
22.2 THE EASTERN MEDITERRANEAN 

• Birthplace of three 

major world religions 

• Jerusalem: 

 

 



Jews 

• Historical: 

 

 

 

• Modern 

– Capital of : 

– Visited my many each 

year 

– Temple Mount 

 

 

 



Christians 

• Historical: 

 

 

• Modern 

– Mount of Olives and 

Church of the Holy 

Sepulchre visited by 

thousands each year 

 



Muslims 

• Historical 

– Jerusalem : 

 

 

– Dome of the Rock 

• Modern 

– Al Aqsa  

 

 



Colonialism 

• The Ottoman Empire 
governed the region from 
1299-1922 

• During WWI, the British 
government promised help 
free the Arabs of the region 
from Ottoman rule and to 
support a homeland for the 
Arabs. 

• After WWI the land was: 

 

 



Syria and Lebanon 

• French took control of 

present-day countries of: 

 

 

 

• The French play on: 

 

• Syrians’ rebellions 

• Independence  

– Lebanon – 1943 

– Syria followed - 1946 

 



Religions – Syria/Lebanon 



The Zionist Movement 
• Zionists believed the: 

 

 

• 1882 – First Zionists emigrated to 

Palestine 

• As Nazi Germany began to persecute 

Jews, thousands emigrated to 

Palestine 

• Britain issued the: 

• The Arab League of Egypt, Syria, 

Lebanon, Trans-Jordan, Iraq, Saudi 

Arabia, and Yemen formed to: 

 

 

 
 

 

Theodor Herzl 



• In 1939, the British called a halt 

to Jewish immigration to 

Palestine 

• In 1947 Britain turned the issue 

over to the United Nations 

• The United Nations 

recommended that: 

 

• Jerusalem would be an: 

 

• Under the plan more than half 

the total land would thus go to 

less than 1/3 of the population. 

• Most of the: 

 

Tensions between Arabs and Jews 



Israel Gains Independence 

• In 1948, Israel declared its 
independence. 

•  Within hours it was : 

 

• By the end of 1949 Israel 
controlled ¾ of Palestine 

• Jordan and Egypt divided the rest 
of Palestine between them 

• Israel subsequently defeated its 
Arab neighbors in a series of wars 
which led to: 

 

• Israel has withdrawn from some of 
this territory as a result of treaties. 
 



Arab-Israel Tensions 

• Over the years, 
increasing Israeli 
settlement in the West 
Bank and Gaza has 
caused increasing 
concern among 
Palestinians hopeful for a 
homeland 

• Israel and Palestine have 
agreed to a : 

 

 

• Arab-Israeli violence over 
the years has: 

 
 



Palestinian Arabs 
• Palestinian Arabs who 

had fled from Israel and 

were settled : 

 

 

• Some have remained in 

these camps, while 

others have: 

 

•  Their status continues to 

be a: 



The PLO 
• Political organization 

claiming to represent the 
world’s Palestinians 

• It was formed in 1964 to 
centralize the leadership 
of various Palestinian 
groups  

• Has used: 

 

 

 

 

• Has controlled the West 
Bank since 1994. 

Mahmoud Abbas - Prime 

Minister of the Palestinian 

Authority since 2005 



Intifada 

• Arab frustrations over failure to 
achieve their own state and: 

 

 

 

• The violence of the Intifada was 
marked by stone-throwing and 
the use of homemade explosive 
devices by the Arabs. 

•  The Israeli troops used tear 
gas, rubber bullets, and 
demolished Palestinian homes. 

• The conflict led to an: 

 



Hamas 
• The Intifadas have 

contributed to the rise of 
terrorist groups in the 
region. 

• Hamas is a: 

 

 

• Known for its terrorist 
attacks (including suicide 
bombings), Hamas has 
become a viable political 
force in the 21st century. 

• It has: 



Occupied Territories Today 

  



Hezbollah 

• Arabic for “Party of God” 

• Formed by a group of 
Lebanese Shīite clerics 
formed Hezbollah with 
the goal of : 

 

 

 

 

• Hezbollah is considered a 
terrorist group by many 
for its: 

• Hassan Nasrallah  

Hassan Nasrallah – leader of Hezbollah 

 since 1992  



Infrastructure -Israel 

• Israel is connected to the 

world's major commercial, 

financial and academic 

data networks 

• Has sophisticated: 

 

Predicted infrastructure development indices in Israel 

(from: "Israel 2020 to 2050", Prof. A. Mazor, Neaman Institute)  



Infrastructure for the Region 

• Many Middle Eastern 
countries today: 

 

 

• Countries such as 
Lebanon, Syria, and Iran 
that have endured civil 
wars face challenges 
rebuilding and developing 

• Better irrigation systems, 
as well as communication 
systems and 
development in the tech 
industry is needed. 

 



Israel’s Arabs 

Israel’s Arabs 

• Almost : 

 

 

• The Arabs are a diverse group, 
with a population that includes 
Muslims, Christians, and 
Druzes. 

• Israeli Arabs are citizens of 
Israel, with full political rights. 

• Nevertheless, Israeli Arabs 
believe they have been: 

 

 



Israel’s Jews 

• Majority of immigrants 
to Israel are Jews 
– Come from around the 

world 

• Jews account for: 

 

• ~1 million Arabs also 
live in Israel 

• Small numbers of: 

 


