Dear Parents and Caregivers,

On behalf of Johnson City Schools and Lake Ridge School, welcome to the 2012-2013 school year.  My name is Jennifer Barter and I am honored to be your child’s first grade teacher.  I intend to work very hard to help your child master the skills and concepts that will be taught, based on the new Common Core Standards as well as the Tennessee Standards.  The purpose of this letter is to give you an overview of classroom procedures, curriculums, and expectations for the school year.  Please take the time to carefully read this letter and feel free to ask any questions that you may have about its content.

In planning your child’s education, I will be using Common Core and Tennessee Standards, as well as materials provided by Johnson City Schools.  We will address the following areas daily: literacy skills, math, science, social studies, and spelling.  Weekly related arts classes will be provided in music, art, library/media, physical education, and Spanish.  Guidance lessons will be provided throughout the school year, possibly as a related arts class as well.  Learning objectives and standards will be posted in the classroom at all times.  I will be happy to discuss these with you if you have a concern or need clarification.  Our daily EQ’s (essential questions) will be posted and discussed each morning if you would like to see what your child will be learning each day.  

Our instructional day starts at 8:15 and ends at 3:15.  In order for me to better serve the students; please make every effort to have your child in school on time.  If you need to call me during the school day, call the school and they will direct you to our classroom.  I encourage you to volunteer as often as you would like.  I understand that many of you work or have other obligations and are not able to come to school during the day.  If you have a day off, perhaps you could come by for a little while or have lunch with your child.  You are free to join your child for lunch any time.  Please consult the schedule to find out our lunchtime.

Literacy instruction is a major part of first grade learning.  We will have 120 minutes of literacy instruction daily.  This will include writing instruction as well.  In first grade this year we are starting the Daily five program, which I am excited to begin with your children.  I will be assessing your child’s reading ability frequently and will provide feedback to you often.  Your child’s progress will document and kept in his/her portfolio.   The reading portfolio contains assessments which determine the child’s reading level, level of basic sight word recognition, writing proficiency, story comprehension, and knowledge of sounds.  The math assessment contains assessments of all of the objectives that are taught during the year.  I will also keep other important assessments and assignments in your child’s portfolio to track his/her progress.  I normally share the contents of the portfolios during the Parent-Teacher Conferences but I would be happy to share the information at any time.  This will keep you informed of your child’s progress.  Report cards will be issued every nine weeks.  


The folder that this letter is in will be your child’s homework folder for the year.  This folder will go home each day and should be returned each day.  Each Friday, you will find a homework packet and a class newsletter in your child’s folder.  The homework packet is due the following Friday.  The newsletter will usually entail announcements, reminders, recognition of students for a job well done, class birthdays, and other things to keep you up to date on what is going on at school.  On the back of the newsletter, there will be a communication log.  Feel free to ask me any questions or write me a brief note.  I will respond by writing back to you and placing the log in the front of your child’s folder.  The homework packet will contain the homework for the 
week.  I give homework out weekly so you have a choice on when to complete the homework based on your family’s schedule.  Ideally, yes, complete it for the following day.  Some may choose to complete all homework at the beginning of the week - that is totally your choice.  I will check homework folders daily for important notes or documents from home.  Please, please keep the documents together and in the folder.
Our class will go on three field trips this year with the other first grade classes.  You will be notified by letter of any trips at least one month in advance or the trip.  When you receive notice of a trip, please send money to cover the cost of the trip and completely fill out the “Permission Form” provided.  This form is very important, and I will not be able to take your child away from the Lake Ridge without one.  We encourage parents to accompany us on Field Trips.  I can assure you, I will make every effort to provide your child with a safe and fun-filled experience.

Please keep me informed of any changes with your child such as transportation home, medications, expected absences, etc.  If you intend for your child to go home a different way than usual, I will need a note or the office will need to be called.  I’m sorry, but I can not accept a verbal message from your child.  Students sometimes have a tendency to confuse messages.  Our class will have snack every day for students, and your child will be responsible for bringing in the class’ snack on his/her assigned day.  I will send home monthly snack calendars which will inform you of when you are to provide snack for the class.  Healthy snacks are encouraged.  I will notify you of any student allergies as well as the number of students in the class on each calendar since these things often change.   

I have a discipline plan in place in my class.  The main focus of our classroom management is positive reinforcement.  I will reward positive behavior by giving your child “pennies”.  Each child has a “piggy bank” and can earn pennies and then exchange the money out for nickels, dimes, and then, quarter.  Once your child earns 25 cents or a quarter, they will pick a prize from the prize box or get a special reward with a coupon.  If you would like to assist by donating small prize items (Dollar Store type) feel free to do so.  Candy will also be given our periodically as a reward so please donate a bag of candy.  
In addition to the above positive behavior rewards, the following “Rockin’ Behavior” system will also be used.  By Friday, if your child’s name is at green or above, then he/she will be able to eat lunch in the classroom.  Each Monday the names will be reset with every student starting at “Let’s Rock and Roll”.  This allows children who may receive an initial or even second warning to turn their day, and even their week, around by making good choices and changing their behavior.

I have tried to include as much information as I could in this letter.  I will continually update information throughout the school year.  I am pleased to have the opportunity to be a part of your child’s educational journey, and I look forward to a successful year.  I would like to thank you in advance for the important role that you will play in encouraging excellent behavior and quality learning every day.  Feel free to contact me at any time either by e-mail (barterj@jschools.org) or by calling the school.

Sincerely,








Jennifer Barter
