Fremont Middle School Orchestra
2008-2009
Mrs. McShane-Schwieger
Guidelines for Orchestra

Practice

All students should practice and prepare their music at home so the classroom time can be spent making music and learning and practicing new skills.  All orchestra students should spend a minimum of 60 minutes per week practicing.  Regular practice is essential in developing good habits and improving as a musician.  Students will be required to fill out practice charts and have them signed by a parent. 

Proper Equipment

· All instruments should be in good playing condition and the appropriate size for each individual student.

· All instruments should have a nametag.

· All musicians should have a folder for their music and a pencil for EVERY rehearsal and take it home to practice.

· All musicians should have a folding music stand for home practice.

· All musicians should have a rag or cloth in their cases to wipe off rosin dust.

· Violin/Viola players must have a shoulder rest to properly hold their instrument.

· Cello/Bass players must have rock-stops, or some type of endpin protector.

Middle School students’ instruments must be stored on the shelves provided.  7th and 8th graders will be assigned a locker.  6th grade students will leave their instruments on the instrument rack.  All students will be assigned a slot for their music folder.  

If I notice a repair is necessary, or strings need to be replaced, I will send a note home with your student.  Please take care of these issues in a timely manner, and return the note, initialed by you, once the repair is complete. 

Communication

I will often send home information to parents with students.  It is the responsibility of the students to share this important information with their parents.  If you have an email address, please let me know and I can send information to you through email.  Please feel free to contact me at any time

Website:


http://www.quia.com/pages/mcshaneschwieger.html  
Fremont Middle School:
727-3114 (Music Office and Voice Mail)

Email:


katie.mcshane-schwieger@fpsmail.org
Grades

7th and 8th grade Orchestra will be on a rotating schedule with band and choir.  We will have Full 7th and 8th grade orchestra every Monday and Thursday. 6th grade students have lessons on a rotating schedule between band and 6th grade music.   Points will be deducted from students who forget their instruments.

Middle School students are evaluated on the following (for each 9 week quarter):

· Practice sheets-10 pts. each week=90 pts.

· Written assignments and tests=90 pts.

· Playing exams=50 pts. 

· Daily work (materials, attitude, participation)=90 pts.

· Concert Performances=50 pts.

There will be opportunities for extra credit.

All students are required to be at every performance.  Notice must be given to Mrs. McShane-Schwieger BEFORE a performance, of a sudden illness or family emergency-the ONLY cases when a student is excused.

When performing outside the school grounds, students are expected to obey all rules that govern school functions.  No student is to go anywhere outside the performance venue without the consent of Mrs. McShane-Schwieger.  No students is to obtain a ride home any other way than school transportation without the written consent of a parent, given to Mrs. McShane-Schwieger prior to the occasion.

Classroom Expectations

Students are expected to approach each class with a positive attitude and contribute to a productive rehearsal. Grades will be determined by a combination of effort, behavior, attitude and contribution to the ensemble.

 

Students must be prepared at each rehearsal with an instrument in good playing condition, music and a pencil. Repeated failure to come prepared will result in a lowered grade. (If there is a reason a student cannot bring his/her instrument to class, he/she must bring in a short note from a parent.).
Students are expected to learn to the best of their ability the music presented in rehearsal within two weeks of distribution. Students will be expected to play a specific assignment individually or in small groups as a part of their grade

Concert Dress

Concert dress will be the Fremont Middle School Music polo, black pants or skirts and black shoes.  All concert dress must follow the school dress code, no matter where we perform.  

GIRLS-PLEASE consider what you will look like sitting on stage for long periods of time before choosing a skirt length-be sensible!

Private Lessons

I highly recommend that students take lessons privately, in order to develop their fullest potential.  They are an excellent way to promote students’ interest and musicianship.  They can also be an investment for future music scholarships to many colleges.  Please contact me for names of private teachers.
CONCERT DATES

Dates are subject to change. Performance is very important part of learning to play an instrument.  Attendance at all performances is required.  The only exception is an absence due to illness or a family emergency.  Mrs. McShane-Schwieger must be notified prior to the concert by a parent if a student will not be in attendance.    

	Oct. 20/21, 2008
	ALL MUSIC STUDENTS
	Music Fundraiser Starts
	
	

	Nov. 1, 2008
	7th and 8th Graders
	Strictly Strings Festival
	Grand Island,
	ALL DAY

	Nov. 25, 2008
	7th and 8th Graders
	Fall Concert (with Band)
	Middle School
	7:30 P.M.

	Jan. 28, 2009
	7th and 8th Graders
	Trip to Omaha Symphony (tentative)
	Omaha
	

	Feb. 27, 2009
	7th and 8th Graders
	Feast & Fanfare Rehearsal
	City Auditorium 
	7:00 P.M.

	Feb. 28, 2009
	7th and 8th Graders
	Feast & Fanfare
	City Auditorium
	6:00 P.M.

	April 7, 2009
	6th Graders
	Music Festival
	Middle School
	7:00 P.M.

	April 15, 2009
	Rosin Dusters
	Tour to Elementary Schools
	Fremont
	ALL  DAY

	May 8, 2009
	Fremont Fiddlers
	Tour to Elementary Schools
	Fremont
	ALL DAY

	May 11, 2009
	7th and 8th Graders
	Spring Concert 
	Middle School
	7:00 P.M.


Many performance opportunities will arise within the year for organizations in the community.  Parents will be notified as these arise.  Please do you best to arrange to be at these performances.  

Please put these dates on your calendar now, and plan to reserve them.  By signing the contract at the end, you will indicate that you have carefully examined these dates, and are committed to being at each one of them, no matter what conflicts should arise in the future.

PLEASE RETURN NO LATER THAN SEPTEMBER 5
I have read the Fremont Middle School Orchestra Guidelines and will do my best to fulfill the obligations outlined in the handbook.

(Student Signature)

I/We received and have read the Fremont Middle School Orchestra Guidelines.

(Parent Signature)

Please fill out the following information:

	Address


	

	Phone #

(home, work, cell)
	

	EMAIL


	


