Notes on Chapter 6 Keeping the Peace: Diplomacy and Deterrence

What is diplomacy?
· A form of international relations which allows for peaceful negotiations and discussion among countries
· Diplomats

· perform consular, economic and political functions

· report to their own government on the development in the country they are based in

· update country they are based in on the rationale for decisions made by their own government
Why diplomacy?
1. Resolves conflict between countries

· countries could be involved in heated argument on issues
· they might not even be able to agree to one another’s views

· with diplomacy, these countries could discuss matter and understand one another’s stand better

· with diplomacy, they could also get a neutral party to negotiate for them or ask the International Court of Justice (ICJ) to aid in making a decision for them e.g. Singapore and Malaysia allowed ICJ to resolve their claim over Pedra Branca
· this would avoid conflict, leading to peace and prosperity for both countries.
2. Aids in development of the countries
· With the inter-dependence nature of the world, countries rely on one another 

· A country could fully reach its potential with increased collaboration with other countries

· With diplomacy, countries get to know one another better
· this would increase political, social and economic cooperation between the countries, leading to greater collaboration between them

· e.g. developed countries like USA help others due to good diplomacy

· e.g. USA helped the western European countries after the Second World War because of good diplomatic relations among them.

· The countries would also be able to tap on one another’s strengths. E.g. Singapore taps on the foreign talents from China, India and other countries due to good diplomatic ties with these countries.
3. Allows for greater cooperation against an aggressor

· Not all countries are equally strong 
· A stronger country might invade a small country or threatened it

· The small country thus would be threatened of its sovereignty

· With diplomacy, it could seek the assistance of other countries in defeating the aggressor

· E.g. 1991: Kuwait was attacked by Iraq. A combined force from UN counter-attacked Iraq, leading to Kuwait regaining its sovereignty.

· Countries could also impose economic sanctions or boycott trading with the aggressor

· This would force the aggressor to rethink the invasion, leading to peace.

Types of Diplomatic Relations
Type 1: Bilateral Relations 


Type 2: Regional Relations  


Type 3: International Relations  



Regional Organisation - ASEAN

What is ASEAN?
· Formed in 1967 by countries in Southeast Asian regions: Singapore, Malaysia, Thailand, Indonesia and the Philippines.

· Other members who joined later: Brunei, Vietnam, Laos, Myanmar and Cambodia

Aims of ASEAN
1   
 Promote economic development of the region
· ASEAN helps member countries improve their economies through cooperation with one another

· ASEAN helps member countries by establishing ties with other countries and associations to promote trade in the region

· E.g. ASEAN countries benefited from the transfer of technology from Japan

· By improving such international relations, ASEAN attracts more investment and trade to the region, leading to economic development of the region

2   
 Promote cultural development of the region
· ASEAN established a committee which promotes greater understanding and appreciation of the culture and heritage of ASEAN members
· ASEAN also organises cultural exchanges such as film festivals

· E.g. The 4th ASEAN Youth Music Workshop was held in Singapore in 1985

· With such cultural programmes, the countries in ASEAN get to know one another’s cultures better. This would lead to greater respect for one another’s customs and cultures, leading to cultural development in the region

3   
 Promote social development of the region
· Provides the platform for greater understanding among member countries
· this allows countries to have increased social exchanges among the people 

· e.g. Singaporeans frequent Malaysia leading to increased understanding of one another’s society and people

· this lead to social development for both countries, leading to peace

4
Protect the peace and stability of the region
-
e.g. civil war in Cambodia in 1980s – ASEAN persuaded the different groups in 
ASEAN to stop fighting and form a new democratic government

- 
this helps to ensure that peace is established in Cambodia as well as ASEAN, 
leading to prosperity in the region

5
Provide opportunities for member countries to discuss and resolve differences peacefully
· differences could arise over matters like national boundaries
· e.g. claim over Pedra Branca by Singapore and Malaysia. 

