Dear GATE parents and students:

Welcome to the GATE program for the 2011-2012 school year.

The Wallace Middle School Gifted Program is designed to compliment and enrich classroom instruction for students who need to be challenged beyond the regular classroom curriculum.  The GATE program is an extension of their regular classroom activities and often incorporates activities that extend middle school learning beyond the textbook with fun, hands-on learning that challenges their ability to be leaders, work in groups, and problem solve using their own creativity. 
GATE participation is expected whenever possible. These students are our future leaders and need to be able to think “outside of the box” and create viable solutions to problems they may face.  Challenging themselves and stretching their mind is necessary during their time at middle school, and I encourage you as parents to support that growth by supporting the GATE program.  

Your student is offered many opportunities to participate in GATE.  Students can select from a range of topics based on their interests.  These range from painting to science, and include writing, Mystery Investigation, and the study of energy and electricity. In addition to these offerings, the Middle School Gifted Program also engages students in theatre, field trips, regional competitions, independent study, guest speaker events, and Barter Player Programs.
The GATE webpage found at http://www.quia.com/pages/wmsgate.html   and  is updated on a regular basis to keep you up to date on current activities and upcoming events.  Please visit it on a regular basis to be sure you don’t miss any of the great activities.
 Some activities are required of all GATE students.  In order to attend the culminating field trip, at least 5 of the required activities must be met.  These include:
Participation in the DAR Essay Contest

Participation in the PTA Reflections Contest
Participation in a Book Review Project for the Varsity Letter
Participation in the Barter Theater Workshop (during school hours)
Participation in the Emory and Henry Theater Production

Participation in the Kil’n Time Ceramic project

Participation in a Science Fair Project

Attendance of 4 or more Planetarium visits to Bays 
Mountain(permission slip attached)
For questions concerning your GATE student, please feel free to email me at any time.  Thanks so much!  I hope it will be a great year for your child.

Sincerely, 

Lori Carrigan

GATE Coordinator for WMS

lcarrigan@wcs.k12.va.us
GATE Calendar of Events:  SUBJECT TO CHANGE:  CHECK WEB PAGE OFTEN FOR CHANGES

September-  Welcome to the GATE program Packets sent home

October  ?- PTA Reflections Essay (date TBA)

October 5- Trip to Bays Mountain Observatory after school until 5:45pm- Solar viewing   

October 21- Guest speaker during school hours                            

October 25- DAR Essay information sent home

November 1- DAR Essays due to Mrs. Carrigan

November 15- Trip to Bays Mountain Planetarium after school until 5:45pm


“The Case of the Disappearing Planet”

December 5- Trip to Bays Mountain Planetarium after school until 5:45pm


“A Part of the Sky called Orion”

January 9- Trip to Bays Mountain Planetarium after school until 5:45pm


“Connections”

January ?- PTA Citizenship Essay Contest (Date TBA)

February or March ?-  Calendar Contest for the Washington County Calendar

March 13- Trip to Bays Mountain Planetarium after school until 5:45pm


“Venus Transit Show”

April 2- Trip to Bays Mountain Planetarium after school until 5:45pm


“Two Small Pieces of Glass”

May 8- Workshop at Bays Mountain Planetarium after school until 5:45pm


“Making Sun Viewers”

Space Camp in Huntsville, AL!!!  Date and price to be announced as soon as possible.  Remember:  You must meet eligibility requirements above in order to attend!

FIELD TRIP PERMISSION SLIP FOR ALL BAYS MOUNTAIN TRIPS

(PLEASE COMPLETE EVEN IF YOU CANNOT ATTEND EVERY MEETING)

Child’s Name_________________________________________________

I give my child permission to attend the GATE trips to Bays Mountain Planetarium.  I understand I must pay $2.00 per trip to Mrs. Carrigan on the day of the trip (no checks please, because I am just going to pay admission at the door).

I will pick my child up at Wallace at 5:45 p.m. unless otherwise noted.

Parent Signature: ______________________________________
