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                                              Clinical Instructors: To be announced
CLINICAL TIME:
Thursdays and Fridays; see calendar or tentative schedule for specific days. Time varies for each clinical site and may be days or evenings (see individual schedule for your assignment).

CLINICAL LOCATIONS:
As assigned:

CLASS QUIA WEB PAGE: 
http://www.quia.com/pages/lindyfunlab.html
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COURSE DESCRIPTION

This course will build upon concepts and theories from fundamentals of nursing coursework and continue to develop critical thinking skills as a Licensed Practical Nurse student in the performance of lab skills. The focus of this course will be to build on the skills as a CNA in the Long Term Care environment and in Gerontology, in the application of the nursing process through practicing nursing skills and caring for clients, building upon skills learned in the Nursing Assistant-Certified program.  This is achieved through the use of Orem’s Self Care Model and is supported by Roy’s Adaptation Model.

COURSE COMPETENCIES
The student will be able to:
· Apply principles and concepts of the nursing process in delivering care to patients and clients in a variety of clinical settings

· Work successfully as an effective member of the healthcare delivery team

· Demonstrate effective verbal and written communication skills

· Demonstrate proficiency in performing complex procedures

· Use equipment and supplies safely and effectively

· Development of professional communication and human relations

· Development of an increased understanding of the interdisciplinary roles and communication between LPN and RN

· Demonstrate responsible work habits

CLINICAL and LAB COMPETENCIES:

By the end of the course the student will demonstrate the following skills in the lab and clinical setting with competency and safety as the opportunity is provided

· Nursing Assistant-Certified skills

· Basic physical assessment including obtaining history

· Documentation
· Appropriate use of personal protective equipment (PPE)
PARTICIPATION

Attendance is mandatory for both lab and clinical rotations as is punctuality.  If a student must be absent due to illness, he/she must notify the instructor and the clinical unit at least 1 hour prior to start of shift. There will be no tolerance for tardiness or leaving early in the lab/clinical sites unless approved in advance with the clinical instructor. If there is an emergency. the instructor must be notified immediately. Three late arrivals to clinical will affect your participation grade. Three or more absences will be grounds for dismissal pending review of circumstances by the Lead Faculty Coordinator, a faculty member who is not currently instructing the student in any class, and the Dean of Allied Health/Director of Nursing.

If you know you are going to be absent: Contact the faculty prior to the class to discuss the circumstances. Bring a medical note from your physician when returning from an illness that has resulted in an absence of three or more days.  Obtain missed material from a classmate.
METHODS OF INSTRUCTION

-Lab Instruction

-Skills Practice/Return Demonstration

-Clinical Assignments

GRADING AND EVALUATION PROCEDURES

The clinical portion of the course is graded on a pass-fail basis.  Students who successfully complete the course objectives and assignments and have acceptable attendance will receive a Satisfactory (S) grade for the course. Those students who fail to successfully complete the course objectives and assignments and do not have acceptable attendance will receive an Unsatisfactory (U) grade and will need to repeat the course.
LAB PERFORMANCE
Each student will maintain a satisfactory or grade of 80% in the laboratory during each quarter. All clinical laboratory skills must be return demonstrated with a faculty member at a satisfactory level based on skills criteria.  Students who are found unsafe or failing to be successful in the laboratory setting cannot enter or continue in the clinical rotation until remediation has occurred.  Remediation will be planned in consultation with the instructor. Each student will be tested on nursing skills that have been practiced during lab sessions. The student will have 20 minutes to demonstrate the skill with only 2 prompts from the instructor. If a student fails to demonstrate the skill, the student will have the chance to retest another time as determined by the instructor. During a retest, the student must not make any mistakes. If the student is unable to demonstrate the skill without being prompted more than 2 times, the student will fail and will not have another opportunity to remediate on this skill during the quarter. If this occurs, the student will be required to either repeat the clinical rotation or be removed from the program depending on circumstances. Instructors may spot test a student anytime during lab on CNA skills, airway clearance, CPR, skills, or any skill learned in previous lab courses as well as skills learned during the current lab course.

CLINICAL PERFORMANCE
Each student will meet with the instructor and receive a written evaluation at the end of the clinical rotation or at anytime the student’s performance, behavior, and/or grade approaches an unsatisfactory level.  If the student receives an unsatisfactory rating, the instructor will counsel and recommend methods for improvement that will include a written learning or remediation plan formulated by the student and the instructor. Feedback will be given frequently during the clinical experience. The clinical evaluation tool is the primary assessment tool used to help determine student performance. The student’s performance will be evaluated at midterm and then again at the completion of the clinical rotation. Continued unsatisfactory progress will place the student on probationary status. Continued probationary status will result in the student repeating the clinical rotation and/or removal from the nursing program.  (See College Satisfactory Student Progress, in the Catalog and the Student Handbook.)

Students who have been removed from the nursing program for lack of satisfactory progress may reapply for a one-time readmission at a later date. (See the Renton Technical College Nursing Program Readmission Requirements.) Student performance and/or behaviors that the instructor considers unsafe will result in immediate removal from the nursing program with a summary suspension according to WAC 495-E-120-080 SUMMARY SUSPENSION PROCEDURES.  (See Student Rights and Responsibilities in the Catalog and the Student Handbook.)  
Any student dismissed from the Renton Technical College Nursing Program for violation of these or other college rules may appeal the decision (WAC 120-130-150 DUE PROCESS, College Catalog and Student Handbook). 

