 ENVIRONMENTAL SCIENCE

LAB REPORT FORMAT


Name, date, period located in the top right hand corner.

Title: Creative and specific.  Addresses the effect of the IV on the DV.  
Purpose/Problem: An explanation as to why you are conducting the experiment.
Background: Provide a summary of the information you have found relating to the type of research you are conducting and cite the sources. Do not copy information that I have provided you.
Hypothesis: State a clear hypothesis.  Ex: Temperature increases bacterial growth.  
Null Hypothesis: Temperature has no impact on bacterial growth.

Materials: Provide a detailed list of materials and any specific equipment that are required to perform the experiment.
Procedure: Provide a detailed, step-by-step, description of how this experiment was conducted. Use a 1,2,3… format.  May include illustrations of experimental set-up.
Data collected:
· Data table ( Produce a labeled table of your results, including units of measurements)

· Calculations – show any calculations that you used in the interpretation of your data

· Graphs – provides a visual representation of the data you collected.  Make sure that the graph is suitably scaled and labeled with units.  Must be on graph paper or completed using a computer.
· Diagrams-draw any illustrations of data which are difficult to explain using words
Data Analysis:
· Summary data trends – give a brief explanation of the observations, trends/links in the results  ( e.g. how did the Independent Variable affect the Dependent Variable)

· Explain how errors could have occurred during the experiment and what steps could be taken to minimize their effects. If necessary, provide a statistical analysis of the accuracy of your data.

Conclusion:
Give a full explanation of the outcome of your experiment, noting if the purpose was fulfilled using this procedure. Was your hypothesis validated – why or why not? Explain concisely what you achieved by performing this experiment.

What did you personally learn from the experiment:
Reflect on what you learned from this experiment as it relates to Environmental Science.
