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My Antonia 
Name:

Date:

Directions: Use the links provided to find the answers to the following questions about Willa Cather and the novel My Antonia. 

1. Where was Willa Cather born?  

Virginia
http://www.virago.co.uk/virago/meet/cather_profile.asp
2. What town did Willa Cather base the fictional place, Black Hawk, upon?

Red Cloud
http://www.redcloudnebraska.com/
3. Find a picture of the home the Cather’s moved to after living on the prairie.




http://www.nebraskahistory.org/sites/cather/cather_home.htm
4. Summarize the story of “suicide corner” used in My Antonia.
The site, found outside of Red Cloud, is the grave of Francis Sadliek, the man Cather based the character of Mr. Shimerda upon.  It was a Bohemian custom to bury suicide victims at a crossroads so that there was always a trample of feet over the grave.  The roads, however, curved slightly and never fully crossed the grave.  
http://www.nebraskahistory.org/histpres/nebraska/webster.htm
5. In what time period is My Antonia set?

Late 1880s and early 1900s
http://www.glencoe.com/sec/literature/litlibrary/pdf/my_antonia.pdf
6. What is the Homestead Act?

It was an act of congress which granted 160 acres to anyone who lived on the land for ten years, cultivated at least ten acres of the land, built a house, dug a well, fenced a portion of it.
http://users.rcn.com/deeds/homestead.htm
7. Give the name(s) that Bohemia is now referred to.

Slovakia and the Czech Republic

http://www.unc.edu/~murphy/rabenstein/bohemia.html
8. Name the magazine Willa Cather once edited.

McClure’s
http://www.answers.com/topic/willa-cather
9. List another profession held by Willa Cather.

Teacher
http://www.classicreader.com/author.php/aut.156/
10. List the date of death and burial place of Willa Cather.

1947; Jaffrey, NH

http://www.discoverourtown.com/NH/local-128450.html
