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Learning Scansion

Pages 148-151 in your book, A Greek Anthology by JACT (Cambridge, 2002), include a brief description of
Greek scansion.

As you read and practice, learn and understand the definitions of the following terms:

e dactylic hexameter

e dactyl

e spondee
e anceps
e caesura

e Jong by nature vs. long by position

Principles of Syllabification

Each syllable must have a vowel or diphthong

Single consonants usually go with the following vowel or diphthong

Most consonant clusters are divided between the consonants

Double consonants (g, €, {) are divided between the sounds (£ =k +¢)

Nasal drip consonant clusters (ending with a liquid or nasal) can either be kept together (-mA-) or be
separated (r-A), whichever best fits the meter

ok wnN e

Long and Short Syllables
Syllables are long if:

1. They end with a consonant

2. They end with a long vowel or diphthong

3. They come at the end of the line
Syllables are short if:

1. They end with a short vowel
2. Anaturally long vowel or diphthong occurs at the end of a word and the next word begins with a
vowel (correption)

Scansion Practice for Homer’s Odyssey
Practice scanning the first 8 lines of our translation on the next page.

1. First, divide the line into syllables. (I recommend using a pencil)
2. Next, mark each syllable as either a dactyl (), spondee (—) or anceps (X).

The text is printed on the next page with expanded space for practicing...
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Homer’s Odyssey (from A Greek Anthology, JACT 2002, pp 13-14)

b4 \ ~ / b . /
1 evBa otac Onelto 0lakTOpPOG APYEIPOVING.
9 \ bl \ \ / e / ~
2 aVTOp €MEL OM TAVTA €O OnMoato Bvud,
9 / > ¥ b b 9 \ / b4 9 / b4
3 AVTIK Op €1G €VPL oMEOC NAVOEV. 0VOE HIV AVINV
4 nyvoinoev idovoa Kaivyd, dita Ocdov:
5 o0 ydp T ayvdtec Ogol aAAnrolol TEAOVTOL
b / 9 b b4 b / / /
6 abavatol, ovd €1 T AamOmpoOtL dOUATO VALEL.
b > Y 29 ~ 4 b4 b4
7 ov0 ap Odvoona HEYAANTOPOA EVOOV ETETUEV,
8 AAN Oy’ ém AkTAg kAale kaBnuevog, Evha mapog mep,

9  ddxpvotl kai cTovayxfict kol Alyeot Oupov £péxbmv.
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