	Outline
	“The League of Nations failed mainly because of the difficulty in reaching decisions quickly.” How far do you agree with this statement? (Sample answer)

	INTRO

Need to decide how one factor was the main cause of the failure.


	I agree with the statement to a large extent that the League of Nations failed mainly because of the difficulty in reaching decisions quickly. The delay in decision making was caused by infrequent meetings, decision making process, use of economic sanctions and the lack of power. 

	BODY

After explaining the “…….” factor in the question…need to link back to question on how it led to League of Nation’s failure.

Question always assume there will be evidence both for and against the statement under consideration.

You should not just list all the ways the League of Nations was a failure.
	The first contributing factor was the infrequent meetings. There were too 
few meetings between member states as they only met once a year. This in turn delayed member states from reaching decisions to solve conflicts between states and affected its role as a peace-keeping force. The council members were also slow in making decisions as they have to reach unanimous decisions which was difficult as each member state had its own objectives to satisfy. The League also could not use sanctions to seek cooperation from members. Thus, the League was unable to enforce its decisions and was frequently delayed in settling disputes which in turn led 
to its failure. The lack of power was also caused by the absence of big 
powers such as USA which did not join and the refusal to allow Germany 
and Russia to join. Thus, it prevented the League from having any control 
and power over all countries of the world as their decisions would not be binding for non-member states. As member states did not feel the League 
was helping them quickly, they also left which contributed to the delay of 
the League’s efforts to reach decisions.

	BODY

· Balancing your view

Then go on to other factors – at least 2 more major factors.


	However, there were also other factors that led to the League’s failure 
besides the difficulty in reaching decisions quickly. These included the 
…… (explain 1 or 2 other factors)
The League of Nations lacked ……



	CONCLUSION

Finally, re-state decision & last statement
Giving a qualifying statement, earns you more marks.


	In conclusion, I agree to a large extent that the League of Nations failed mainly because of the difficulty in reaching decisions quickly. I feel that the failure was due to the effect of the combination of all the factors which led to a delay in decision making and prevented the League of Nations from being an effective peace-keeping organisation. The League of Nations’ difficulty in reaching decisions quickly was because of the way the organisation was set up and its decision making process which limited its powers.
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