Current Events Study Guide
Names and offices of Cabinet Members:

Summarize the main points of the Bill of Rights in the News Activities (if updated on the website).  If not, please try to summarize the main news events of the year that involve Constitutional questions.  I have been told that the closing of the Gitmo prison, H1N1, and the Health Care debate will be included (don’t ask me how H1N1 is a Consitutional issue ( ).
January 5, 2010- After a Nigerian man attempted to set off a bomb on a flight to Detroit, President Obama called for changes in airline security and policy. The number of airports using full body scanners was increased and the way intelligence was distributed among agencies was changed. This deals with personal liberty protections in Bill of Rights. 
December 7, 2009- The man believed to be the mastermind behind the September 11th attacks, Khalid Sheikh Mohammad, will be tried in civilian court rather than military court. This deals with the debate of whether military criminals should have the same constitutional rights as citizens accused of criminal acts. 
November 19, 2009- Congress voted to cut off funds for ACORN, but ACRON is opposing the new law saying that cutting off its housing, transportation and educational funds was unconstitutional because it was a bill of attainder, or one targeting one group/person without a trial. This deals with bills of attainder and whether it is unconstitutional. 

November 2, 2009- The Justice Department announced that federal prosecutors can no longer take on cases against medical marijuana users who follow state law. 

October 13, 2009- This deals with the question of whether presidents can the right to appoint individuals to serve a “czars” in their administration without consent of the Senate? Czars are high level staff members who oversee nation’s top initiatives. 
October 5, 2009- The Supreme Court will be hearing cases that deal with the First Amendment’s Establishment Clause, the incorporation of the Second Amendment, and the Sixth Amendment right to a trial by an impartial jury. 

September 14, 2009- This deals with issues surrounding proposals to reform the healthcare system in the US. Views on this issue divided the nation as personal liberty and individual rights, representative government, and federalism were al brought into play as to who has the right to make healthcare reform as well as what is the best way to go about it. 

September 8, 2009-Attorney General Eric Holder announced that the Justice Department will investigate the actions of the CIA and whether their interrogations broke federal laws which protect accused persons’ rights from being infringed upon. This also deals with whether or not the Fifth Amendment protects non-citizens. 
Define the following terms: Separation of powers, federalism, republican government, limited government, popular sovereignty
Joseph R. Biden- Vice President 


Hillary Rodham Clinton- Department of State 


Timothy F. Geithner- Department of the Treasury 


Robert M. Gates- Department of Defense 


Eric H. Holder Jr- Department of Justice 


Kenneth L. Salazar- Department of the Interior 


Thomas J. Vilsack- Department of Agriculture 


Gary F. Locke- Department of Commerce 


Hilda L. Solis- Department of Labor


Kathleen Sebelius- Secretary of Health and Human Services 


Shaun L.S. Donovan- Department of Housing and Urban Development 








Ray LaHood- Department of Transportation 


Steven Chu- Department of Energy


Arne Duncan- Department of Education


Eric K. Shinseki- Department of Veterans Affairs


Janet A Napolitano- Department of Homeland Security 


Rahm I. Emanuel- White House Chief of Staff


Lisa P. Jackson- Environmental Protection Agency 


Peter R. Orszag- Office Management and Budget


Ronald Kirk- United States Trade Representative 


Susan Rice- United States Ambassador to the United Nations 


Christina Romer- Council of Economic Advisers 








Separation of Powers- the division of governmental powers among the executive, legislative, and judicial branches 


Federalism- system of government where power is divided between a central authority and constituent political units 


Republican Government- form of government in which sovereignty rests with the people, who elect agents to represent them in lawmaking and other decisions 


Limited Government- form of government that believes powers of the government should be clearly limited by a written document or public understanding and uses checks to ensure public rather than private interests are served


Popular Sovereignty- concept that ultimate political authority is based on the will of the people 


 











