HISTORY ELECTIVE GUIDE
Go online for guides and tips @ http://www.quia.com/pages/humanitiescircle.html
* SBQ only on topics indicated with * and brackets. These topics can also appear as SEQ.

	CHP
	SYLLABUS 
	PRACTICE QUESTIONS – only examples
	POINTS NEEDED

	
	
	
	Remember to 

· ATQ (Answer the question)

· PEEL

· State given Point
· Explain given factor

· Give examples

· Link to questions

· + 2 other factors

Conclusion - balanced

	2.1
	Establishing Peace (Tested during Prelim 1 2008)
	
	

	
	- Treaty of Versailles: its aims and German reaction
	Was demilitarization the most critical factor why Germans detested the Treaty of Versailles? EYA 

[12 m]
Most critical? –most  serious
	ATQ – I agree/do not agree that demilitarization was the most critical factor why…. 

There were also other factors such as …. 

Explain given factor + 2 other factors
· demilitarization – what were the terms ( how did it lead to Germans detest/anger- most critical?
· War-guilt clause – accept total blame for war – reparations

     ( how did it lead to Germans 

      detest/anger – most critical?
· territorial lost – egs

    ( how did it lead to Germans 

     detest/anger – most critical?
Conclusion 

+ relative importance of different factors
· What is your final stand? 

· Show relationship

	
	- League of Nations: reasons for its formation; successes and failures in the 1920s
	How effective was the international- peace-keeping force in the 1920s? EYA

[13 m]

How effective was peacekeeping maintained in the 1920s?EYA
	ATQ – The international peace-keeping force, that is, the League of nations was very effective/not very effective.
Explain the successes + failures (1+2)
Successes: Special Commissions examples; encouraged international cooperation; Aaland Islands dispute; solved economic collapse in Austria & Hungary 1922-23 

Failures: Poor structure; Assembly too large to react quickly to disputes; no real military backing; Membership issues; Foreign policies of members – non-intervention/more concerned with domestic politics; Eg – dispute between Lithuania and Poland over Vilna.
Conclusion

+balanced conclusion
· not totally successful.

· Did have successes but…

· When real difficulties came and a strong power took action which the League disliked, it did very little

· Give support – 1923 Italy’s occupation of Corfu and bullying of Greece to pay compensation. League did nothing when Mussolini didn’t listen.


	
	- Disarmament: role of the US
	Was disarmament the most important factor in building up peace after WW1? EYA
	

	
	- Reconstruction and Recovery: aid to Germany
	How effective was the aid given to help Germany reconstruct and recover after WW1? EYA
	

	2.2
	Rise of Authoritarian Regimes
	

	
	* Case study of Communist Russia (SBQ)
	

	
	- Reasons for Stalin’s rise to power
	Was the desire to protect the Soviet Union the main reason for Stalin’s industrial and agricultural reforms? EYA
	Reasons for Stalin’s rise to power:
· Weakness of opposition – Stalin’s main opponent was Trotsky who was a great hero of the Bolshevik revolution but was in a position of weakness. Many members of the party did not like him because they considered him arrogant and too clever. He also showed his weak grasp of politics by continuing to support War Communism when the NEP was introduced and in proposing that communism should be introduced worldwide, rather than concentrating on the Soviet Union to begin with.

· Stalin’s own position – Stalin had been an organizer and loyal supporter of Lenin. Although he was little known outside the Soviet Union, by 1924 he had become General Secretary of the Communist Party and had appointed his supporters into positions of influence. So it was his own position of strength which enabled him to grab power.

- Stalin’s personality- shrewd and able to skillful handle his opponents. For eg Trotsky – he was Stalin’g careful manipulation of his own support which enabled him to discredit Trotksy, exile him and eventually have him killed.


	
	- Impact of Stalin’s dictatorship on the lives of the Russian people
	How successfully did Stalin govern the Soviet Union? EYA
	How successful was Stalin’s rule?

· Successful: 

1. Economically – Before Stalin’s policies the Soviet Union was a backward country which was under threat from the capitalist powers. Agriculture was backward and there was very little social welfare. Stalin industrialised the country, made the ariculture more efficient and started things like crèches for working mothers. That made their lives better.

2. He game them security and created jobs….explain and link

Not successful:

1. During Stalin’s rule there was forced labour, deliberate starvation for those would not join the collectives and the terrifying prospect of the knock on the door in the middle of the night by the secret police. That does not seem like improvement to me.
Relative importance:

As in many situations, it depends who you were and what you mean by improvement. If you were a wealthy peasant or an intellectual, then life didn’t get better because you were one of Stalin’s targets. But if you were a hard-working peasant or labourer, who didn’t much care about political rights and just did what you needed to do, then were benefits.


