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Diocesan Spanish Spelling Bee
General Information

-Schools may select contestants for the bee as they see fit.  Some schools hold classroom and school wide bees, others ask for volunteers to compete in the school bees.

-Students compete in two divisions: grades K-4 and grades 5-8
Rules and Procedures

The students may spell the words with the English pronunciation of the letters instead of the Spanish sounds. If they come to an "n" which requires the tilde they are to say either "enyay" or "n with the wavy thing above it" or however else to let the judges know that they have used the proper "n". If a word requires an accent mark such as in the word "lapiz" they may use one of the following two methods:

1.       l-a-p-i-z with an accent on the "a"

2.       or l- "a" with an accent above it - p-i-z

As to the question regarding how is it best to prepare for the exam...

Each teacher is to bring in a list with 15 words which he or she has used with her children in the 1st - 4th grade groups and another list of 15 words which he or she has used with her 5th through 8th grade students. We will randomly choose words for the test from these lists. The words should be a bit of a challenge though. It would not be appropriate to have them spell easy words like "un" or "gato". Better words would be things like "día" because of the accent required or "gimnasio" due to the difference between the sound and the spelling.

The students also have the opportunity to write the word on a white board prior to saying it out loud.  They are given the word by a native speaker and by a non-native speaker so they hear it twice.  The meaning of the words in English will be given.  Students may ask to have a word repeated.  Judges may ask a student to repeat a spelling.  Every effort is made to keep it fair for all students.

Students will be asked to say the word, spell it and say the word again, indicating an end to the word.

The bee will proceed in elimination fashion.  Once a student has misspelled a word, they are eliminated.  When there are two contestants remaining and one student misses a word, their opponent must correctly spell the missed word and one more word.  A student who correctly spells both the missed word and a new word is the winner.

Responsibilities of host school:

-invite grade schools in the Diocese of Phoenix to participate in the bee.  Email and snail mail invitations are encouraged.

-provide a copy of rules and procedures with invitations

-provide a room for the bee with seating for judges and audience.

-provide podium and small white boards for students.

-contact the Catholic Sun to request trophies and prizes

-prepare a certificate of participation for each students

Responsibilities of participating teachers:

-hold school bee

-bring 12 bottles of water and two dozen cookies to the Diocesan Bee

-bring 15 words written on index cards for grades K-4 and 5-8

-help with set up and clean up

-serve as pronouncers or judges during bee

The day of the diocesan spelling bee-order of events:

-welcome and prayer

-explanation of rules and procedures
-introduction of K-4 students

-practice round?

-Spelling bee K-4

-introduction of 5-8 students

-practice round?

-Spelling bee 5-8

-Presentation of certificates to all participants

-Presentation of award trophies

-Group photos
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