image. Behaving as a genuine 
                             disciple is an expression of our God-given dignity.

		4. C.M. must involve:
			a. Faith –  knowledge of God and our response to this 
                                        knowledge  making God and His Kingdom the most important 
                                        reality in our lives.
			b. Love – loving God by loving His creation.
			c. Responsibility – our ability to respond to God’s grace being offered 
                                        to us.
				
		5. Christian moral decision-making involves:
			a. Living according to God’s will.
			b. Being a co-creator – shaping the world into the paradise God 
                                        intends it to be.
			c. Basing decisions on the good of the covenant relationships -
			     God - creation - self.

		What are ways we can be co-creators with our families, in school and 
                         with friends?





II. Grace and Free Will.

	A. Grace (divine assistance) helps us to live our lives in the light of Christ and 
                 participate in God's purpose for creation.

	B. Freedom is the control that we have over our own thoughts and actions.
		1. It is the power to choose and
		2. allows us to be responsible (Remember responsibility is a choice.)
		3. Moral goodness is the "meeting place" between grace (God) and 
                             freedom (human).
		4. Freedom is not license:
			a. Freedom is responsible choice in accord with the common good.
			b. License is choice without restraint that requires no responsibility 
                                        or consideration for others.
		5. If we are made in God’s image, then we are only truly free when we live 
                             according to this image. Grace is the help we need to use our free will 
                             so as to live according to God's plan for us.

III. Sin.

	A. Definitions.
		1. Sin is a failure to love God and His creation.
		2. It is a misuse of free will.
		3. It is a deliberate choice to work against God’s plan for creation.
		4. Sin can be an act committed against another (sins of commission) or a 
                            failure to act on another's behalf (sins of omission).
	
	B. The Effects of Sin.
		1. All sin damages the covenant relationships.
		2. Sin separates us from God, others and ourselves.
		3. Sin is an act of self-betrayal (the Inner Conflict - Romans 7:14-15, 
                             Matthew 26:31-35).

		What does statement #3 mean to you?



	C. The Types of Sin.
		1. Original sin - the human inclination to disobey God. Contracted and not 
                             committed.
		2. Personal sin - individual acts of commission or omission against the 
                              covenant relationships.
			a. Mortal sin is the choice to break one's relationship with God. 
                                        Mortal sin involves:
				1. A serious matter.
				2. Full knowledge.
				3. Complete consent.
			b. Venial sin is less serious and is a temporary failure to live for God 
                                         and others.
			c. The Capital Vices are bad habits that cause sinful natures and can 
                                         lead to serious sin:
				1. Pride - placing oneself above God and others. 
				 (The virtue that counters pride is humility).
				2. Envy - resentment and jealousy over another's 
                                                    characteristics or possessions.
				 (The virtue that counters envy is thankfulness).
				3. Anger - hostile or wrathful feelings toward another.
				 (The virtue that counters anger is patience).
				4. Sloth - laziness or neglecting obligations.
				 (The virtue that counters sloth is diligence).
				5. Greed - desire of wealth or material possessions over and 
                                                    above life and people.
				 (The virtue that counters greed is generosity). 
				6. Gluttony - immoderation of food or drink.
				 (The virtue that counters gluttony is temperance). 
				7. Lust - unrestrained craving for pleasure, especially sexual 
                                                    pleasure.
				 (The virtue that counters lust is chastity and fortitude).

		3. Social sin is when sin becomes a part of:
			a. social structures and institutions (ex. Laws – abortion, racism).
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			c. social values (ex. competition, individualism, consumerism).



IV. Sources of Moral Truth.

	A. Natural Moral Law is the moral instruction a human receives from being made 
                 in God’s image.
		1. It is the law inherent to all human beings, it is a part of human nature,  we 
                             are born with it, but must learn to live according to it.
		2. The law that is written upon our hearts, Jeremiah 31:31-33.
		3. “The light of understanding placed in us by God.”
		4. To be moral is to be fully human.
		5. This law is permanent – not subject to time or culture. Why?

	B. Old Law is the law given to Moses by God. 
		1. Is summarized in the Ten Commandments.
		2. Preparation for the New Law.

	C. New Law is the law of the Gospel life of Christ.
		1. It is the culmination of God’s moral Law.
		2. Is summarized in the Sermon on the Mount, Matthew 5:1-7:29.
				   Natural Moral LawOld LawNew Law

	D. Church Law is the teachings of the Magisterium (the pope and bishops acting 
                 as the teaching authority) that guide the members of the Church in applying 
                 the Permanent Ethic to daily life.

	C. Conscience
		1. The inner sense of right and wrong that enables one to understand the 
                             consequences of moral choices.
		2. The “voice” of the natural moral law that instructs one on moral 
                             decision-making.
		3. We must consult our conscience before, during and after a moral choice 
                             (It is like using a set of instructions.)
		4. We must be sure to constantly educate ourselves on moral issues so as to 
                             properly use our conscience.
		5. Types of conscience:
			a. Correct – erroneous: based on having moral knowledge.
			b. Good – bad: based on the proper use of a well-informed conscience.
			c. Mature – immature: based on the motives for moral actions.
		6. What are some threats to our freedom to listen and act according to our 
                             conscience? 

			Internal threats – 



			External threats - 