Academic Dishonesty/Clinical Integrity

Any form of academic dishonesty, including cheating, falsification, plagiarism or facilitating, aiding, and abetting academic dishonesty will be subject to College disciplinary sanctions, including expulsion from the college according to the PROHIBITED CONDUCT POLICY (See Students Rights and Responsibilities in the College Catalog or the Student Handbook).   Students are expected to follow the standards of Nursing Conduct for Practical Nurses and the Code of Nursing Ethics (WAC 246-840-700).

Possible Exposure To Blood-Borne Pathogens

Students will be expected to follow universal precautions for exposure to blood-borne pathogens at all times and will follow the policies of the clinical facility regarding any possible exposure.

If a student becomes exposed, the instructor and staff must be notified immediately and a College Incident Report completed. Failure to notify may result in removal from the nursing program.
PREPARATION FOR CLINICAL DAYS
Students are expected to come to the clinical facility on time with daily assignments completed. Preparation also includes understanding of the client’s diagnosis and the anticipated nursing responsibilities in managing care for the client. The instructor may also give various assignments, such as preparation of a presentation for post conference.  Such preparation for clinical is the student’s responsibility.  If the instructor determines that the student is not sufficiently prepared to safely assume care, the student may be asked to leave the clinical setting. 

Patient Care Assignments shall be made at the discretion of the instructor with input from staff at each clinical facility. 

CLINICAL ASSIGNMENTS 

Daily Clinical Sheet

A completed Daily Clinical Sheet for each assigned patient is due each day of clinical at a time determined by the instructor.  At that time the instructor will review the sheet and give it back to the student. The sheet helps to prepare for the day by reminding the student of significant information to look for in the medical record and includes documentation of a head-to toe physical assessment.

Clinical Medication Tool

A completed Clinical Medication Tool for each assigned patient is also due each day of clinical at the time determined by the instructor.  

Progress Notes/Charting

Students will document a handwritten progress note on his or her patient(s) each clinical day and will submit it to the instructor for approval or feedback. Upon instructor discretion, the student may be allowed to enter the note in the patient’s medical record. Students are expected to follow the facility policies and protocols regarding documentation. The clinical instructor will determine what charting students will be responsible for at the assigned facility.
Nursing Care Plan

Students will be expected to write one Nursing Care Plan NCP identify one problem only for each week due at end of 2nd day each week, to be reviewed by the instructor. The instructor will provide written feedback on the student’s work and return the plan to the student with a request for corrections. If the instructor determines that the revision is not acceptable, the student MUST choose another patient & start over (write a new care plan).
Reflective Journal Entry

Students are expected to write a Reflective Journal Entry following each clinical day and email it to instructor by the following Monday, or the first class day after clinical on Friday (if there is no class on Monday).  Creative reflective inquiry in clinical practice is part of the critical thinking process that is key to nursing education.  It allows students to analyze and make sense of events and situations in their clinical experience to enhance their practice. Students will be writing in order to process and reflect upon experiences and then evaluating them to improve care.  Journals are to be typed with correct grammar, spelling, and punctuation. 
Each journal entry must address the following three (3) components:

DESCRIPTIVE PHASE – objective and detailed summary of one clinical situation.

-Clinical experience – date and description of event or situation including who was involved, their roles in the situation, and the circumstances under which things happened.  Include any verbal and non-verbal communications that occurred to further describe the event. 

-Reaction – Describe your emotional responses and your thinking or processing of the incident. REFLECTIVE PHASE – interpretation and analysis of this event.

Evaluation of your performance – describe your strengths and weaknesses as you participated in the event (even if you only observed).

CRITICAL PHASE – focus on what you learned.
-Identify new learning, new perspectives, new insights, or new solutions to enhance your clinical practice

REQUIRED MATERIALS AND EQUIPMENT

· 3-Ring Binder for organizing assignments, notes, care plans

· Black Pen

· Facility  ID Badge and RTC Student ID Badge)-Both IDs required for security reasons-
Students will NOT be able to participate in the clinical experience if they are not wearing the appropriate badges 
· Uniform (maroon scrub top with RTC logo, all white pants, white shoes, long hair tied back; students may wear a white shirt under the scrub top)
· Stethoscope
· Watch that has a second hand
· Bandage Scissors
· Pen Light
· Blood Pressure Cuff 
· Student Kits for Lab  (REQUIRED: These must be purchased in the bookstore)
The student is expected to come prepared to the both the lab and clinical experiences with all required materials and equipment. If the student is not in uniform or does not have all required materials and equipment, the student will not be allowed to participate in lab or clinical and this will count as an unexcused absence. 
ELECTRONIC DEVICES SUCH AS CELLULAR PHONES AND PAGERS 

Cell phones are not to be used by students while performing nursing care in the facility. If the instructor finds the student using a cellular phone for personal use, the instructor has the right to take the phone and return it at the end of the clinical day. Use of cell phones during breaks should be reserved for emergency situations only.

ASSISTANCE FOR STUDENTS WITH DISABILITIES

Renton Technical College is very interested in helping you succeed.  If you are a student that has a mental or physical disability that substantially limits your ability to learn, you are encouraged to contact the Special Populations Counselor in Student Services, Bldg. I, Room 225. All information acquired during a visit with the Special Populations Counselor is confidential and is used to help you succeed in your program. In addition, any student who is having difficulty studying is encouraged to contact the instructor for assistance.
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