	
	* Case study of Nazi Germany (SBQ)
	Tested during Prelim 1 2008
	

	
	- Reasons for Hitler’s rise to power
	Was the lack of faith in the Weimar Republic the main reason why Hitler came to power in 1933? EYA
	ATQ – I agree/disagree that ……
P – No, I think it was the use of propaganda that brought Hitler to power. 

E - He knew that his policies would receive much more support if he could persuade the German people that what he was doing was right.

E – So he used the media to get across the idea that the Nazi way was the right way and this encouraged people to vote for him

L – Therefore it was the power of propaganda that led to Hitler’s coming to power. Even if the Weimar Republic had gained the faith of its people, Hitler would have still risen to power because of his powers of persuasion. 

P – Yes, I do think that it was the lack of faith in the Weimar Republic.

E – After Stressmann died and the Wall Street Crash occurred, the German economy collapsed and millions were unemployed.

E – Hitler promised the people economic stability and so they supported him.

L – They had lost faith because they didn’t think that the Weimar Republic could solve the country’s problems.
Conclusion – In the end, I think it is all down to the weakness of the Weimar Republic. Without that, no one would have taken any notice of his propaganda or want to elect an extremist party like the Nazis. They hadn’t done so in the period 1924-29 and they wouldn’t have done so if the Wall Street Crash hadn’t shown the weakness of the Weimar Republic.

	
	- Impact of Hitler’s dictatorship on the lives of the German people
	- How effective was Hitler’s control of Germany in the 1930s? EYA
effective = successful


	ATQ – Hitler was/was not effective in his control of Germany in the 1930s.
P- Firstly, from the moment he gained power, he acted like a dictator..  

E – Political opponents were arrested and imprisoned, church leaders were attacked and so were trade unionists, academics – in fact anyone who opposed him.

E – Some people like the Jews, who didn’t pose a threat to him were mercilessly persecuted. Hundreds of thousands were driven out of the country or sent to labout camps.

L – Therefore, his use of force through his dictatorship was not an effective method of control.
P – Secondly, his use of propaganda
E – He used the slogan “work and bread” to gain the control of the people. He also established a strong Ministry of Enlightenment and Propaganda to help maintain control.
E – He understood that the German people needed to satisfy their basic needs first hence he provided his citizens with jobs. He also introduced agricultural reforms to increase production to meet the needs of the population
L –All this allowed Hitler to gain the support of the German people and thus helped him to effectively control them by satisfying their basic needs.
P – However, there were some areas that Hitler did govern well.

E – When he came to power there was great instability and the economy was in ruins. 

E - His policies of rearmament and self- sufficiency provided jobs and restored people’s pride in themselves and in the German nation. 

L – Therefore, he was effective in the economically and instilling a sense of pride amongst the German people.
Conclusion – He did some good, but his terrible treatment of the Jews and other minority groups meant that his rule can never be called completely successful. He achieved his aims – but at an unacceptable cost.

	
	
	- How successful were Hitler’s economic policies in the period 1933 to 1939? EYA
	ATQ – I feel that Hitler’s economic policies were very/not very successful in the period 1933 to 1939.
P – Very successful – in reducing unemployment

E – When he first came to power the unemployment level was nearly six million.
E – He successfully set up the National Labour Service and stepped up the production of arms.
L – Therefore, he managed to successfully cut down unemployment to below one million people.
P – However, Hitler’s economic policies were not successful in a sense that he didn’t intend to help his people out of unemployment because he cared for them.
E – He did reduce unemployment, but that was only because he was increasing the size of his army and making more weapons.
E – He introduced a clever hire purchase scheme to help people buy the new Volksvagen but it was a failure.
- He also introduced a policy of autarky to make Germany self-sufficient but despite spending huge sums on it by 1939 over a third of Germany’s raw materials were still being imported.

L – Therefore, he wasn’t successful in introducing self-sufficiency.
Conclusion: You have to look at both sides. Certainly he was successful in bringing down unemployment, which must have been the most important aim, because if he didn’t do that he would lose support. He didn’t succeed in making Germany totally self-sufficient, but I think that was probably less important. 


