BIOLOGY 2 ADVANCED TOPICS

COURSE SYLLABUS
Biology 2: Advanced Topics  –  explores topics in depth that will be beneficial for students who pursue higher education, and is designed to enhance analytical skills.

S.O.L. Test  –  there is no end-of-course SOL test given in biology 2.

Text  –  Campbell / Reese: Biology (Benjamin Cummings) 6th ed.

Teacher  –  Mr. L. D. Booher 

Room #  –  101 main building

Contact  –  JSB telephone: 642-5300
e-mail address: lbooher@wcs.k12.va.us
Topics Studied by approximate Grading Periods:

1st  9 weeks
–   classical and laboratory genetics 

2nd
9 weeks
–   transmission genetics and cytogenetics

3rd 
9 weeks
–   human genetics / molecular genetics / biotechnology

4th 
9 weeks
–   origins / anatomy / dissection 

Materials Needed  –  1.  3-ring binder notebook
2.  Positive attitude

Assessments  –  tests / quizzes  +  daily grades 

Daily grades include homework, labs, class participation, and written assignments.  The participation component of the student’s grade requires both attendance and attentiveness.  The student’s grade during each grading period will be determined by the total accumulation of points earned.

Grading scale:
A  =  90  –  100

C  =  70 –  79 




B  =  80  –   89 

D  =  60 –  69 

Make-up Policy  –  in keeping with school policy, tests / quizzes missed due to student absence should be made up within 2–3 school days upon the student’s return to school.  Tests / quizzes must be made up within a maximum period of 1 week!
Lab make-up will be conducted during / after school at the teacher’s convenience.  It is the student’s responsibility to make necessary arrangements for lab make-up.

Homework Policy  –  assignments are expected to be completed on time and are expected to reflect a quality of work appropriate for an advanced class.  A penalty will be imposed for any late assignments, except in the case of student absence, or when deemed necessary by extenuating circumstances.

Attendance – in keeping with school policy, students are allowed to make up work missed due to student absence.  Biology is a laboratory class, and even though lab is not conducted every day, regular attendance is expected.  There is a high degree of correlation between regular school attendance and success in the classroom.

Tardies – students are expected to be in their seats when the tardy bell rings.  In keeping with school policy, after accumulation of 3 tardies, students will be assigned to detention.

Classroom Rules:  

1. Disruption of teaching, and the learning environment, will not be tolerated.

2. An honor system is employed to foster / build student character.

3. Safety guidelines will be followed during laboratory exercises.
Expectations:

1. Maturity and self-discipline



3. Regular attendance

2. Courtesy and respect 



4. Appropriate study habits 

Honor Code:

The honor code is recognized as an integral part of the science department.  The honor system upholds individual integrity, in that a student’s word can be trusted without question in all circumstances.  The honor code is, in essence, a covenant that each student will neither offer nor receive undue assistance in the completion of any graded test or assignment that is to be completed on an individual basis.  Further, a student’s word is deemed sufficient as a pledge of honor in all circumstances.  The teacher will indicate which assignments and activities are to be done individually and which permit collaboration.  All students enrolled in biology classes are placed under, and are expected to abide by, the honor code.  The honor code is employed in order to foster mutual trust and respect, as well as a sense of fairness, among students and teachers.

The signature of students and parents is requested as an indication that you have read, understand, and agree to abide by, this classroom policy statement and its honor code:

Student Signature:  





     Date:  _____/
/


Parent Signature:    





     Date:  _____/
/


