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DPH Mission

To promote and protect health and 

wellness and prevent injury and illness 

for all people, prioritizing racial equity in 

health by improving equitable access to 

quality public health and health care 

services and partnering with communities 

most impacted by health inequities and 

structural racism.
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DPH Strategic Priorities
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Opioid-Related Overdose Deaths, 2000-2022

• The rate of opioid-related overdose deaths increased 3% in 2022 
compared with 2021. 

• This rate is 9% higher than the 2016 peak.
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Opioid-Related Overdose Deaths 2022-2023

• Preliminary data show 1,309 confirmed and 409 estimated opioid-related 
overdose deaths in the first nine months of 2023​
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Confirmed Estimated

Estimated 1,718 total deaths 

12 months ending 9/23: 2,323 estimated total deaths

12 months ending 9/22: 2,331 estimated total deaths 
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Opioid-Related Overdose Deaths: Drugs Present
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Opioid-Related Overdose Deaths by Race/Ethnicity

• White, non-Hispanic residents account for 86% of all deaths and only 69% 
of opioid-related overdose deaths.
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Opioid-Related Overdose Deaths by Race/Ethnicity

• Black, American Indian, and Hispanic populations experienced the largest 
percentage increase in opioid-related overdose death rates.
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Opioid-Related Overdose Deaths by Race/Ethnicity: Male

• From 2021 to 2022 Black non-Hispanic and Hispanic males had increased 
rates of death. 
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Opioid-Related Overdose Deaths by Race/Ethnicity: Female

• From 2021 to 2022 Black non-Hispanic and Hispanic females had increased 
rates of death.
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Opioid-Related Overdose Deaths by Rural Status

• In 2022, the most rural communities had the highest rates of opioid-related 

overdose deaths.
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Nonfatal Opioid-Related Overdose Trends
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Nonfatal/Fatal Opioid-Related Overdose Trends
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Nonfatal Opioid-Related Overdose by Race/Ethnicity 
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Nonfatal Opioid-Related Overdose by Rural Status
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Nonfatal Opioid-Related Overdose by Disability Status
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Health System Touchpoints
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Massachusetts, 2014, n=1,315 opioid-related deaths

Source: Larochelle MR, Bernstein R, Bernson D, Land T, Stopka TJ, Rose AJ, Bharel M, Liebschutz JM, Walley AY. 
Touchpoints–opportunities to predict and prevent opioid overdose: a cohort study. Drug and Alcohol Dependence. 2019 Sep 3
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Nonfatal Opioid Overdose and Medication Prescriptions
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Larochelle MR, Bernson D, Land T, Stopka TJ, Wang N, Xuan Z, Bagley SM, Liebschutz JM, Walley AY. Medication for Opioid Use Disorder After Nonfatal 
Opioid Overdose and Association With Mortality: A Cohort Study. Annals of Internal Medicine. 2018 2018 Aug 7;169(3):137-145.

After OD, few receive medications for OUD
Cohort of 17,755 overdose survivors in MA, 2012-2014

%

Months 
Received (media

n [IQR])

Any MOUD 30%

Buprenorphine 17% 4 [2,8]

Methadone 12% 5 [2,9]

Naltrexone 6% 1 [1,2]



Massachusetts Department of Public Health | mass.gov/dph 19

Lowell Data: Deaths, Emergency Events, Services
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Lowell Data: Deaths, Emergency Events, Services
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Lowell Data: Deaths, Emergency Events, Services
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• No wrong door

• Two statewide treatment protocols, 
authorizing EMS to:

• Address withdrawal symptoms 
in overdose patients

• Implement an EMS naloxone 
leave-behind program

• Mobile addiction programs 
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EMS Interventions
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Hospital Interventions
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DPH-supported services:

• Lowell Comprehensive Treatment Center

• HART House

• Megan's House

• Lowell CHC

• Lowell House

• Recovery Café Lowell

Treatment and Recovery Services

24



Massachusetts Department of Public Health | mass.gov/dph 25

Harm Reduction
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Overdose Prevention Centers

Overdose prevention center signage in 

Vancouver, British Columbia, Canada
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Prevention

BSAS funds prevention initiatives in 

over 200 municipalities



Questions?



Connect with DPH

@MassDPH

Massachusetts Department of Public Health

mass.gov/dph
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