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Denzel Washington’s speech 2002

“Oh, God is good. God is great. God is great. From the bottom of my heart, I thank you all. Forty years I've been chasin' Sidney. They finally give it to me and what'd they do? They give it to him the same night. I'll always be chasing you, Sidney. I'll always be following in your footsteps. There's nothing I would rather do, sir. Nothing I would rather do. God bless you. God bless you.
Oh, I wanna thank the Academy. You know, when I was in college, first starting out as an actor, they asked each one of us what we wanted to do. I said, "I want to be the best actor in the world." All the students in the classroom looked at me like I was a nut. Life has taught me to just try to be the best that I can be. And I thank the Academy for saying to me that on this given night I was the best that I could be.
I wanna thank Warner Brothers and Alan Horn and Lorenzo di Bonaventura for supporting this film. And Antoine Fuqua, a brilliant young filmmaker, African-American filmmaker. I don't know where you are, Antoine -- love you. Ethan Hawke, my partner in crime.
So many people. I can't remember everybody -- lawyers, doctors, agents. My beautiful agent, Ed Limato. We've been together for so many years. Hometown boy from Mt. Vernon. My beautiful wife. I love you so much. You put up with me, in spite of myself. And my beautiful children at home. I told you, if I lost tonight, I would come home and we'd celebrate. And if I won tonight, I'd come home and we'd celebrate. Well, I'm coming home -- we're celebrating.
God bless you all.”

What most Oscar acceptance speeches are like:
(note the sarcastic tone ()
“Thank you. Oh wow. I am continuing to express my disbelief as the applause dies down.

Now that the applause has ceased, I begin my speech outright. First, let me make a transparently false claim of utter surprise at having won! I would also like to express hollow praise for the other nominees in this category. All of them are deserving of some adjective such as "amazing" or "inspiring." 

Here is where I marvel at the sheer number of people I ought to thank. It is a large number! Allow me to offer a listing of them, each name accompanied by a few words. For example, when I mention my co-stars, I will use the words "amazing" and "inspiring." My spouse or partner has always believed in me. My deceased parent never gave up on me, and indeed, this award is for him or her. I cast my gaze upward as I say this, to emphasize the point that my deceased parent now resides in heaven above me. 

If the film for which I have been awarded is a "message" film, I must also get serious for a moment and say a few words about that message, and how much I believe in it, and how important the film has been to me personally. Working on this film was an extraordinary journey for me, regardless of what kind of movie it was or whether it was any good. 

Oh no! Now I am becoming flustered by the music that has begun to play, indicating my time is up! My voice grows a little louder and more panicked as I rush to conclude my remarks. Let me end by paying lip service to some important charitable cause and/or political concern! And now I hold my Oscar aloft as I say "thank you" once again and exit the stage, first in the wrong direction, and then in the right direction. 

Good night!”
If you won an Oscar what Oscar would it be? The one for best actor/actress, best director, best costume (costume designer), best make-up (make-up artist), best supporting actor/actress, best music (composer), best camera (camera man), best cut (cutter)?

What would you say in your speech? Write your own acceptance speech. Read out loud it shouldn’t be more than approximately 45 seconds. Try to stick to the traditional Oscar speech structure first.

And the Oscar for ___________________ goes to ____________________________!

_____________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Then write an alternative speech which doesn’t follow the traditional structure. This one can be shorter but doesn’t have to be. If your speech also includes important non-verbal elements you should explain them too (e.g. I would go up on stage, kiss the award, kiss the person who gave it to me, say Thank You and leave). But be a little more creative than me! (
And the Oscar for ___________________ goes to ____________________________!

___________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
