I.” The Tragedy of the Commons”


1. Hardin believed that society would eventually collapse, because when came to the environment people often put their short-term interests before the long-term welfare of society.


2. However, this may not happen because humans depend on one another and have the ability to recognize a problem, discuss it , and come up with a solution to help solve the problem by planning, organizing, considering the scientific evidence, and proposing a solution.

II. Economics and the Environment

1. Law of supply and demand- the greater the demand for a limited supply of something, the more that thing is worth.


2. cost-benefit analysis- balances the cost of the action against the benefits on expects from it.


3. Risk assessment is a cost-effective way for us to come up with a effective solution for a problem.

III. Developed and Developing Countries

1. The United States classifies countries as either developed or developing countries.


2. Developed countries have a higher average income, better social support system, and slower population growth.


3. Developing countries have a lower average income, simple agricultural based economies, and a faster population growth.

IV. Population and Consumption

1. Environmental problems are caused by two main reasons:



a. The human population is growing too rapidly for the environment to support.



b. People are using, wasting, or polluting natural resources before they can be replaced or cleaned up.


2. As a population grows it can put strains on the local environment. Example:



a. Forests may be cut down; topsoil exhausted, and animals may be driven to extinction.


3. People in developed countries use up more natural resources to support their quality of life than people who live in developing countries.


4. Ecological Footprint- shows the productive area of Earth needed to support one person in a particular country by estimating the amount of land for growing crops, grazing, forest products, and housing that person requires.

V. Environmental Science in Context

1. Environmental problems can be very complicated, so it is important that you understand the issue in question, and make your decision based on fact not opinion.

VI. A Sustainable World

1. Sustainability- is the condition in which human needs are met in such a way that a human population can survive indefinitely.


2. Sustainability requires the participation of everyone individual citizens, industry, and government to be achieved. 

