English 9 Course Syllabus  Mrs. Waldron     Email:  lwaldron@wcs.k12.va.us

Web Page (Daily assignments):  http://www.quia.com/pages/lwaldron/page4       

Course Description - English Nine is a required class in Ninth Grade.  In this class, you will read a variety of literature from many cultures including short stories, poems, epic poems, essays, and novels.  You will write essays and edit them.  You will learn about the correct use of grammar and writing skills through the study of literature and by writing about what you read.  You will make a formal presentation in front of your peers.  You will produce a research paper or project using MLA documentation.  Most of your assignments will be completed at school, but some will be assigned as homework.  

Each assignment type counts as a percentage of your total grade as follows:

Classwork = 30% that includes 10% participation.  (Examples – Occasional restroom pass, supplies daily, never talking across room, following directions, listening, staying on task).
Homework = 30%

Quizzes = 20%

Tests = 20%

Classwork rules – Classwork is usually practice work.  You are required to complete it to the best of your ability.  Do not fail to put your full name, the date, and the assignment on each paper you turn in.  Use loose-leaf paper, not composition books.  Papers with no names go in the Lost in Space folder.  You must be prepared with supplies daily.
Homework rules – Homework (by its very definition) is not done at school.  It’s your responsibility to do it before you get here.  If you don’t do your homework, you lose 30 points the day it is due.  You have a second chance, but lose the other 70 points if it is not turned in on the second day without my asking.  Some homework assignments cannot be turned in late, and I will tell you if this is the case.  Homework can never be copied from someone else—that’s cheating.
Quizzes and Tests – Some quizzes and tests are announced, but some are not.  We can have a pop test or a pop quiz at any time.  Quizzes and tests can be oral, written, or a combination.  Some quizzes and tests are open-note or open-book, but many are not.  Some quizzes and tests are take-home, but most are not.  

Grade reports are given out on the mid-term dates.  Keep up with your scores so you know about what your grades are.  Keep the mid-term reports in your notebook.  I do not print grade reports on demand, so if you will exercise some responsibility, you will know your grades at all times.  You may also encourage your parents to go on the Parent Portal to see your grades.

Cheating – There are different kinds of cheating:  cheating on homework, tests, and quizzes; cheating by copy/pasting text from a document online; cheating by being dishonest.  The least punishment for cheating is a zero on the assignment.   Blatant or repeated cheating and dishonesty will be treated as a discipline issue.  
Materials and Supplies – You will need the following supplies for this class:


1. Three-ring binder with notebook paper and dividers
2. Several No. 2 pencils. Two should be left at school.
3. Black or blue ink pens. One should be left at school.
4. Highlighters, any color
5. Post-it notes, any brand, color, or style. 3” x 3” or notes cut to that size
6. Index cards (3 ½ x 5), about 50. These may be left at school.
7. Box of Kleenex
8. Students will also be required to keep a calendar in notebook; this will be supplied.

Optional supplies that are helpful but not required:

1. Pencil-top erasers and/or large eraser
2. Colored pencils
3. Zipper pouch for carrying above supplies
4. Ruler
You must bring supplies daily.  Everyone forgets occasionally, but a pattern of forgetting will become an issue.  

Required texts:  Prentice Hall, Literature:  Language and Literacy and supplemental texts, novels, handouts.
Assignments – Note that Week 1 includes January 10 – January 18.  Inclement weather will impact schedule.  The schedule of assignments is flexible.
Week 1 – Review syllabus, rules, and procedures, pre-test, short fiction, essay writing, note-taking practice, grammar review, teach the importance of never plagiarizing.
Week 2 – Short fiction, sentence structure, informal/formal language, listening skills, literary terms, vocabulary.
Week 3 – Short fiction, sentence structure, thesis statement, literary terms, vocabulary, expository essay.
Week 4 – Novel, literary terms, analyze literature, paragraph development, summary, vocabulary.
Week 5 – Novel, literary terms, analyze literature, MLA documentation.     (Progress Reports this week)
Week 6 – Novel, literary terms, MLA documentation, vocabulary.
Week 7 – Oral presentation, listening skills, peer evaluation.
Week 8 – Oral presentation, listening skills, peer evaluation, persuasive essay writing.
Week 9 – (End of this week is approximately March 15)  Essay writing, essay revision.  Test-taking skills.
Week 10 – Epic poetry, paraphrase, writing skills practice, vocabulary.
Week 11 – Epic poetry, literary terms, paraphrase.
Week 12 – Drama, literary terms, paraphrase, vocabulary.
Week 13 – Drama, literary terms, paraphrase, role play, speaking skills.
Week 14 – Drama, literary terms, paraphrase, vocabulary.
Week 15 – Reading essays and non-fiction, writing persuasive essays, essay revision, thesis statement review.
Week 16 – Informational literature, careers, college, goals, looking ahead.
Week 17 – Review, reteach, begin exam review.
Week 18 –  (End of school year is scheduled for May 20)  Review for exam.
Make-up Work –  Follow the Washington County Public Schools policy on make-up work.  Posted in classroom.
Tardy – Follow the school policy to determine discipline for tardy.  Posted in classroom.

Electronic devices –  Follow the school policy for all electronic devices.  This includes cell phones, iPods, tablets, MP3s, etc.  All are to housed in your locker if you bring them to school.  Having them on your person violates the policy.  Such devices will be confiscated.  Any incident involving these devices will be treated as a discipline issue.

Rules for this class
1.  Respect yourself, your teacher, and others.

2.  Hats, food, drinks, bum, and offensive clothing are not allowed.

3.  Proper English is required.  No profanity, off-color, slang language please.

4.  Bring all materials daily.

5.  Do not pack up, stand up, begin to leave, close your book, put away supplies, etc. until I release you to do so.  NO standing at the door waiting for bell. 
6.  Work bell to bell daily.

7.  Follow all procedures as practiced from the beginning of the school year.

Restroom – Occasionally, you will need to visit the restroom during class.  This should be rare.  You should go to the restroom before coming to class.  You should use only the restrooms on this floor.  

Errands – Occasionally, you might ask to see a teacher or go to the office or Guidance.  You should have a note if you have a request from a teacher, or someone in the office.  Otherwise, they will call for you if they need you.  Get bus passes and take care of other requests before coming to this class.

Respect – I respect all students, and I expect your respect of me.  I will do my best to teach you, keep you informed, and help with things you are concerned about.  However, part of being in this class is learning how to get along with people.  Patience, tolerance, and a good attitude will lead you to success!

Mrs. Linda Waldron

January 10, 2013   