	
	* Case study of Fascist Japan 
	
	

	
	- Circumstances leading to the rise of the military in the 1930s
	Was economic disaster the main reason why the Militarists came to power in the 1930s? EYA
	

	
	- Impact of militarism on the lives of the Japanese people.
	- How effective was the militarists’ rule of Japan in the 1930s? EYA
- How well was Japan governed in the 1930s? EYA
	

	3.1
	War in Europe (* SBQ)
	
	

	
	* Could war in Europe be avoided? (SBQ whole topic)
	
	Reasons are all the main points related to sub-topics

	
	- Rearmament 
	Was the failure to carry out disarmament in the 1930s the main reason why war broke out in the Europe in 1939? EYA
	

	
	- Protectionism and economic cooperation
	
	

	
	- Hitler’s foreign policy, 1933-39
	- Was Hitler’s aggressive foreign policy the main reason why war broke out in Europe in 1930? EYA

- Was the signing of the Nazi-Soviet the main reason why Hitler was able to invade Poland? EYA
- Do you agree that Hitler was determined to cause war from the time he came to power? EYA

- How successful was Hitler’s foreign policy in the period 1933 to 1939? EYA
	ATQ – Yes/No….
P – Yes, Hitler’s foreign policy was to blame.
E – He was determined to expand Germany’s territory and just kept on pushing until Britain and France had no choice but to go to war.
E – He could have stopped in Sep 1938 and there would not have been a war, but he kept going and then concluded a treaty with the Soviet Union which meant that he would invade Poland. 
L – Thus he definitely was the cause for the war.
P – No, I don’t think this is really true.
E – The real cause of the war was that the League of Nations was a weak organization and Britain and France were not prepared to stand up to Hitler
E – give examples of events
L – If the League had stopped Hitler rearming and Britain and France had not got involved in trying to appease Hitler, there would not have been a war.
Conclusion – But if you look at this objectively, it wasn’t the League or Britain and France which caused the war. They weren’t invading places and breaking the Treaty of Versailles. They were just not responding strongly. It was Hitler who was the aggressor.

	
	- Appeasement policy
	Was the failure of Britain to stand up to Hitler’s aggressive foreign policy the main reason why war broke out in Europe in 1939? EYA
- Do you agree that Chamberlain acted foolishly in his relations with Hitler? EYA
	

	
	- Failure of the League of Nations in the 1930s
	- How effective was the international peace-keeping force in the 1930s? EYA
Was the failure of the League of Nations the main reason by war broke out in Europe?
	Successes: Good work thru’ organizations – ILO & special commissions; Place for disputes to be discussed and where collective security could be sought; Eg – When Abyssinian emperor came to speak to League after Mussolini invaded Abyssinia

	3.2
	War in the Asia Pacific (Pacific war tested in O level 2007 & Prelim 1 2008))
	
	

	* Could war in the Asia Pacific be avoided?

	
	- Protectionism 
	- Was trade and protectionism the main reason why war broke out in Asia Pacific in the 1930s? EYA
	

	
	- Japan’s foreign policy
	- Was a militaristic attitude the main reason for Japan’s aggressive foreign policy in the 1930s? EYA
How successful was was Japan’s foreign policy in the 1930s? EYA
	Reasons ( aggressive foreign policy
- militaristic attitude
- Fear of colonialism
- protectionist policy
Success/Failure?

- Features of Japan’s Foreign Policy

-Successes – acquired Manchuria and other parts of China, solved raw materials and food problem. Alliances with Germany and Italy

- Unsuccessful – lost international support, upset Americans, eventually caused WWII with horrors that country suffered.

	
	- Failure of the League in the 1930s
	- How effective was the international peace-keeping force in the 1930s in the Asia Pacific?
	

	4.1
	Outbreak and Escalation of the Cold War
	Look at Cold War handout given last Fri 16th Aug
	

	How stable was the post-World War II era?

	
	- Impact of the breakdown of wartime alliance between USA and USSR and the division of Europe
	To what extent was…..the main reason for the outbreak and escalation of the Cold War?EYA
	- Various reasons are the sub-topics given:

Breakdown of wartime alliance

- Impact of Communist victory in China

- Impact of economic recovery, cooperation and development

- Ideological differences between communism and capitalism (long term)

- Feelings of mistrust (Historical baggage/Arms Race

- Personalities differences between Stalin and Truman

	
	- Impact of the Communist victory in China on the Cold War
	
	Look at Cold War handout given last Fri 16th Aug

	
	- Impact of Communist victory in China on the Cold War
	
	Look at Cold War handout given last Fri 16th Aug

	
	- Impact of economic recovery, cooperation and development: Marshall Plan, COMECON
	
	Look at Cold War handout given last Fri 16th Aug

	
	- Circumstances leading to the Korean War and its impact*(SBQ)
	
	Look at Cold War handout given last Fri 16th Aug

	
	- Circumstances leading to the Cuban Missile Crisis and its impact*(SBQ)
	
	Look at SBQ practice questions and mindmap

	
	
	
	

	4.2
	End of Cold War (Topic tested in 2007 O level)
	
	

	Was the end of the Cold War in Europe inevitable?

	
	- Weaknesses of the command economy and communist system
	
	

	
	- Gorbachev’s policies of perestroika and glasnost and their consequences on Eastern Europe
	
	

	
	 -End of Soviet Union
	
	