· ASEAN assisted them to get the case brought forward to International Court of Justice (ICJ) 

· This avoids the countries from going to war and instead looking for peaceful ways to resolve their problems, leading to peace and prosperity in the region
Singapore in ASEAN
· actively involved in ASEAN programmes
· leadership role in ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF) which allows member countries and other countries like USA, China and Japan to discuss important issues

· shares technical knowledge and expertise with other ASEAN countries

· conducted training courses for ASEAN countries which were interested

· set up training centres overseas e.g. technical training centre in Vietnam in 1997 to help Vietnam industralise

· aid in increasing literacy rate of ASEAN members

· e.g. gives scholarships to ASEAN students to study in Singapore

International Organisation – United Nations (UN)
What is UN?
· International organisation
· Founded in 1945, at the end of the Second World War

Aims of UN
1   
 Provide help to countries in need
· Helps countries faced with problems like famine and earthquakes
· Sends food and medical care aid to these countries

· Help countries develop economically

· E.g. UN provided Singapore with help and advice on economic development – Dr Albert Winsemius was appointed as economic advisor for Singapore and under his advice, Singapore’s economy made major progress.
· This helps countries in need recover and make progress faster
2   
 Allow member countries to have voices in decision making
· Member countries have the right to vote on decisions which may affect them
· Member countries could voice unhappiness in the General Assembly

· This ensures that member countries are taken care of, leading to increased trust in the UN

3   
 Establish peace in conflict areas
· Sends peacekeeping forces to troubled areas
· Peacekeeping forces ensure that parties involved in an armed conflict e.g. Singaporean military observers were on duty in demilitarised zone between Iraq and Kuwait in 1991
· This helps to keep countries in conflict apart till peace agreement is reached
4
Act against intrusion by aggressor
-
if a member country is attacked, the other countries can get together against the aggressor
- 
e.g. 1991 Gulf War, Iraq invaded Kuwait. A multi-national UN force was sent to counter attack Iraq; economic sanctions were also imposed on Iraq; this force Iraq to withdraw from Kuwait

- 
this allowed Kuwait to establish its sovereignty again
5
Provide opportunity for member countries to resolve conflict amicably
· International Court of Justice (ICJ) is like a world court where countries can present their disputes
· E.g. Spratly Islands being claimed by Malaysia, Brunei, the Philippine and Vietnam

· E.g. islands of Sipadan and Ligitan being claimed by Indonesia and Malaysia

· E.g. Pedra Branca being claimed by Singapore and Malaysia

· All the above cases have been referred to ICJ

· This helps countries to solve conflicts amicably rather than go to war or adopt aggression
Singapore in United Nations
How Singapore benefits

· Being accepted as member of UN, Singapore gains the recognition of being an independent country
· Being a member of UN, Singapore gains economic advice from UN ie. Dr Albert Winsemius was appointed as economic advisor for Singapore and under his advice, Singapore’s economy made major progress. This helps countries in need recover and make progress faster.

· Being a member, it allows Singapore to voice its opinion on world affairs

How Singapore contributes
· Aid in world peace by getting involved in UN efforts at world peace 

· E.g. Singaporean military observers were in truce areas between Iraq and Kuwait (truce areas is the same as demilitarised areas)

· Military advisers were sent from Singapore to negotiate with the fighting groups in Afghanistan

· Medical teams were consisting of Singaporeans were sent to Afghanistan after the American invasion on the Afghanistan in 2002

· 1995 – played important role under the leadership of Professor Tommy Koh in the UN Law of the Sea Conference – decide on the territorial rights of a country over its water

What is deterrence

· to increase the military strength of a country so that an intended aggressor would hesitate to attack it

Examples of deterrence (Singapore)
1 A Citizen Armed Force
What is it?
· When Singapore gained independence in 1965, it was to be followed by the withdrawal of the British troops from Singapore.
· Singapore thus had to build its own army despite having a small population

· 1967: National Service (NS) was introduced – all 18 years old able bodied male citizens to serve 

· upon completion of full time NS, they undergo 13 years of part time training

How it aid in establishing peace?

