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January 26, 2010
Dear Parent/Guardian,

Welcome to an exciting and challenging semester in Earth Science! I am glad to have your student in my class and I look forward to working with you to help your student attain his or her highest level of success in Earth Science. 
In Earth Science, the Standard Course of Study sets the topics we will cover. It is found on the following site http://www.dpi.state.nc.us/docs/curriculum/science/scos/2004/25earth.pdf The main topics we will learn about are: geology, oceanography, meteorology and astronomy.

        Supply List



      
Grading Policy

​Necessary Items
Optional Items



Tests


    40%
-1” 3 ring binder  
-Colored Pencils


Classwork/Homework
    25%


-Loose leaf paper
-Ruler




Quizzes
  
    15%    

-Pencils or pens
-Highlighters



 Labs


    15%









Notebook
   
     5%








  


   100%

Student Opportunities

I will allow students to turn work in ONE day late for a 20% penalty. However, it cannot be turned in late if we went over the assignment in class the day it was due. Students are allowed to retake tests (a different version) and I will average the two scores together.
This year Athens Drive has implemented SMART (Students Maximizing Achievement with Resources and Time) Lunch, which is an opportunity for students to get extra help in their classes. Students will be assigned to Mandatory Guided Study (MGS) on Fridays for Earth Science if their performance in class indicates that they will benefit from this intervention. I will notify students when they are assigned to MGS and they are expected to attend. If students choose not to report to MGS there will be consequences. I will monitor students' progress in class to determine when they no longer require MGS. In addition, there will be an optional tutorial session for Earth Science on Thursdays that any student may attend. There is a complete explanation of SMART Lunch and a schedule for MGS and Tutorials on the Athens Drive web site at www.athensdrive.com.

Staying Informed


The Athens Drive High School website has a wealth of useful information on it at www.athensdrive.com. You will find a master calendar of all school events and other information about SMART lunch, Graduation Project, Drivers Ed, club meetings, etc. Please visit my class website at http://www.quia.com/pages/jeffreys.html There you will find upcoming assignments and important dates. You can check your student’s grades in the course by using the Student Parent Access Network (SPAN) at http://span.wcpss.net/.  I will update the information weekly. You will receive a paper interim each quarter. These will be sent for 3rd Quarter during the week of February 22nd and 4th Quarter during the week of May 3rd. If you ever have any concerns about your student please feel free to contact me by email at ljeffreys@wcpss.net. In addition, if you need to reach Ms. Comer, the ninth grade counselor, her telephone number is 233-4010 and her email is bcomer@wcpss.net.


I look forward to meeting you at our Spring Open House in February. 
Sincerely,

Ms. Laura Jeffreys


**Please turn to the reverse side of this letter you will find Important Classroom Policies. 

----------------------( OVER

Important Classroom Policies

Please be responsible and respectful at all times! Responsibilities of students include coming to school each day, arriving to class on time, and being prepared to learn. 

* Students who miss more than 10 days in a semester course may fail the course due to the excessive absences. Please see the handbook for more specific information. 

*Students must be in their assigned seat when the bell rings or they are considered tardy. Consequences for the tardies begin with a warning and increase from there to include lunch detention, after school detention (ASD), and then referrals to the administrator with Saturday school, ISS and finally OSS. Remember, tardies are recorded per class. 

Being respectful includes respect to self, others and to the school campus. Self respect is reflected in dress and language used. Respect for others includes not creating disruptions with electronic devices or with verbal or physical distractions. 

* Students should dress appropriately for a learning environment. Please ensure that all necessary parts be covered adequately and ensure that all clothing is age and school appropriate. If this is not the case, the student will receive a written warning and have to change clothes. Further violations will result in ASD, ISS, and OSS if necessary. 

* The electronics policy for Wake County is below:

“Student shall not use, display, transmit or have in the “on” position any wireless communication device or personal entertainment device including, cell phones, CD/MP3 players, IPODS and electronic games, etc. until the conclusion of the instructional day.” This means that I should not even see a cell phone, IPOD, etc. during the school day. Violations will result in the item being confiscated and it will be turned into the front office where the student may pick up the item the first time. If it is taken a second time, the item will be held until the end of the school year in June. 

Thank you for reviewing these policies with your student. This information, as well as a great deal more is included in your Student/Parent Handbook, which you should have received on the first day of school. Also, in this handbook is a calendar for the entire school year. It is after page 50 in the handbook.  

I look forward to a great semester! 

