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I.  Course  Content 

     English 10 continues to explore the literary genres first introduced to students last year, on a more intensive level as students develop and implement the skills of literary analysis.  The writing skills of persuasive and expository composition will also be integrated into the coursework, as well as extensive emphasis on the communication process through the study, development, presentation, and analysis of the various forms of public speaking.

II.  Required  Materials

       A.  Summer  Reading:  The Lord of the Flies  by William  Golding
       B.  McDougal-Littel Literature – The Reader’s Choice, Course 5  by Beverly Ann Chin, et al.  (Evanston, IL:

                   McDougal-Littel),  2008.
C. The Catcher in the Rye by J.D. Salinger  (Boston:  Little, Brown, & Company), 1951.

D.  A Hope in the Unseen  by Ron Suskind
E.  A spiral notebook for daily note taking (≥70 pages) exclusively for this course.

F.  A folder in which to keep handouts, writing assignments, loose leaf, & returned materials.

G.  A small supply of loose leaf paper (have 10 sheets available at any given time).

III.  Course  Objectives

A. To expose and expand the student’s awareness and appreciation of the various genres of literature, and to appreciate these genres through a more intensive literary analysis.
B. To be able to recognize and explain literary elements, contrast characters, plots, themes, characterization, foreshadowing, etc. from reading selections.   By developing these skills, the student should begin to make inferences, judgments, and evaluations based upon these readings, as well as evaluating the techniques, styles, and intentions of various authors.

C. To develop oral communication skills through the study, preparation, delivery, and evaluation of  speeches.  To deliver demonstrative, informative, and persuasive speeches as well as critiquing the speeches delivered by both the individual student and her/his peers.

D. To expand vocabulary with the study of central ideas, contextual words and clues, the infusion of new  

       words, and the reading selections in this course.
E. To develop a more mature writing style by the process of grammar review, the composition of multi-paragraph essays, writing creative essays, supporting oral/written statements with more specific textual references, revising the aforementioned, as well as evaluating the student’s writing as well as samples from her/his classmates.    
F. To apply the developmental skills offered in this class across the school’s curriculum as well as integrate its importance into the larger picture of life that we experience on multiple levels.

IV.  Course  Expectations

A. Daily  Materials  Requirement

           The student will be expected to bring the following items to class each day: the required reading, their  
       notebook, writing instruments, and loose leaf paper.  Also, any auxiliary materials to be brought to class 
       will be announced in advance. 

B. Classroom  Policies & Procedures

1. The student will show respect towards his/her peers and towards his/her teacher.  It is part of the learning and social process of both this school and the world beyond to coexist on a level of respect as demonstrated by Jesus’ Gospel teachings.

2. Students will be punctual for class.  Class tardies will be recorded and detentions will be assigned as per Agenda  policy.

3. Students will actively participate in classroom discussions—this includes active listening as well as verbal participation. 

4. When collaborative assignments are assigned, students will cooperatively work and will also be assessed by their contribution as well.

5.  Please, do not bring iPhones, iPods, and/or other electronic devices to class.  
      C.  Homework

                  1.  Homework assignments are due at the beginning of class on the due date.  Consult the Agenda  

                       for absentee policies.  Late papers & late daily assignments will be accepted but with the following 

                       departmental stipulations:  1) 1st day late = a 25% grade reduction,  2) the 2nd day late = a 50% grade   

                       reduction  &  3) the 3rd day/after = no credit (0%) will be entered for the assignment

      2.  Contrary to urban legends, assigned reading for homework IS homework that should be 

                       completed.  (
D. Assessments / Grades   

1. The students should be prepared for pop quizzes on assigned readings & notes.  

2. The dates of major tests, assignments, and speeches will be announced in advance.

3. Grades are based on the accumulated points the student has obtained through her/his work throughout the quarter and semester.
4. There will be minimal opportunities to earn extra credit for this course.  Therefore, continue to put your best foot forward in all of the work you do.

5. The semester grade will be a combination of each quarter percentage (40% each quarter) and a 

cumulative semester exam worth 20%.

       E.  Attendance / Absences

      1.  The student is responsible for all class work missed during absences.  This includes getting 

                       notes for materials covered in class.


      2.  It is the student’s responsibility to make arrangements for make-up tests upon promptly

                       returning to school.  Students will take the make-up test after school, or during a free period,  

                       (in the 3rd Floor Testing Center) but not during the class period.  

                  3.  Assignments that are due the day the student is absent are due upon the student’s return.

                  4.  Students should inform the teacher in advance of approved planned absences. 

        F.   Teacher  Availability

 
        1.  I teach two classes of Communication Skills,  one of English 10,  and two classes of British 

                         Literature.  I have 2nd & 5th periods off and I am in the Writing Lab during 3rd period.

                   2.   During the day you can most likely find me in my classroom (225) or in the English Department 

                        Office (located on the third floor). 

       3.  My  phone/voice mail extension is  X 333.


       4.  My school email address is:  kdeger@saintviator.com 
                        N.B.: For any email communication that you have with me, it will be necessary for the student to 

                        “C.C.” your parents’ email address as per school policy.  However, I will only be checking my email 

                        while I am at school.  So, you can reach me on school days from 7:30 am through 3:30 pm if you

                        need to communicate in this way.   

       5.  Despite the conveniences of modern technology, nothing works as well as one-on-one 

                       conversation.  However, you may contact me in any of these forms if you have any 

                       questions/concerns.   The teacher will arrange a mutually convenient time to meet upon the 

                       request of a student or parent.   
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I.  Summer Reading --  Lord of the Flies

   A.  Introduction

   B.  Character – Description & Analysis

   C.  Major themes

II.  Short Story

A. “ Harrison Bergeron” by Kurt Vonnegut, jr.

B.  “The Possibility of Evil” by Shirley Jackson

C.  “To Build a Fire” by Jack London

D.  “By the Waters of Babylon” by Stephen Vincent Benet

E.  “On the Rainy River” by Tim O’Brien

III.  Catcher in the Rye  by J.D. Salinger

IV.  Non-Fiction Literature

A.  Historical Narrative

B.  Essay

C. Memoir

D. A Hope Unseen  by Ron Suskind

V.  Poetry

   A.  The Sonnet

       1. Petrarchan

       2.  Shakespearean

       3.  Sonnet Reading Strategy

       4.  “Sonnet 18”  by William Shakespeare  

       5.  “Sonnet XXX of Fatal Interview” by Edna St. Vincent Millay
    B.  Other Forms of Poetry

       1.  Sound devices

       2.  Free Verse

       3.  Figurative Language

       4.  Line Breaks

       5.  Imagery  

VI.  Julius Caesar  by  William Shakespeare

VII.  Communications Unit

A. Communication – model 

B. Means of Persuasion, types of propaganda

C. Communication Techniques

D. Listening Skills

E. Verbal & Non-verbal communication

F. Speech Skills

G. Pet Peeve / Rant Speech

H. Impromptu Speech

I. Demonstration / Persuasion Speech 
