Our Catholic Faith 
Unit Two

Faith

Faith is not belief without proof,
but trust without reservation.

                          D. Trueblood
              You have made us for yourself, O Lord, and our hearts are restless until they rest in you.

                                                                                             St. Augustine
I. Definitions of Faith.

A. Personal knowledge of God and response to this knowledge.


* Faith is both a noun and a verb; it is belief and actions based on this belief.

B. The relationship with one's ultimate environment.



1. For Christians the ultimate environment is the Kingdom of God.


2. This definition asks the question: 

                            What is the most important thing in your life and are you living 
                            your life accordingly?

C. A gift from God offering one the revelation necessary for salvation.

                God reveals Himself through:

     Define revelation:

     Define salvation:

II. Expressions of Faith.


A. Trust.



1. People of Faith place their lives in God's hands. Humility.


    Define humility:


2. The Father of Faith is Abraham who placed complete trust in God's plan.



3. Read Matthew 6:25-33.


B. Holiness - Knowledge and Love of God      


1. Faith requires a life dedicated and devoted to God.



2. Faith means giving yourself completely over to God -

                            body, mind and soul.



Write out the Shema (Dt. 6:5) - 

C. Commitment.



1. Faith is not simply following a set of beliefs or practicing ritual -  Faith is 
                           a way of life. 


2. Faith is taking responsibility for what you believe.



3. Faith is loving God by loving His creation. 


4. Love your neighbor as yourself. Lv. 19:18


5. Corporal and Spiritual Works of Mercy.



6. Stewardship.



    Define stewardship:

   III. Development of Faith.


A. Faith grows as people do.



1. Just as a human life develops through stages, so does one's faith.


2. The more our relationship with God grows, the more deeply it becomes a 

                            part of who we are.


3. The stages of faith development:




a. Experienced Faith - the early child experiences faith through 
                                       adults demonstrating love and acceptance. Faith is inherited.



b. Belonging Faith - primary age child receives faith from a desire to 

                                        belong to a faith community that accepts them and an authority 

                                        that will teach them.



c. Searching Faith - the adolescent who searches for faith by 
                                        searching for their identity. The search for faith is done by 
                                        questioning and examining beliefs and authoritative teachings.



d. Owned Faith - adult faith in which there is responsibility and 

                                        ownership of faith. The desire to share faith through witness, 

                                        discipleship and service. Understanding faith as both personal and 

                                        communal.




* How can we foster faith at each of these stages?



* What is Integrity of Faith?



* What are ways that we can strengthen and grow in our faith 
                         
 especially during times of doubt and loss?




Be open to questions that can provide an opportunity to grow in 

                                       faith.




Make sure your questioning is sincere and responsible.




Be flexible, open to change and be patient.




Seek guidance in our communities of faith.




Place your trust in God and His revelation. Remember, God wants 

                                       us to grow closer to Him; God remains with you even in your doubt.
IV. Proof of God.


A. The order, harmony and unity of creation.


B. The beauty and design of the human condition.


C. First Cause - the beginning of the universe.


D. Spiritual experience and religious expression as an inherent part of human

                civilization.


E. For Christians, the definitive proof of God is Jesus and to love as Christ loves us.

* What are the differences between faith and science? Do religion and 
               science need to oppose one another?
* For Christians, is it possible to have faith in Christ, but not faith in the 
              Church?
V. Alternatives to Faith.


A. Agnosticism - denial of knowledge about whether there is or is not a God. Proof 

                                           or disproof is impossible.

B. Atheism - disbelief in the existence of God.


C. Secular Humanism - Man is the measure of all things. Emphasizes human 

                                                        endeavor apart from the importance of God. Denial of any 

                                                        power or moral value that would be superior to humanity.


D. Hedonism - the belief that the pursuit of pleasure and happiness is the highest 

                                        good.


E. Personal Spiritualism - faith that discounts a communal and/or institutional 


                                                  experience.

* How are these alternatives to faith present in the world today?
VI. The Basic Beliefs of Roman Catholicism.


A. The word catholic means universal, inclusive and open to all.


B. The major beliefs of Roman Catholicism are contained in the Apostles and 

                Nicene Creeds.



1. A triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.


2. Jesus Christ as the incarnation of God and Savior through the 

                           Resurrection.


3. The Kingdom of God (Reign of God).


4. Baptism and the forgiveness of sins.


5. A Church that is one, holy, catholic and apostolic.



One - 



Holy - 



Catholic - 



Apostolic -


C. Seven Sacraments or ritual actions that allow Catholics to participate in the life 

                of Christ. What are the Seven Sacraments and how are they grouped?


D. A world-wide church community inclusive to all cultures and all generations.


 Define ecumenism:


E. Common teachings based in Scripture (Bible) and Tradition (teachings of the 

                Apostles and their successors, the Bishops. 


1. Catholics share common beliefs and morals.



2. The Magisterium is the teaching authority of the Church. It is the united 

                            effort of all popes (universal leader) and bishops (local leaders) 

                            throughout the history of the Faith.

F. The Communion of Saints with special veneration to Mary.



1. The unity of the Church on earth and the Church in heaven.



2. Saints are those who live out God's plan.



3. To venerate means to be inspired and to imitate the life of the Saints.


4. Mary as the model of sainthood.

G. A life of prayer, service and moral behavior that is based on love of God and 

                love of His creation.
VII. The Creed - Our communal vow of faith.


A. Apostle's and Nicene.


B. Expresses major beliefs and defends against false teachings.



1. Trinity - 




a. Father - 




b. Son - 




c. Holy Spirit - 



2. Incarnation - 



3. Cross and Resurrection - 



4. Judgment - 



5. Church, Communion of Saints, Forgiveness of Sins, Resurrection of the 

                            Body and Eternal Life.

VIII. Mary - The Model of Sainthood.


A. Read Luke 1:26-38, 46-55. List the qualities of sainthood exhibited by Mary:


B. The Marian Dogmas.



A dogma is - 



1. Immaculate Conception - 



2. Virginity of Mary - 



3. The Assumption - 



4. Mary as Theotokos - 

