Spanish 1 Syllabus
Lisa Perkins, Teacher

Abingdon High School

Course Description
The course gives students a basic understanding of written and spoken Spanish. We will focus on the fundamentals of pronunciation, vocabulary building, and conjugation of the present tense. We will also focus on understanding and speaking simple phrases, basic reading and writing, and some study of the culture of people in counties where Spanish is spoken.  During the course, students learn all the basics such as counting, directional and emotional words, as well as basic sentence structure for simple things. Students utilize online learning activities, CD ROM and audio lessons, and discuss the culture and events in Spanish speaking countries.

Goals:

· Improve oral, listening, reading, and writing proficiency in Spanish.

· Understand the cultural and historical framework of the Spanish-speaking community.

Materials
The following materials should be brought to class each day:

· Textbook (¡Buen Viaje!) and workbook

· A three ring binder with loose leaf paper for class assignments and handouts 

· Pencils and/or pens (blue or black ink only, please!)

*I also recommend that you buy an English-Spanish/Spanish-English dictionary for your use throughout this course and throughout your life as a speaker of Spanish! This is not required.

Class Rules: The Expected Behaviors
1. Be prepared - ready to start, with all materials in class.

      2. Bring a positive attitude with you to class.

3. Respect others - Keep hands, feet, and objects to yourself. Use appropriate
    language.
      4. Each student should be in his/her seat when the bell rings.

       5. Follow directions - no side conversations.
       6. Leave personal grooming and eating outside the classroom.
 7. Keep classroom clean.

       8. Academic honesty is essential! (*see below) 

*Each student is responsible for his/her own learning. All work should be completed independently unless otherwise notified. Cheating will result in the grade of a zero. 
Consequences: What you choose from your behavior, please take note that these can be positive as well as negative. 
Positive 
-Daily praise and the JOY of learning 
-Random phone calls and notes home 
-Every six weeks or as teacher deems necessary Celebration Day (the class must earn an A average).
Negative
First - Verbal Warning  
Second – Conference and loss of participation points
Third - Referral to the office

Assignments
1. All assignments are due on the date specified. Late work is not accepted except in the case of an excused absence.
2. All work is to be done neatly. 
3. Homework is due at the beginning of class. You may not leave the room to retrieve it. If turned in after due date, the homework assignment will receive half credit. We check homework in class. It is a reinforcement activity of what you have previously learned. 
4. It is up you to check for missed work; or you may contact another student or the teacher outside of class time. All such assignments missed due to an excused absence must be turned in within three days of returning to school. 
6. You must see the teacher on the day you return to make arrangements for missed tests and quizzes. If you wait any longer you may not be able to make them up.

Homework: Expect homework each night. Assignments may not always be written. Students should complete all written homework assignments and have them ready to turn in at the beginning of class on the due date. Late homework will not be accepted for full credit. If you are absent on the day that a homework assignment is due (an assignment made on a day that you were present), the assignment is due on the day that you return to class. 

Quizzes: In order to assess how you are progressing, quizzes will be given frequently on material that has been covered in class. Most quizzes will be announced. The key to performing well on quizzes is adequate nightly preparation!

Tests: A test will be given at the end of each unit. Tests will have a variety of formats including any combination of written, listening, and oral assessment. Oral presentations, written compositions, and/or research projects may also be assigned for a quiz or test grade.

*Late presentations, papers, or projects will result in a 10-point penalty for each day that it is late.

Make-up Work: Students should attend class each day. If you miss class due to an excused absence, it is your responsibility to obtain all missed work and assignments. It is also your responsibility to set up a convenient time with the teacher to make-up missed quizzes and/or tests. 

Class Participation: Speaking is an integral part of learning a foreign language. Although we are in the beginning levels of instruction, students will be expected to use Spanish in class as much as possible. You will not be penalized for incorrect answers, so don’t be shy! A positive attitude, a willingness to learn, and being prepared are also important parts of your class participation grade. Not doing homework, working on materials for other classes during Spanish class, and/or being disrespectful will have a negative effect on your grade.

Assessment

Your grade will be comprised of the following elements:

Class Participation
Homework
Quizzes
Tests
Exam
Attendance and Tardies: 
The school’s policies will be followed and enforced.

Contacting the Teacher

Please call the school at (276) 739-3200 at least one day in advance to make appointments for conferences so that I can make adjustments in my planning schedule.  I can also be reached by email at lperkins@wcs.k12.va.us.

Course Topics

Preliminary Lessons: -Greeting people, saying good-bye, being courteous, ordering food, days of the week, asking the day, months of the year, asking the date, numbers, seasons
Chapter 1: -Describing people, describing places, numbers, singular forms of definite and indefinite articles—el, la, un, una, singular forms of adjectives, present singular forms of the verb ser
Chapter 2: -School, class subjects, numbers, telling time, nationalities, plural forms of nouns, articles, and adjectives, present plural forms of ser
Chapter 3: -School supplies, shopping, clothing, sizes, color, numbers 100-1999, singular forms of –ar verbs (present tense), tú versus usted
Chapter 4: -Going to school, numbers 1,000-999,999,999, plural forms of –ar verbs (present tense), present of ir, dar, and estar, contractions al and del
Chapter 5: -Eating at a café, foods and beverages, shopping for food, plural forms of –er and –ir verbs (present tense)
Chapter 6: -Family relationships, houses and apartments, rooms, telling your age, birthdays, present of tener, tener que, ir a, possessive adjectives
Chapter 7: -El fútbol, parts of the body, baseball, basketball, stem-changing verbs in the present e→ie, stem-changing verbs in the present o→ue, interesar, aburrir, and gustar

Chapter 8: -Minor illness, emotions, the doctor’s office, the pharmacy, ser and estar, 

-Me, te, nos
Chapter 9: -Summer weather and activities, winter weather and activities, preterite tense of –ar verbs, pronouns – lo, la, los, las, ir and ser in the preterite
Chapter 10: -Attending cultural events, taking the bus, subway, preterite of –er and –ir verbs, indirect object pronouns – le, les
Dear Parents:

I am pleased to be given the opportunity to teach your child in my class. Your involvement is key to his or her success in this (or any) class. Please review this syllabus with your child. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact me at the school or by email. I look forward to working with your child. 

Thank you,

Lisa Perkins

Teacher

 

 

My signature confirms that I have read the class syllabus and that I understand the expectations and requirements of the class.

 

___________________________

Student’s First and Last Name (Print)

 

___________________________                                     ______________________

Signature of Student                                                           Date Signed

 

___________________________                                    _______________________

Signature of Parent or Guardian                                        Date Signed

