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To ensure safe nursing practice and accountability for professionalism in the clinical setting, students will meet the guidelines in this contract. Failure to do so will adversely affect the student’s clinical grade and may result in disciplinary action.
Documentation

Students will document a handwritten progress note on his or her patient(s) using the SOAP format each clinical day and will submit it to the instructor for approval Time to be announced. Upon instructor approval, the student will enter the note onto the electronic medical record (EMR) time to be announced. The instructor will then electronically sign the note. When the instructor indicates the student is documenting well, the student may enter the documentation onto the EMR directly time to be announced informing the instructor that it is ready for signature thus not needing to document a handwritten note for prior approval.
Daily Care Sheets / Medication sheets
Students will submit a nursing daily care sheet(s) / medication sheet(s) on his or her patient(s) utilizing NANDA criteria and consisting of at least 2 actual problems. The care sheet(s) / medication sheet(s) are to be completed and are due at the beginning of post conference each Friday
1Problem Care Plan
Students will submit a nursing care plan on one of his or her patients utilizing NANDA criteria and consisting of at least 1actual problems. The care plan is due at the beginning of post conference midterm June 5th (Friday) and then resubmitted on June  18th  (Thursday) if needed.

Critical Reflective Journal

Students will follow guidelines in the critical reflective journaling handout and complete a journal for each week of clinical. The journal for a week of clinical is due the following Tuesday morning at 0700 (a separate entire for each day).  E-mail to me @ nfoltz@rtc.edu no later than Tuesday 0700 of following week of clinical i.e. week 1 due Tuesday week 2.  When you seed attachment it should be saved as your name, clinical site, journal # (i.e. Neil Foltz VA SICU ms II Journal # 1, 2).
Preparation for Clinical

The instructor will give various assignments including research on a patient diagnosis, preparation of a presentation for post conference, writing up medications, and completing daily clinical sheets. Such preparation for clinical is the student’s “ticket” into clinical for the day. Lack of preparation may result in dismissal from the unit and will result in a zero and an unexcused absence for the clinical day.

Punctuality

Punctuality is expected in the clinical setting and demonstrates professional behavior.

Students are expected to be on time and prepared to take report by to be announced.

Traffic in the Puget Sound area is among the worst in the nation. Anticipating the worst, students must leave plenty of time to get to clinical to avoid being late. Students who are more than 5 minutes late and/or miss report on their patient(s) may be sent home and will receive a zero score for that clinical day.
Identification

Students and faculty must wear proper identification at all times while in the facility. This is a security issue. When the nation is on alert, ID is checked at the door. Students should place RTC identification behind their VA identification. Students who choose to store their computer user names and passwords with their ID badge must not have it visible on either side of the ID.
Appearance
Students must wear the approved RTC LPN uniform, hair must be tied back, and students must be neat and clean. Refer to the Allied Health handbook for other information regarding appearance. Students are representing the RTC name and must arrive at the clinical site appearing professional.
Vital Signs

The use of electronic equipment to check BP and P is strongly discouraged.

Students must bring manual BP cuffs(where permitted)  and check radial and apical pulses manually. Electronic equipment is poorly calibrated at times, and nursing students need to practice manual skills.
Required Materials and Equipment
Valuables should be on the student’s person rather than left in the break room. Items left in a car should be hidden. Theft happens. Students must bring the following:
· 3 ring binder for organizing assignments, notes, care plans

· Pen
· Identification badge (facility and RTC)
· Uniform (maroon scrub top, all white pants, all white shoes, long hair tied back)
· Stethoscope
· Watch with second hand
· Bandage scissors
· Pen light
· Measuring tape – disposable is recommended
· Blood pressure cuff
· Computer user names and passwords, ID
· Reference books such as a medical dictionary, drug book, care planning book, skills books; students may arrange with each other to each bring certain books so all students do not need to bring all books
Recommended Materials and Equipment
· Fanny pack to hold equipment
· Small skills and assessment book
· PDA or Pocket PC with reference books
I have read and understand these expectations. I also understand that this signed document will be placed in my permanent student file.
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