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English 12

1.  What is the time frame for the Middle Ages?  

2.  Which battle determined that England would be ruled by Normans?  
3.  Who was crowned king of England on Christmas Day in 1066?

4.  What was the economic, political and social system in England that assigned a social class for each man, woman, and child born?

5.  Name the code of conduct by which knights lived.

6.  Which term is used for a song or songlike poem that tells a story in regular patters of rhythm and rhyme, using simple and direct language?

7.  What is the series of holy wars waged by Europeans against Muslims called?

8.  Who was murdered in a cathedral in the city of Canterbury in 1170?

9.  This document, also called the Great Charter, was signed by King John at Runnymede in 1215.

10.  Which cataclysmic event led to the end of feudalism and killed more than 1/3 of England’s entire population?

11.  List four conventions of English ballads.

12.  What type of fish does Lord Randall eat and what might this fish symbolize in the poem?

13.  Lord Randall repeats the same expression (…”mother, make my bed soon, /  For I’m weary wi’ hunting and fain wald lie down”) in each stanza.  Which ballad convention is being applied in this example?  
14.  Explain the conflict in “Get Up and Bar the Door.”
15.  What is the term for “everyday language spoken by a group of people” called?

16.  Chaucer was likely influenced by which other writers when he visited Italy?  

17.  Where did the pilgrims in the Canterbury Tales depart from to go on their journey?

18.  Which pilgrim is considered the most evil of all?

19.  What is the term for a story within a story?
20.  What is the personality trait or characteristic at the heart of The Pardoner’s Tale?

1.  1066-1485

2.  Battle of Hastings in 1066

3.  William the Conqueror

4.  Feudalism

5.  Chivalry

6.  Ballad

7.  Crusades

8.  Thomas a Becket
9.  Magna Carta

10.  Bubonic Plague or “Black Death”

11.  Question-answer format, supernatural events, refrain, omission of details (Also, sensational, sordid, or tragic details, incremental repetition, conventional phrases, strong and simple beat, tells a story)

12.  Eels, a snakelike fish.  This is a  symbol of betrayal since the snake is a traditional Christian symbol of evil.

13.  Refrain and conventional phrasing
14.  The husband and wife are arguing and make an agreement between them that the first one to speak must get up out of bed and lock the door.  They maintain their stubborn silence, even when robbers break into their home.  Each one is unable to overcome their own stubborn and selfish position in order to defend their home and one another.

15.  vernacular

16.  Petrarch, Dante, Boccaccio

17.  The Tabard Inn

18.  The Pardoner

19.  Frame story

20.  Avarice (greed)