· NS allows Singapore to establish itself as it allow Singaporeans to know how to defend the nation

· NS increases bonding among Singaporeans

· NS develops a sense of loyalty, patriotism and a shared destiny for Singaporeans

· NS allows Singapore to build a strong defence force despite its small size, acting as a deterrence for any form of external attacks.

2 Total Defence

What is it?
· Involvement of the whole population in the defence of a country

· Five fingers of Total Defence

· Psychological defence – having confidence and commitment towards the country

· Economic defence – economy to function continuously in emergencies

· Social defence – living in harmony

· Civil Defence – safeguard the lives and properties of our civilians during emergencies
· Military Defence – a strong armed forces which can withstand aggression

How it aid in establishing peace?

· Others would know that the whole nation is prepared for the defence in all areas
· This would probably make the enemy realise that attacking Singapore would be a costly mistake which should b avoided

3 Strong Defence Industry

What is it?
· consists of a few companies which are responsible for building up the fighting capabilities of the SAF and maintaining weapon systems and equipment in the best possible condition
· produce supplies of ammunition
· modify and upgrade its weapons e.g. M16 has been replaced by SAR21 weapons; Skyhawk fighter planes are upgraded with new and more powerful engines

· research on defence technology e.g. research on recent developments and place greater emphasis on chemical warfare

How it aids in establishing peace?

· This ensures that  Singapore’s technology is advanced and up-to-date

· Singapore’s would also be militarily strong to face any possible attacks from any aggressor
· This would make the aggressor hesitate to attack Singapore, leading to peace

4 Military Cooperation

What is it?
· Maintain friendly ties with the armed forces of other countries
· Take part in bilateral and multilateral exercises and trainings

· E.g. Singapore Armed Forces have conducted bilateral training exercises with Australia, Brunei and Taiwan

· E.g. 1971: Five Power Defence Arrangement (FPDA) was signed to preserve peace in the region – member countries to provide support for one another

How it aids in establishing peace?

· With good training in various areas, the aggressor would be aware that Singapore has exposure to various forms of fighting terrains and thus hesitate to attack Singapore
· As Singapore is in partnership with other countries to defend itself, the aggressor would hesitate to attack Singapore for fear of facing more then one force.

What is it?


Process where two countries achieve diplomatic relations


Countries exchange diplomats


Reach agreement over various issues such as trade, technological exchanges





Example from Singapore


strong diplomatic ties with China leading to trade opportunities there


strong diplomatic ties with Germany leading to transfer of skills from Germany


strong diplomatic ties with USA leading to free trade agreement





How it brings about peace?


This helps to bring about better understanding between the two countries, leading to better cooperation and understanding between them.


This would aid in making the countries choose diplomatic instead of  aggression to resolve conflict. E.g. with good relations with Singapore, China would prefer to negotiate with Singapore to ensure a win-win situation for both countries.





Singapore in ASEAN


Shares technical knowledge and expertise with other ASEAN countries


Leadership role in ASEAN Regional Forum (ARF)





What is it?


Countries from the same region could come together to establish good regional relations


E.g. European Union (EU) represents interests of many countries


E.g. ASEAN is an association of Southeast Asian countries








How it brings about peace?


with a regional organisation in place, countries would hesitate to offend this organisation for fear of being isolated. For example, one of the members of ASEAN would hesitate to attack another member for fear of boycott by all the members. This would greatly affect the economy of the aggressor.


This would allow for increase in diplomacy to resolve problems, leading to peace.





What is it?


Ties among countries from different regions throughout the world


E.g. United Nations (UN) which preserves world peace


Provides help to countries in need


Gives voice to every member country


Safeguard peace and stability








Singapore in UN


Sends police, SAF and civil service officers on UN peacekeeping missions to various countries e.g. military observers at demilitarised zone between Iraq and Kuwait in 1991





How it brings about peace?


With increased involvement of member countries in various programmes of UN, an aggressor would hesitate to invade the member country


The member country also could seek help from other member countries in cases of aggression


This thus reduce tension, leading to peace
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