Writing a Review of a Theatrical Performance

Hint:  Take notes between acts or immediately after viewing a performance.

You can respond to a production in a personal, as well as a critical way.  Here are some questions to consider. (You do not need to do them all.)
Personal Response

Is the play interesting?  Be specific.  What most interests you –the plot?  Characters? Theme?  Dialogue?  Production values (sets, lights, costumes, sound effects)? Did you have a favorite scene or character?

Is the play convincing?  Do you accept what you see?  Even if the play is not realistic, did you accept the premise and “suspend disbelief”?

Is the play moving?  Did you laugh? Cry? Chuckle? Identify with a character? Sympathize with characters?  Feel an atmosphere of suspense or mystery?

Is the play stimulating?  Does it give you new ideas or insights?


Would you change any part of the play?  How and why?

Critical Response

What is the playwright trying to do?  How well as he or she done it?  Is it worth doing?  

How did the dramatic elements add or detract from the play?  Examine plot, character, setting, theme, style, language, music and production values.

Would you recommend this production to others?  If so, are there specific age levels or types to which this production would appeal?

Questions to consider for West Side Story
Some of the set designs of West Side Story were rather unusual?  How would you describe them?  Did it work for you? Why or why not?

Did you enjoy the performance of a particular actor or actress?  Why?

Were there any aspects of the play you did not understand?

