Welcome~My door is always open!
Who is Mrs. Meade?

My Educational Philosophy

My educational philosophy has become richer and deeper over time.  Through my experiences I have been able to live out my philosophical beliefs while viewing them through a theoretical lens.  First, as we learn from real life experiences I am convinced that children do as well.  I have a constructivist approach to teaching which focuses on the learning process of how children learn.  I recognize and appreciate that all children have various learning styles.  Through a constructivist classroom, coupled with my background and knowledge of The Dimensions of Learning and Howard Gardner’s theory of Multiple Intelligences, I believe that I am capable of tapping into each child’s learning style.  Through my teaching practices and knowledge I provide each of my students with the opportunity to try to reach their greatest potential as learners.  

Secondly, the constructivist classroom allows for students to build on their prior knowledge through experimental inquiry, exploration and discovery.  Experiencing such a process allows students to make connections between real life experiences and what they are learning.  Essentially, what becomes meaningful to the student is learned and retained.  I have a repertoire of teaching and assessment strategies to meet the various learning styles of individuals which enables them to achieve their personal learning goals.  As an educator I have high expectations for my students.  I truly believe that children will rise to the occasion and go above and beyond the expectation.  To set the students up for success I have a motto, which is instilled in them each and every day.  My motto is “Nothing is ever hard, just challenging.”  The children own this motto, the become risk takers and independent thinkers; they take a challenge with enthusiasm and they grow.  I believe that each child has incredible potential.  I believe that the moment children realize that they can accomplish many things that they start believing in themselves and are more readily available to learn.  

Lastly, I believe that a classroom environment should feel safe for children, it should foster life-long learning, and children should be happy everyday that they enter the school setting.  Educating a child is a shared responsibility between the teacher and the student, as well as the parents.  Children should be responsible and held accountable for their learning, through the modeling of parents and teachers, which is possible.  The process of learning that I implement emphasizes a balance of building and instituting a strong foundation of basic skills along with higher order thinking and processing.  The balance of this learning process embraces the idea of creating a well balanced child who can think critically in a higher ordered manner.  Children are empowered to think for themselves, articulate their thought processes, and grow as learners.  It is my job as an educator to prepare your children for the future and I strive to do just that, after all, “I teach, therefore I touch the future” (Christa McAuliffe).         
