Dr. Watson’s Medical Terminology 



Chapter 1

Worksheet

Instructions (for all chapters):

Begin at the Chapters menu.  Click Rules and Prefixes.  Click the right arrow and you will see the objectives for the chapter.  Read each objective to determine what you will learn with the chapter.  

When you complete the Chapters section, go to the Class section that contains practice exercises.  This section will help you prepare for the chapter tests.  

Answer each of the questions in the worksheet as you read the chapter.  Don’t just complete the questions – read and think about the examples to understand the rules and how to build terms.

Continue through each section of the chapter to answer the worksheet questions.

General Rules

1. What does a word root stand for?

2. What is a prefix?

3. What is a suffix?

4.  Define the root gastr/o
5. gastrectomy = ___________________ (click on the suffix
6. Why is correct spelling important in a health career?

7. What is the purpose of a combining form?

Basic Rules

1. What are the two times when a combining vowel is used? Give an example of each.

2. When is the combining vowel not used?  Give an example of this.

3. What are any additional rules to use for correct spelling?

Pronouncing Terms

(Listen carefully to the pronunciation of each word to help you learn to spell words correctly.)

1. Write examples of words with:

Soft c

Hard c

2. The letters ae at the end of a term are pronounced as which letter?

3. The letter p is pronounced differently depending upon its location and/or combination with the letter n.  State whether the p is pronounced or silent for the following words:
apnea - 


pneumonia -


psychiatrist-
orthopnic-

psychotic-


pneumatic-

4. When the letter i  is at the end of a word, how is it pronounced?

Prefixes

1. What are five general ways in which a prefix can add meaning to a word root? (Hint:  different types of prefixes in this section)

2. Define the following prefixes and give an example word for each:

Prefix

Definition


Example

epi-
infra-
hemi-
circum-
an-
dextro-
semi-
im-
extra-
inter-
multi-
endo-
dorso-
sinistro-
chloro-
cirrho-
erythro-
purpuro-
3. These color prefixes do not use the final “o” as a combining vowel.  What color is described by these prefixes?

leuko-



polio-
cyano-



melano-

4. Write the prefixes for the following numbers:
One ___________________, _____________________

Two ___________________, _____________________

Three __________________

Four ___________________, _____________________

5. Underline the prefixes in the following word and define the prefix:

Term



Definition of the prefix

pseudonym

supernumerary

retroperitoneal

intraabdominal

contraindicated

pancarditis

hypodermic

median

primigravida

hyperemesis

6. Define the following prefixes and give an example term:

Prefix


Definition



Example term

ambi-

ante-

anti-

brady-

dia-

diplo-

dys-

ec-

mal-

meta-

micro-

mid-

poly-

post-

pre-

supra-

7. Find the prefixes that match the listed definitions and give an example term:

Definition



Prefix(es)

Example term

No, none, lack of

Not

Away from

Out, out of, out from, outside

Around

Across, through

Near, beside

Beyond

Large

Above, beyond, top side

Union, together

Same

Fast

Under, below, beneath

Note:  Don’t forget to click on Class and review the practice exercises for spelling and prefixes.
