In this passage, the Old Oligarch expresses his disapproval of Athenian democracy.

I Emelta O O Eviol Baupdlouow ST of Abnvaiol TavTaxol
everywhere
g TTAEOV VELOUGL TOTs Tovnpols kal Trévnol Kal SnUoTIKOLS 1
assign
3 TOIS XPNOTOLS, &V aUuTd ToUTe QavolvTal THv OnuokpaTiav
4 dtxoplovTes. ol pEv yap TrévnTes Kal ol dnudTa kai
preserving
5 ol xeipous el MP&TTOVTES Kal TToAAol ol TolotTol
6 ytyvéuevol Thv dnuokpaTtiav alfouciv- édv 8¢ el TpdTTWOW
7 ol TmAovciol kal ol xpnoTol, ioxupdy TS EvavTiov opiow
opposition
8 auTols kabioTaow oi SnuoTikol. o1t 8¢ Téon Yi
9 TO PBéATioTOV EvavTiov T dnuokpaTia- &v yap Tols ReATioTols

10 &veiow dkoAacia Te dAryiotn kal &diwkia, dxpiBeia 3 mAsion
lack of self-control care, cofcern

IT €S Ta XPNoTd, v 8¢ T dMuew auabia Te wAsloTn xal

12 aTagia kal movnpla f Te yap mevia altols p&Adlov &yel
disorder poverty

1 t

I3 M TG aioxpd, kai 1) dmadeucia kal 1) duabia & Evdeav
shamefule acts lack of education . a lack

14  XPnuaTwv éviols TGOV avBpdeov. gimol & &v TIS €5
resources some that

I5  EXPfiv auTtols un &&v Aéyew mdvrtas £Efis undé Boulelvew,
to allow on equal
terms
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16 AaAAa ToUs deficoTaTous kal Gudpas apioTous. ol 8¢ kai
(the Athenians)

I7 &V ToUTe &pioTa PBoulstovTal VTES Kal ToUs Tovipous
- allowing

I8  Aéyew. &l p&v yap ol xpnoTol Eleyov kai éBouAelovTo,
19 Tols ouolols oplow alTtols fiv &yabd, Tols d& SnUOTIKOIS
20 OUK &yafd- viv 8¢ Aéywv O Poulduevos &vacTds, |
21 &vBpeomos Tovnpds, éEsupiokel TO ayaldv alTd Te Kal

seek

22  TOI§ duolols auTd. eimol Tis v, “Ti &v olv yvoin &yabddv alTd

23 1 T drile TololTos &vBpotos;” ol 8¢ yryvcokouow 8Tl

24 1 TouTovu auabia kai movnpia kal elvola paAdov AuoctTteAet
support be of advantage

25 T} 1 Tol XpnoTou &peTh] Kal copla kal kakbvola. eln uév

ill-will

26 oUv &v WOAs oUK &Td ToloUTwy dixitnud Ty 1) PeAtiom,
way of life

27  &AN’ 1} dnuokpaTia p&AoT &v ocploito olftws.
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Vocabulary

N apabia, as: ignorance

BéATioTos 1 ov: (the) best

BouAelco: to take part in the Council
Be€1ds & Sv: (the) clever

n dnuokpaTia, -as: democracy

o 6nuéTTS, -ou: a commoner, member of the populace
SnUOTIKSS 1} dv: (the) populist

6 mévns, -NTOoS: the poor

TrAovcios a ov: (the) wealthy

1 movnpia, -ag: wickedness
TToVNPOS & ov: (the) worst

o Xelpeov, -ovog: (the) worse, inferior
XpnoTos 11 dv: (the) best
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